
Lesson Two : Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 15:4 
DANIEL - A TEACHER OF CONVICTION; INFLUENCE and DEDICATION

Outline For Thought:
I. A Few Words that Describe Daniel’s influence on Us today...

A. BRAVERY, FAITHFULNESS, COMMITMENT, VISIONS and BLESSINGS
1. Question - What features of Daniel’s life match up to each of these Words?

II. What Prophets were contemporary with Daniel?
A. ____________________ What was his message and what was the peoples response?
B. ____________________  What was Daniel’s main message?   How did the people respond?
C. ____________________  What is his message and what was the peoples response to it?

1. What can we learn from these three Prophets?
2. Does God delight in seeing His people suffer?

III. Daniel’s influence on others - Chapter 3
A. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego came out of the furnace, Nebuchadnezzar realized that

God had answered his challenge. 
1. So, recognizing this God of Israel as ‘The Most High God,’ he ordered Shadrach and his

companions to come out of the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding of the God of Israel
had moved from recognizing him as ‘your God’ (2:47) to ‘the Most High God’ (3:26).

2. He ordered that the name of Jehovah be respected in all his kingdom, and realized that God had
answered his question: ". . . because there is no other God who can deliver like this" (Daniel
3:29).

3. Explain how our influence affects those about us - firstly other Christians ________________
a. And then those of the world _________________________________________________

B. Sin tries to take hold in our lives and challenges us as Nebuchadnezzar challenged the servants of
God. Who can set us free? There is only one correct response (Acts 4:12). 
1. What is the greatest lesson we can learn from this account?
2. What hardships may we encounter today that challenges us to examine our trust and faith in

God?

IV. DANIEL IS TARGETED... Daniel 6
A. The king is approached by Daniel's enemies - Dan 6:6 

1. They propose a royal statute, a firm decree - Dan 6:7 
2. That no petition can be made of any god or man for thirty days, except the king 

a. Under punishment of being cast into the den of lions 
b. The king is encouraged to establish the decree - Dan 6:8-9 

3. Which according to the law of the Medes and Persians, cannot be altered 
4. King Darius signs the decree 

a. [Daniel's faith in God brought him success up to this point. But now the exercise of his faith
could cause him to lose it all! 

b. What would we have done in his place? _______________________________________
c. As we continue to read, we see what Daniel did...] 

V. Our Challenge today is to - Dare To Be A Daniel In The Midst of a Dark and Wicked World....
A. We sing the song - Dare to stand like Joshua - I would like to challenge both young and old alike to

“Dare to be a Daniel”As we examine the life of Daniel we can learn many things but we want to
focus on just three:
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1. Daniel Was A Man Of Purpose
2. Daniel Was A Man Of Principle
3. Daniel Was A Man Of Prayer

VI. Daniel Was A Man Of Purpose
A. "Daniel Purposed In His Heart That He Would NOT Defile Himself . . ." - Dan 1:8
B. How Did Daniel Hold To His Commitment?

1. Dan 1:8b, 12 ? ____________________________________
2. Dan 1:9 ___________________________
3. Dan 1:10-11 ______________________
4. Dan 1:12-15 ______________________
5. Dan 1:13 _________________________

C. The Value Of Such Purpose & Faith Are Seen In The Results...Listed from the text what these are.
1. Dan 1:15-16 ___________________________________
2. Dan 1:17-20 ___________________________________
3. Dan 1:21 ______________________________________
4. Dan 5:11,12; 6:3-5,10 ____________________________

D. We Must Be A People of Purpose!
1. Not to be defiled by things of the world! – 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Heb 12:15; Jude 1:23 
2. To seek the kingdom of God & His Righteousness! – Matthew 6:33 
3. To be spiritually minded – not fleshly minded! – Rom 8:1,2,5-9,12-14 
4. Without being abrasive – Tit 3:2
5. Are there any others that you can think of as we consider this trait of Daniel?

a.  
b.  
c.

VII. Daniel Was A Man Of Principle
A. He Refused To Compromise His Convictions...From the text please list what these are!

1. Dan 1:8 - _____________________________________
2. Dan 5:13-17 - _________________________________
3. Dan 6:10 - ____________________________________

B. Daniel was hated by his enemies - Dan 6:3-5
1. Daniel’s uncompromising spirit was used against him - Dan 6:5-13
2. In the end – Daniel’s uncompromising spirit brought him respect - Dan 6:14-28

C. We Too Must Refuse To Compromise Our Convictions... From these text list what we must stand
for like Daniel
1. Gen 39:9-12; 1Co 6:18; Eph. 5:1-12; Rom 14:23; Ps 15:1-5 - ______________________
2. 1 Tim 4:16; 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; Titus 2:6-10; 2 John 1:9 -____________________________
3. Jn 4:24; Eph 5:19 - _________________________________________
4. Col 3:17; Rom 12:11; Matthew 6:33; Heb 10:24,25 - _____________________________
5. Even if we suffer for it - 1 Peter 4:12-19

a. Many may ridicule you - but inwardly they wish they had the same intestinal fortitude!!
b. And when they need someone that can be trusted, and depended upon to carry through with

an assigned task, who do you think they will turn to?

VIII. Daniel Was A Man Of Prayer
A. Daniel 6:10 (NKJV)  ---- Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And
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in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times
that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 
1. He knew that praying to God could cost him his life! 6:10; Acts 4:17-19; 5:29
2. He prayed according to the scriptures! - 1 Kings 8:30,38,44,48-50 
3. His prayers demonstrated humility - 1 Kings 8:54; Psalm 95:6; Luke 22:41; Acts 7:60; 9:40;

20:36; 21:5; Ephes. 3:14
4. He prayed regularly – 6:13; Ps 55:17; 86:3
5. Included thanksgiving - Phil. 4:6; Col. 3:17; 1 Thes. 5:17-18; Hebrews 13:15
6. “His custom since early days” – Eccl 12:1

B. We Too Should Be A People of Prayer!!
1. Even when not convenient – Rom 8:26; 
2. According to His will – Mt 6:5-15; 1 John 5:14
3. With humility – Luke 18:13
4. Regularly – Luke 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17
5. With thanksgiving - Phil. 4:6; Col. 3:17; 1 Thes. 5:17-18; Heb 13:15
6. A custom! –  Rom 12:12; Col. 4:2
7. Seeking God’s help – Phi 4:6; Ephes. 6:18

C. Why Some Do NOT Pray As They Should . . .?
1. Luke 8:14 - ______________________________________
2. Psalms 66:18; Proverbs 28:9; 1 Peter 3:12; 1 John 3:22 - __________________________
3. Acts 4:23-31; Mat 6:6; Rom 12:12; Col 4:2; Luke 18:1; 1 Thess. 5:17 -

___________________________________________________________________________
4. Matthew 6:7, 8, 31, 32; Heb 4:13; but - Phili 4:6; Col 4:2; Eph 5:20; 1 Tim 4:4 -

___________________________________________________________________________
5. Luke 18:2-8; 1 Peter 5:7

Further Questions Regarding Daniel....
1. What Value does studying Daniel have in your life today as a Christian?
2. Are there any other values you can share with the class in your study of this Character Daniel?
3. The temptation to adopt the attitude of “when in Rome do as the Romans do” is great. 

1. BUT... “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans   12:2 

2. To  hide  one’s faith  for  purposes of  self-preservation violates what  Jesus said:
1. “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is

able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28 - “Let your light shine before men
in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew   5:16

3. Pauls example to us - “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out
for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become
well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the
brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word
of God without fear.” Philippians  1:12-14
1. Being determined (making up one’s mind) is half the battle. Limping between two opinions is

not  good.
2. “Elijah came near to all the people and said, ‘How long will you hesitate between two opinions?

If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him  …’” 1  Kings 18:21
1. Being determined not to be defiled, at all cost. 
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2. It is absolutely vital. 
3. Moral and spiritual defilement  are fatal.

4. “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1 
1. Consider these thoughts - Give an inch, lose a mile. Compromise, like blackmail, knows no

limit.
2. But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.

But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the
preserving of the soul. Hebrews 10:38-39
1. We need to conduct our lives consistent with our higher calling.

3. “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling
with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing
tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3

4. “For you have been bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body.” - 1  Corinthians
6:20

5. Opportunities to do good often come during difficult times! - Would you agree with this
conclusion from the Life of Daniel as it effects our lives today?

Page 4 of  4


