
Lesson Two : Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 15:4 
DANIEL - A TEACHER OF CONVICTION; INFLUENCE and DEDICATION

Outline For Thought:
I. A Few Words that Describe Daniel’s influence on Us today...

A. BRAVERY, FAITHFULNESS, COMMITMENT, VISIONS and BLESSINGS
1. Question - What features of Daniel’s life match up to each of these Words?

a. Chapter 1, 2, 3,6
II. Prophets who were contemporary with Daniel.

A. 605 - 587BC --- Jeremiah remained in Jerusalem. - What was his message and what was the peoples
response?
1. Repent and be obedient or face the wrath of God - People’s response - WE WILL NOT!

B. 605 BC --- Daniel taken captive to Babylon. - What was Daniel’s main message?   How did the
people respond?
1. A Coming Kingdom and the Son of God to redeem  men.  - PEOPLE’S RESPONSE TODAY

we WANT SOMETHING DIFFERENT
C. 597 BC --- Ezekiel taken Captive to Babylon. - What is Ezekiel’s message and what was the peoples

response to it?
1. GOD IS IN CONTROL ALWAYS - take your hands off the Wheel - God’s got it.
2. What can we learn from these three Prophets? - Time and Places have changed but people still

are the same today as back then.
3. Does God delight in seeing His people suffer?

a. No - this is a consequence of Light and Darkness - John 3:19-21
(1) John 3:19-21 (NKJV) - 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may
be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

D. SLIDES 4-8 - A brief Time line and History of Daniel...
1. 605 B.C., First wave of captives carried away to Babylon - including Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,

and Azariah. (Daniel 1)
2. 603 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream — (Daniel 2)
3. 587 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar’s 18th year, the image of gold - Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refuse

and are thrown into the fiery furnace - (Daniel 3)
a. Slide 4 - Line 3 - Daniel’s influence on others - Chapter 3
b. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego came out of the furnace, Nebuchadnezzar realized

that God had answered his challenge. 
c. So, recognizing this God of Israel as ‘The Most High God,’ he ordered Shadrach and his

companions to come out of the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding of the God of Israel
had moved from recognizing him as ‘your God’ (2:47) to ‘the Most High God’ (3:26).

d. He ordered that the name of Jehovah be respected in all his kingdom, and realized that God
had answered his question: ". . . because there is no other God who can deliver like this"
(Daniel 3:29).
(1) Sin tries to take hold in our lives and challenges us as Nebuchadnezzar challenged the

servants of God. Who can set us free? There is only one correct response (Acts 4:12). 
(a) Acts 4:12 (NKJV) - 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
(2) What is the greatest lesson we can learn from this account?
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(a) The influence we have on others must always be for the good.
(3) What hardships may we encounter today that challenges us to examine our trust and faith

in God?
(a) Financial, Death’s, Divorce, Pandemic’s ; Health Issues ect.

4. Chapter 4 takes place after 587 BC …
5. Nebuchadnezzar died 562 b.c. after ruling 43 years.& succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach....

(Jer 52:31; II Kings 25:27-30)
a. Jeremiah 52:31 (NKJV) - 31 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity

of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, that
Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin
king of Judah and brought him out of prison.

b. 2 Kings 25:27-30 (NKJV) - 27 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
that Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin
king of Judah from prison. 28 He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more prominent seat
than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin changed from his
prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 30 And as
for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day,
all the days of his life.

6. Evil-Merodach ruled for two years (562-560 b.c., 2 Kings 25:27-30; Jer. 52:31-34) & was
murdered in August 560 by Neriglissar, his brother-in-law.
a. 2 Kings 25:27-30 (NKJV) - 27 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity

of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
that Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin
king of Judah from prison. 28 He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more prominent seat
than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin changed from his
prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 30 And as
for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day,
all the days of his life.

b. Jeremiah 52:31-34 (NKJV) - 31 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the
captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the
month, that Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his reign, lifted up the head
of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison. 32 And he spoke kindly to him and
gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 33
So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king
all the days of his life. 34 And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by
the king of Babylon, a portion for each day until the day of his death, all the days of his life.

7. Neriglissar ruled 4 years (560-556 b.c.). [Jer 39:3, 13]. At his death, succeeded by his young son
Labashi-Marduk, who ruled two months (May and June 556)
a. Jeremiah 39:3 (NKJV) - 3 Then all the princes of the king of Babylon came in and sat in the

Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar-Nebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergal-Sarezer, Rabmag,
with the rest of the princes of the king of Babylon.

b. Jeremiah 39:13 (NKJV) - 13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent Nebushasban,
Rabsaris, Nergal-Sharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon’s chief officers;

8. Labashi-Marduk,  was assassinated and succeeded by Nabonidus, who reigned 17 years (556-539
b.c.). 

9. 553 B.C. Nabonidus went to the oasis of Tayma & devoted himself to the worship of the moon
god, Sin. 
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10. He appointed his son, Belshazzar, as ruler of Babylon in his place.
a. Nabonidus returned 540 B.C. to defend against the Persians.  In 539 B.C. Belshazzar was

positioned in the city of Babylon to hold the capital, while Nabonidus, marched his troops
north to meet Cyrus.

b. October 10, 539 B.C. Nabonidus surrendered to Cyrus & exiled. 
c. Two days later, October 12, 539 B.C., the Persian armies overthrew the city of Babylon.

(1) Daniel 5:30–31 (NKJV) - 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was
slain. 31 And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

III. SLIDES 12- 24 - DANIEL IS TARGETED... Daniel 6:1-9 (NKJV) - 1 It pleased Darius to set over
the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three
governors, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king
would suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.
4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom;
but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found
in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it
against him concerning the law of his God.” 6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the
king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the
administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal
statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you,
O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing,
so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.”
9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.

A. The Plot Against Daniel 6:1-3
1. Darius Receives The Kingdom - 5:30-31

a. He is appointed one of three governors over the kingdom - Dan 6:1-2
b. Daniel "distinguished" himself above the others because of his EXCELLENT spirit  - Dan 6:3

2. His success leads to envy by others - Dan 6:4
3. His noble character is attested to by his enemies - Dan 6:4
4. His enemies determine there is only one way to defeat him - Dan 6:5
5. The king is approached by Daniel's enemies -  Dan 6:6
6. They propose a royal statute, a firm decree - Dan 6:7
7. The king is encouraged to establish the decree - Dan 6:8-9

a. The king is approached by Daniel's enemies - Dan 6:6 
(1) They propose a royal statute, a firm decree - Dan 6:7 
(2) That no petition can be made of any god or man for thirty days, except the king 
(3) Under punishment of being cast into the den of lions 
(4) The king is encouraged to establish the decree - Dan 6:8-9 
(5) Which according to the law of the Medes and Persians, cannot be altered 

8. King Darius signs the decree 
a. [Daniel's faith in God brought him success up to this point. But now the exercise of his faith

could cause him to lose it all! 
b. What would we have done in his place? 
c. As we continue to read, we see what Daniel did...] 

B. The Plot is NOW EXECUTED - Dan 6:10-17
1. DANIEL KEEPS PRAYING  Knowing full well the decree had been signed - Dan 6:10
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a. 3 times a day - cf. Psalm 55:15-17 (NKJV) - 15 Let death seize them; Let them go down
alive into hell, For wickedness is in their dwellings and among them. 16 As for me, I will call
upon God, And the Lord shall save me. 17 Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and
cry aloud, And He shall hear my voice.

b. Toward Jerusalem - cf. 1Kings 8:27-30
(1) 1 Kings 8:27-30 (NKJV) - 27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven

and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have
built! 28 Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and
listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today: 29 that
Your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You
said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes
toward this place. 30 And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your
people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; and
when You hear, forgive.

c. On his knees - 1Kings 8:54
(1) 1 Kings 8:54 (NKJV) - 54 And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this

prayer and supplication to the Lord, that he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from
kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.

d. With thankfulness to God - Dan 2:23; Philippians 4:6
(1) Daniel 2:23 (NKJV) - 23 “I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have

given me wisdom and might, And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.”

(2) Philippians 4:6 (NKJV) - 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

e. His own custom since "early days" - Dan 6:10; Eccl. 12:1
(1) Daniel 6:10 (NKJV) - 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went

home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down
on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his
custom since early days.
(a) Ecclesiastes 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth,

Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no
pleasure in them”: The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

(2) Daniel knew praying to God could cost him his life! Dan 6:10; Acts 4:17-19; 5:29
(a) Daniel 6:10 (NKJV) - 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he

went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he
knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his
God, as was his custom since early days.

(b) Acts 4:17-19 (NKJV) - 17 But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us
severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.” 18 So
they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.

(c) Acts 5:29 (NKJV) - 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We
ought to obey God rather than men.

(3) He sought God’s help – Dan 6:11; Psa. 119:170; Eph 6:18
(a) Daniel 6:11 (NKJV) - 11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and

making supplication before his God.
(b) Psalm 119:170 (NKJV) - 170 Let my supplication come before You; Deliver me
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according to Your word.
(c) Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) - 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the

Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the
saints—.

2. Daniel is caught praying to God - 6:11
a. Reported to the king - 6:12-13
b. Darius reminded of the unalterable decree - 6:14-15
c. The king, upset with himself, tries to deliver Daniel  - 6:14,15
d. The king fails, but expresses confidence in Daniel’s God to deliver him / has him thrown into

the lions den - 6:16,17
3. Daniel 6:18–20 (NKJV) - 18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and

no musicians were brought before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19 Then the king arose very
early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he
cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of
the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the
lions?”
a. Daniel answers the king - Dan 6:21-22 (NKJV) - 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king,

live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt
me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before
you.”
(1) God sent His angel …
(2) Because of his innocence

b. Dan 6:23 -  Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever
was found on him, because he believed in his God.
(1) Darius removes Daniel from the den - Dan 6:23
(2) The king is exceedingly glad
(3) No harm - (Daniel 3:26-27 (NKJV) - 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of

the burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego,
servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire. 27 And the satraps, administrators,
governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on whose
bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their
garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on them.

(4) Daniel is delivered from the lions, because he believed in His God (by faith! - 3:27)
4. The Conspirators are executed - Daniel 6:24 (NKJV) - 24 And the king gave the command, and

they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them,
their children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces
before they ever came to the bottom of the den.
a. NOTE THE EFFECT OF DANIEL’S COURAGE - Darius decrees the God of Daniel be

feared - 6:25-27
(1) Daniel 6:25–28 (NKJV) - 25 Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, and

languages that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree that
in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.
For He is the living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not
be destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to the end. 27 He delivers and rescues, And
He works signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions. 28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of
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Cyrus the Persian.

IV. Slide 25  - Our Challenge today is to - Dare To Be A Daniel In The Midst of a Dark and Wicked
World....

A. We sing the song - Dare to stand like Joshua - I would like to challenge both young and old alike to
“Dare to be a Daniel”As we examine the life of Daniel we can learn many things but we want to focus
on just three:
1. Daniel Was A Man Of Purpose

a. Refused to eat the king's meat or drink his wine - Dan 1:8
2. Daniel Was A Man Of Principle

a. Refused the gifts of Belshazzar & boldly spoke of the kings sin & his doom - Dan 5:13-17
3. Daniel Was A Man Of Prayer

a. Refused to obey the decree of Darius knowing the threats against him - Dan 6:10
B. Daniel Was A Man Of Purpose
C. "Daniel Purposed In His Heart That He Would NOT Defile Himself . . ." - Dan 1:8
D. How Did Daniel Hold To His Commitment?

1.  With politeness and humility- Dan 1:8b, 12
a. Daniel 1:8b ---- therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile

himself.
b. Daniel 1:12 ---- 12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables

to eat and water to drink.
2.  With God's help - Dan 1:9 

a. Daniel 1:9 ---- 9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the
eunuchs.

3.  Through persistence - Dan 1:10-11 
a. Daniel 1:10-11---- 10 And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king,

who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than
the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before the king.” 11
So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah,

4.  With Trust In God - Dan 1:12-15 
a. Daniel 1:12-15 ---- 12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables

to eat and water to drink.13 “Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the
appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit,
so deal with your servants.” 14 So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten
days.15 And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all
the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.

5.  With the help of others - Dan 1:13
a. Daniel 1:13 “Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the

young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your
servants.” 

E. The Value Of Such Purpose & Faith Seen In The Results...
1. It affected the lives of others! - Dan 1:15-16 

a. Daniel 1:15-16 ---- 15 And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in
flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.16 Thus the steward
took away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they were to drink, and gave them
vegetables.

2. God blessed Daniel and his friends! - Dan 1:17-20 
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a. Daniel 1:17-20 ---- 17 As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in
all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.18 Now at
the end of the days, when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.19 Then the king interviewed them, and
among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they
served before the king.20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the
king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers
who were in all his realm.

3. Daniel continued in the court seventy years! - Dan 1:21 
a. Daniel 1:21 ---- 21 Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.

4. Laid a foundation for the future – 5:11,12; 6:3-5,10
a. Daniel 5:11-12 ---- 11 “There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy

God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom
of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father —your father the
king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.12
“Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving
riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.”

b. Daniel 6:3-5,10 ---- 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over
the whole realm.4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor
was there any error or fault found in him.5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge
against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

c. Vrs 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that
day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

F. We Must Be A People of Purpose!
1. Not to be defiled by things of the world! – 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Heb 12:15; Jude 1:23 

a. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 ---- 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness?15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever?16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their
God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be
a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.” vrs 1.
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

b. Hebrews 12:15 ---- 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;

c. Jude 23 ---- 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the
garment defiled by the flesh.

2. To seek the kingdom of God & His Righteousness! – Mat 6:33 
a. Matthew 6:33 ---- 33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all

these things shall be added to you.
3. To be spiritually minded – not fleshly minded! – Rom 8:1,2,5-9,12-14 

a. Romans 8:1-2 ----  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,
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who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

b. Romans 8:5-9 ---- 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.6 For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.7 Because the carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.8 So
then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.9 But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of
Christ, he is not His.

c. Romans 8:12-14 ---- 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh.13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.14 For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, these are sons of God.

4. Without being abrasive – Tit 3:2
a. Titus 3:2 ---- 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all

men.
V. Daniel Was A Man Of Principle

A. He Refused To Compromise His Convictions...
1. Refused to eat the king's meat or drink his wine -   Dan 1:8
2. Refused the gifts of Belshazzar - Dan 5:13-17
3. Under the threat of persecution, by refusing to obey the decree of Darius - Dan 6:10

B. Daniel was hated by his enemies - Dan 6:3-5
1. Daniel 6:3-5 ---- 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,

because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole
realm.4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error
or fault found in him.5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel
unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

2. Daniel’s uncompromising spirit was used against him - Dan 6:5-13
3. In the end – Daniel’s uncompromising spirit brought him respect - Dan 6:14-28

C. We Too Must Refuse To Compromise Our Convictions...
1. Moral purity – Gen 39:9-12; 1Co 6:18; Eph. 5:1-12; Rom 14:23; Ps 15:1-5

a. Psalm 15:1-5 ---- 1 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy
hill? 2 He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart;
3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take
up a reproach against his friend; 4 In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors
those who fear the Lord; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 He who does
not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does
these things shall never be moved.

b. 1 Corinthians 6:18 ---- 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the
body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

2. Doctrinal soundness – 1 Tim 4:16; 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; Titus 2:6-10; 2 John 1:9
a. Titus 2:6-10 ---- 6 Likewise exhort the young men to be sober-minded,7 in all things showing

yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence,
incorruptibility,8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may
be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their
own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back,10 not pilfering, but
showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.
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3. Scriptural worship – Jn 4:24; Eph 5:19
a. John 4:24 ---- 24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
4. Serving the Lord – Col 3:17; Rom 12:11; Mat 6:33; Heb 10:24,25

a. Romans 12:11 ---- 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
5. Even if we suffer for it - 1 Peter 4:12-19

a. 1 Peter 4:16-17 ---- 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of God?

b. Many may ridicule you - but inwardly they wish they had the same intestinal fortitude!!
c. And when they need someone that can be trusted, and depended upon to carry through with

an assigned task, who do you think they will turn to?
VI. Daniel Was A Man Of Prayer

A. Daniel 6:10 (NKJV)  ---- Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And
in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times
that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 
1. He knew that praying to God could cost him his life! 6:10; Acts 4:17-19; 5:29

a. Acts 4:17-19 ---- 17 “But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely
threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name.”18 And they called them
and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.19 But Peter and John
answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than
to God, you judge.

b. Acts 5:29 ---- 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey
God rather than men.

2. He prayed according to the scriptures! - 1 Kings 8:30,38,44,48-50 
3. His prayers demonstrated humility - 1 Kings 8:54; Psalm 95:6; Luke 22:41; Acts 7:60; 9:40;

20:36; 21:5; Ephes. 3:14
a. 1 Kings 8:54 ---- 54 And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and

supplication to the LORD, that he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on
his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.

4. He prayed regularly – 6:13; Ps 55:17; 86:3
a. Psalm 55:7 ---- 7 Indeed, I would wander far off, And remain in the wilderness. Selah 

5. Included thanksgiving - Phil. 4:6; Col. 3:17; 1 Thes. 5:17-18; Hebrews 13:15
a. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 ---- 17 pray without ceasing,18 in everything give thanks; for this

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
6. “His custom since early days” – Eccl 12:1

a. Ecclesiastes 12:1 ---- Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the
difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them”:

B. We Too Should Be A People of Prayer!!
1. Even when not convenient – Rom 8:26; 

a. Romans 8:26 ---- 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

2. According to His will – Mt 6:5-15; 1 John 5:14
a. 1 John 5:14 ---- 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything

according to His will, He hears us.
3. With humility – Luke 18:13
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a. Luke 18:13 ---- 13 “And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’

4. Regularly – Luke 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17
a. Luke 18:1 ---- Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose

heart,
5. With thanksgiving - Phil. 4:6; Col. 3:17; 1 Thes. 5:17-18; Heb 13:15

a. Hebrews 13:15 ---- 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

6. A custom! –  Rom 12:12; Col. 4:2
a. Romans 12:12 ---- 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in

prayer;
7. Seeking God’s help – Phi 4:6; Ephes. 6:18

a. Philippians 4:6 ---- 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

b. Ephesians 6:18 ---- 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

C. Why Some Do NOT Pray As They Should . . .
1. Too busy - (cf., Luke 8:14).

a. Luke 8:14 ---- 14 “Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have
heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to
maturity.

2. Entertain sin in their lives – (Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 28:9; 1 Peter 3:12; 1 John 3:22).
a. Psalm 66:18 ---- 18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 
b. Proverbs 28:9 ---- 9 One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an

abomination.
3. May think praying in worship service enough - (Acts 4:23-31; Mat 6:6; Rom 12:12; Col 4:2;

Luke 18:1; 1 Thes 5:17).
a. Matthew 6:6 ---- 6 “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut

your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you openly.

4. Many reason that God knows all our needs already - (Mat 6:7, 8, 31, 32; Heb 4:13; but - Phili
4:6; Col 4:2; Eph 5:20; 1 Tim 4:4).
a. 1 Timothy 4:4 ---- 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is

received with thanksgiving;
b. Matthew 6:7-8,31-32 ---- 7 “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen

do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.8 “Therefore do not be like
them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.

c. 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’32 “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things.

5. They lack faith – Luke 18:2-8; 1 Peter 5:7
a. Luke 18:2-8 ---- 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor

regard man.3 “Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice
for me from my adversary.’4 “And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within
himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man,5 ‘yet because this widow troubles me
I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ”6 Then the Lord said, “Hear
what the unjust judge said.7 “And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and
night to Him, though He bears long with them?8 “I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.
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Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

VII. Slides 25- 32 - Observations From Daniel For Us Today:
A. Was hated by his enemies - Dan 6:3-5

1. His uncompromising spirit was used against him - Dan 6:5-13
2. In the end – Daniel’s uncompromising spirit brought him respect - Dan 6:14-28

B. Refusing To Compromise Our Convictions...
1. Moral purity – Gen 39:9-12; 1Co 6:18; Eph. 5:1-12; etc

a. Genesis 39:9-12 (NKJV) - 9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept
back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” 10 So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he
did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her. 11 But it happened about this time, when
Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the house was inside, 12
that she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand,
and fled and ran outside.

b. 1 Corinthians 6:18 (NKJV) - 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside
the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

c. Ephesians 5:1-12 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk
in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not
even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be
partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),
10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things
which are done by them in secret.

2. Sound doctrine – 1 Tim 4:16; 2 Tim 1:13; 2 Jn 1:9
a. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) - 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them,

for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.
b. 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) - 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard

from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
c. 2 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
3. Scriptural worship – Jn 4:24; Eph 5:19

a. John 4:24 (NKJV) - 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

b. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) - 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

4. Serving the Lord – Col 3:17; Mat 6:33; Heb 10:24,25
a. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
b. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) - 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and

all these things shall be added to you.
c. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
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good works,
d. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) - 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

5. Even if we suffer for it - 1 Peter 4:12-19
a. 1 Peter 4:12-19 (NKJV) - 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which

is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that
you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with
exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody
in other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but
let him glorify God in this matter. 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the
house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of God? 18 Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and
the sinner appear?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

C. We Should Be A People of Prayer!
1. Even when not convenient – Rom 8:26; 

a. Romans 8:26 (NKJV) - 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered.

2. According to His will – Matt. 6:5-15; 1 John 5:14
a. Matthew 6:5-15 (NKJV) - 5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may
be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But you, when you pray,
go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the
secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 And when you
pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for
their many words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you
have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in
heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our
debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

b. 1 John 5:14 (NKJV) - 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.

3. With humility – Luke 18:13
a. Luke 18:13 (NKJV) - 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise

his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’
4. Regularly – A custom! –  1 Thess. 5:17; Romans 12:12; Col. 4:2

a. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) - 17 pray without ceasing,
b. Romans 12:12 (NKJV) - 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly

in prayer;
c. Colossians 4:2 (NKJV) - 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with

thanksgiving;
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5. With thanksgiving - Phil. 4:6; Col. 3:17; 1 Thess. 5:17-18; etc
a. Philippians 4:6 (NKJV) - 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
b. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
c. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 (NKJV) - 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks;

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
6. Seeking God’s help – Phil 4:6; Eph 6:18

a. Philippians 4:6 (NKJV) - 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

b. Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) - 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

All Scriptures Quoted here from - [1] - [1] The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

Questions Regarding....
1.
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