
Lesson 3 - Learning From the Past The Book of Esther - Types and Anti-type of Christ

Introduction:
A. The name Esther in the Hebrew word is Hadassah - derived from the “Myrtle tree means beauty.”

1. Her Persian name was “Ishtar” or “Venus”  meaning beautiful.
2. Her name in the Greek is “Star” meaning bright.

B. The story of Esther more than likely fits between chapters 6 and 7 of the book of Ezra.
1. Sandwiched between the return led by Zerubbabel and the one led by Ezra.
2. The only book that speaks about the Jews who were exiled that decided to remain in the lands

to which they were exiled.
C. God’s Name is not mentioned in this book.

1. Date of the writing was probably around 450 BC
2. Author is thought to be Mordecai.
3. Name Ashasuerus thought to be Xerxes I reigned over Persia 486-465 BC

a. One commentator said Ashasuerus was a common title like President or Pharaoh meaning.
- high Father or venerable King

4. Key verse in this book is 4:14
5. Key word would be deliverance.

D. Tell basic story line to the book.
1. Two parts 

a. The Danger of the Scattered Jews: 1-5
(1) Vashti’s refusal to be place on Display Chapter 1
(2) Esther being chosen as Queen. - Chapter 2

b. Decree of Haman - Chapter 3
c. Distress of Mordecai - Chapter 4
d. Disposition of the King - Chapter 5

2. The Deliverance of the Scattered Jews: 6-10
a. Mordecai is exalted 6:1-3
b. Haman is executed 6:14-7:10
c. Rooting out of the foe 8:1-9:16
d. Establishment of Purim 9:17-32
e. Eminence of Mordecai Chapter 10

E. Several lessons could learn from this book.
1. I want to focus on a type/anti-types that point to Christ that we see in the book of Esther.

II. Discussion: Christ As Seen In Mordecai
A. Esther’s adoption by Mordecai - Chapter 2: 1-7

1. We are orphans in this world without hope and far from God.
2. God showed his Mercy by sending his son Christ to die for us John 3:16 ; Ephesians 2:8,9,12,13

B. Mordecai’s Faithfulness to the King. 2:21-23
1. Just as Mordecai was faithful to the King so was Christ Faithful to God the Father.  - Luke 2:49

; John 8:29 ; Hebrews 10:7 ; Mordecai was consistent. 3:2-4
C. Christ knowing His mission on this earth was consistently setting His face toward Jerusalem. - Isaiah

50:7 ; Luke 9:51; 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15
1. We must be consistent in our faithfulness to God. - 1 Corinthians 15:58 ; Revelation 2:10
2. We must be consistent in our fight and War against Satan. - 1 Peter 5:8-9 ; Ephesians 6:10-18 ; 

D. Mordecai was Tested 4:1 - Christ was tested through Temptation. - Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 22:42 ;
Hebrews 4:15
1. We can pass the test of temptation. - 1 Corinthians 10:13;  James 1:12-15
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E. Mordecai finally received a place of honor, so did Christ in His Resurrection. 6:1-3; 8:7,8 ; Ephesians
1:20-23 ; Hebrews 1:3 ; Romans 1:4 ; Phil. 2:9-11

F. Mordecai's Truthful Statement - Esther 4:13-14
1. Modecai one of the characters of the book of Esther. 

a. Purpose of book -- to give us some understanding of the Jew's condition during the Captivity
under the Persians; and to understand how God's providence carried them through. 

b. Place: Shushan. Story thrill  hearts of young women. Vashti deposed -- tell why.— in a future
lesson.
(1) Suggested beauty contest. Esther adopted daughter of Mordecai.

2. This lesson for us to begins in Ch. 3
a. Chapter 3: All ingredients to make one afraid: (Haman)

(1) Earthly honor 
(2) Pride
(3) Wrath, hatred
(4) Superstition -- "lucky day"
(5) Slander
(6) Money and bribe
(7) Public matter

b. Things here strike fear into the hearts -- no one deny's it. Hard under these circumstances not
to think of men above that which is written!

G. Mordecai, chapter 4:
1. 4:6-9 message sent to Esther.
2. This charge to her: 4:8.
3. Esther's first reply: 4:10-11. With that in mind, Mordecai's truthful statement.
4. Truthful statement: 4:13-14.

a. Applications:
(1) God's will in human affairs is executed by His people. If in hour of decision one draws

back God will find another time, opportunity and servant. How do I know that? What
Mordecai said to Esther!

(2) With that awesome thought -- for that time evil will prevail and souls will suffer.
(3) What always happened in Israel when Israel drew back? Souls suffered!
(4) The things mentioned in I. A. above would for the moment prevail in Shushan.

b. Opportunity & Need.
(1) It may be a fearful situation. 
(2) Perhaps to face death --- v. 16, "If I perish I perish."
(3) She did not deny Israel for safety's sake.

H. Mordecai said silence is fear! Three words stand out: escape, silence, perish.
1. Learn to over come fear in lesser situations in order to meet the greater crises.
2. How did Esther face the Perfume Factory? Vanity? Integrity? Wisdom?
3. Why was she the "woman" for the emergency? Beauty, 2:7; self denial and heroism, 4:16; tact,

5:8; courage, 7:6; patriotism, 8:3.
4. Think of some lesser and greater crises in your life:

a. Friends you can be proud of.
b. Family -- it is not my "opinion" that those who can't meet the lesser crises in the family

situation are not going to be able to meet the greater crises elsewhere. I learn this from
Esther.
(1) Elder's qualifications for a reason --- "rule own household" — "rule house of God." Apply

rule in I Tim. 5:22 to "elders" -- do not ordain without thorough investigation; if do
co-responsible for wrongs they commit. That adds to difficulty in discipling them, v.
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20-21.
(2) Even in my "own" family where there is opportunity and need to speak out for what is

right there is "responsibility." Parent to child. Also, child to parent! If your Dad is wrong
he's wrong and needs to be told so. Don't wait for others to deal with situations in your
family.

c. Church:
(1) Preacher says it was "Time to leave" --  often just an honorable title for a coward! Church

is God's family.
(2) Elder says "time to step-down" -- often same a above.

5. "Who knows," says Mordecai "whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" 
6. Be courageous!   

III. Esther a Type of Christ
A. Esther approached the King on account of her people 5:1-14; 8:1-9
B. Christ the mediator between God and Man

1. He is the mediator of a better covenant. Hebrews 8:6
2. He is our mediator 1 Timothy 2:5

C. These Jews had victory over their enemy through the help of Esther.
1. We can have victory over our enemy death through Jesus Christ 1 Cor. 15:54-58

IV. The Feast of Purim a Type of Lord’s Supper
A. The Feast is established to commemorate The victory and rest from the enemy 10:18-28
B. Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper to bring to our remembrance the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross

where he gained for us the victory over sin and Death. - Matthew 26:26-30; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58

V. Conclusion:
A. Other lessons could be gleaned from this little book. 

1. Can see the problem of Anger
2. Caused Vashti to be deposed 1:12
3. Caused Haman’s downfall 3:5-10; 7:9,10
4. God’s providence 4:14
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