
Lesson One: Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 15:4 
ABRAHAM - FAITH vrs WORKS - His Journey of FAITH and Works

1. James uses the example of Abraham which would be strong to the Jews and to us as well. — 2:21 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?
a. James expects an affirmative answer.  
b. Abraham was justified (counted or reckoned just or righteous before God) when he worked

(obeyed).
i. Gen. 22:18; Heb. 11:17-19

c. We need a simply trusting faith and obey like Abraham.

2. 2:22  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?
a. Abraham’s faith was working together with his works.
b. Faith and works cooperated with each other to produce justification.
c. By works, faith was made perfect (complete).
d. Neither faith nor works by themselves can justify.

i. An illustration of the balance between faith and works lies hidden within any tree,
vine, or plant.  Leaves use up the nutrients in the process of photosynthesis.  As the
leaves consume nutrients in the sap, a suction is formed, which draws more sap from
the roots.  Without the sap, the leaves and branches would die, but the continual flow
of this sap comes only as it is used up by the work of the leaves.  Likewise, we work
(keep the Lord’s commandments) in order to abide in His love.  John 15:4-10

3. 2:23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.
a. Please notice from verses 22 and 23 that the Scripture was fulfilled (Gen. 15:6) when faith

worked.
i. Was Abraham saved by faith only?  Certainly not!
ii. When the statement was made of Abraham in Gen. 15:6, he had already obeyed. 

Gen. 12:1-4 ; Heb. 11:8
iii. Also, God knew that he would continue to prove his faith by his works.

b. James clearly shows that Abraham believed God and when his faith was made perfect by
offering Isaac, it was accounted to him for righteousness.

c. Abraham was called the friend of God.  2 Chron. 20:7
d. How do we also become friends of God?  John 15:14

i. In Rom. 4:3-5, Paul quoted the same verse (Gen. 15:6) and showed that Abraham
was justified by faith.

e. Do Paul and James contradict each other?  Certainly not!
f. James is showing that one is not justified by “faith alone” and Paul is showing that one is not

justified by “works alone,” although Paul does not use the word “alone.”
g. Paul showed that if a person never violated God's righteous requirements, he would be

justified on the basis of his merits.  Rom. 4:4
h. However, since man fails in his service to God (violates His requirements), God through His

grace, take one’s faith into consideration.
i. The faith that God takes into consideration is the same kind that Abraham had, a faith that

obeys.  Rom. 4:12

4. 2:24  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
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a. The only conclusion that can be drawn here is that Abraham was not justified by faith only,
and neither are we.
i. There is a vast difference between “justification by faith” and “justification by faith

alone.”
b. James closes this section with one last illustration.

i. 2:25  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received
the messengers and sent them out another way?

ii. Likewise (in like manner, in the same way) Rahab was justified by works. 
Denominational people often argue, “James words are written to Christians, and thus
apply only to Christians.  There are no works to become a Christian, but once one
becomes a Christian there are works to do.”

iii. Rahab had an active faith in God.  She demonstrated her faith by her actions and was
thus accepted by God.

iv. She had heard of the miracles at the Red Sea and believed in Jehovah.  Josh. 2:10-
11.

v. Because of her faith she hid the messengers.  Josh. 2:4-6.
vi. Because of this faith, she asked for mercy for herself and her family.  Josh. 2:12-14.

(1) Heb. 11:31 cites her as an example of faith.
vii. It is true that James words were written to Christians; nevertheless, the principles

apply to non-Christians as well.
viii. Rahab who was a harlot did works to be justified, and so must an alien sinner.

5. 2:26  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
a. This verse is James’ concluding statement to the arguments he had just developed.
b. Faith without works is a lifeless as the body without the spirit.  It is as a corpse from which

the breath of life has vanished.

Questions For Lesson One:

I. Slide 5 - What do you know about the lineage and heritage of Abram - Gen 11:2, cf 1 Chron 1:27 &
Neh. 9:7?

a. Genesis 11:2 (NKJV) — 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found
a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.

b. 1 Chronicles 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 and Abram, who is Abraham.
c. Nehemiah 9:7 (NKJV) — 7 “You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram, And brought him out

of Ur of the Chaldeans, And gave him the name Abraham;
2. Answer - Lived 4,000 years ago - Abraham, Hebrew Avraham, originally called Abram or, in

Hebrew, Avram, (flourished early 2nd millennium BC), the first of the Hebrew patriarchs and a
figure revered by the three great monotheistic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.—
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham

a. According to the biblical account, Abram (“The Father [or God] Is Exalted”), who is later named
Abraham (“The Father of Many Nations”), a native of Ur in Mesopotamia, is called by God
(Yahweh) to leave his own country and people and journey to an undesignated land, where he will
become the founder of a new nation. He obeys the call unquestioningly and (at 75 years of age)
proceeds with his barren wife, Sarai, later named Sarah (“Princess”), his nephew Lot, and other
companions to the land of Canaan (between Syria and Egypt)

3. Descendent of Shem, [10th generation from Shem] Gen. 11:10-26; 1 Chron 1:17-27; Luke 3:34-36
a. Genesis 11:10–26 (NKJV) — 10 This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old,
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and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five
hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. 12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah.
13 After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and
daughters. 14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, Salah lived four
hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot
Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and
daughters. 18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two
hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters. 20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot
Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and
daughters. 22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two
hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. 24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah.
25 After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and
daughters. 26 Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

b. 1 Chronicles 1:17–27 (NKJV) — 17 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud,
Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech. 18 Arphaxad begot Shelah, and Shelah begot Eber. 19 To
Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his
brother’s name was Joktan. 20 Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 21 Hadoram,
Uzal, Diklah, 22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of
Joktan. 24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 27 and Abram,
who is Abraham.

c. Luke 3:34–36 (NKJV) — 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of
Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the
son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the
son of Lamech,

  
B. Where did Abrams faith stem from? 

1. Answer - His Faith was a Journey - much like our own faith here today

C. Was not his father a Pagan? 
1. Answer - His father Terah was an idolater, worshiped other gods (Josh 24:2). 

a. Joshua 24:2 (NKJV) — 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
‘Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other
side of the River in old times; and they served other gods.

SLIDES 6-12:
D. As you look at Abram - what is the Key to his life? 

1. Answer - He was the father of the faithful, called a friend of God, & given as a great example of
faith NOT due to his initial obedience - OR because he was without sin ..... - but because of his
journey of faith - Gen 22

a. By faith, looked beyond the temporal & transient! - Heb 11:10
(1) Hebrews 11:10 (NKJV) — 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder

and maker is God.
2. Called A Friend of God - James 2:23; 2 Chron 20:7; Isa. 41:8

a. James 2:23 (NKJV) — 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.

b. 2 Chronicles 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land
before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?

c. Isaiah 41:8 (NKJV) — 8 “But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, The
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descendants of Abraham My friend.
3. Father of the faithful - Gen 17:5; John 8:37-41; Rom 4:12,16; Gal 3:27-29

a. Genesis 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.

b. John 8:37–41 (NKJV) — 37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill
Me, because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you
do what you have seen with your father.” 39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our
father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham.
40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God.
Abraham did not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.” Then they said to Him, “We were
not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

c. Romans 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still
uncircumcised.

d. Romans 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the
promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all

e. Galatians 3:27–29 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.

4. And a Great example of faith for us - Heb 11:8,17-19; Rom 4:1-4,9-22; James 2:21-24
a. Hebrews 11:8 (NKJV) — 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place

which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
b. Hebrews 11:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and

he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In
Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

c. Romans 4:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according
to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.

d. Romans 4:9–22 (NKJV) — 9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon
the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 10
How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised,
but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness
of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who
believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 12 and
the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the
steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. 13 For the promise that
he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through
the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the
promise made of no effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there
is no transgression. 16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the
promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a
father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the
dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in
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hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So
shall your descendants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body,
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He
did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory
to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22
And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

e. James 2:21–24 (NKJV) — 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered
Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by
works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You
see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

SLIDES 13-17
E. What are some of the Failures of Abraham’s Life?

1. Answer - He was afraid & sinned - (Gen. 12:12-19; 20:2-12).
a. Genesis 12:12–19 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they

will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Please say you are
my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you.” 14 So it
was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful.
15 The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken
to Pharaoh’s house. 16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys,
male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 17 But the LORD plagued Pharaoh and
his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 And Pharaoh called Abram and
said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why
did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your
wife; take her and go your way.”

b. Genesis 20:2–12 (NKJV) — 2 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night,
and said to him, “Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she
is a man’s wife.” 4 But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a
righteous nation also? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she, even she herself said,
‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 And
God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart. For I also
withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now therefore,
restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. But if you
do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” 8 So Abimelech rose
early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing; and the men
were very much afraid. 9 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done
to us? How have I offended you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You
have done deeds to me that ought not to be done.” 10 Then Abimelech said to Abraham, “What
did you have in view, that you have done this thing?” 11 And Abraham said, “Because I thought,
surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill me on account of my wife. 12 But
indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother;
and she became my wife.

2. He was anxious & impatient - (Gen. 15:1-6).
a. Genesis 15:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,

saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 2 But Abram
said, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
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of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in
my house is my heir!” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall
not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He
brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to
number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the
LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

3. He listened to his wife & compromised - (Gen. 16:2; 17:18).
a. Genesis 16:2 (NKJV) — 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the LORD has restrained me from

bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram
heeded the voice of Sarai.

b. Genesis 17:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before
You!”

4. He was led by emotion & Doubted [He laughed - wanted his heir to be Ishmael] - (Gen. 17:17,18;
cf. 21:11).

a. Genesis 17:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart,
“Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!”

b. Cf.  Genesis 21:11 (NKJV) — 11 And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s sight because
of his son.

5. He was plagued by the consequences of his past mistakes (Gen. 16:5,6; cf. 21:9-13).
a. Genesis 16:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid

into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The
LORD judge between you and me.” 6 So Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your maid is in your hand;
do to her as you please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.

b. Cf. Genesis 21:9–13 (NKJV) — 9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had
borne to Abraham, scoffing. 10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out this bondwoman and her
son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with Isaac.” 11 And the
matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s sight because of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham,
“Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman.
Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 13 Yet
I will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is your seed.”

F. From these failures in His life - What Can We learn about our Own failures?
1. Answer - We all battle fear, anxiousness, impatience, pressure to compromise, emotions, &

consequences - James 1:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by
God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived,
it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. ; Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

a. Let us NOT allow our struggles of faith to define us - [Solomon - 1 Kings 11; Saul - 1 Sam 15;
Judas - Matthew 27:5; Demas 2 Timothy 4:10; etc]

(1) Solomon - 1 Kings 11:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as
well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and
Hittites—2 from the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, “You shall
not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their
gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it was so, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his
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God, as was the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David. 7 Then Solomon
built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem,
and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 8 And he did likewise for all his
foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 9 So the LORD became angry
with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other
gods; but he did not keep what the LORD had commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to
Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which
I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant.
12 Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out
of the hand of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe
to your son for the sake of my servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have
chosen.”

(2) Saul - 1 Samuel 15:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint
you king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.
2 Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he
ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and
utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant
and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ” 4 So Saul gathered the people together
and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men of
Judah. 5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said to
the Kenites, “Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For
you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the
Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah
all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive,
and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared
Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were
unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly
destroyed.

(3) Judas - Matthew 27:5 (NKJV) — 5 Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and
departed, and went and hanged himself.

(4) Demas - 2 Timothy 4:9–16 (NKJV) — 9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 10 for Demas has
forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for
Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he
is useful to me for ministry. 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 Bring the cloak that I
left with Carpus at Troas when you come—and the books, especially the parchments. 14
Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works.
15 You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words. 16 At my first defense
no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them.

b. By repentance & trusting God there is forgiveness, growth, strength & victory - 1 Jn 1:9; 2 Pet
1:5-10; Eph 6:10-18;

(1) 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(2) 2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For
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if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

(3) Ephesians 6:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for
all the saints—

c. Strengthening our faith is a process - as we overcome our struggles we are made stronger - Rom
5:1-4; Heb 4:12-14; James 1:1-26

(1) Romans 5:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory
in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character;
and character, hope.

(2) Hebrews 4:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden
from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give
account. 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

(3) James 1:1–26 (NKJV) — 1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall
into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you
lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be
given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of
the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the lowly
brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field
he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the
grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away
in his pursuits. 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved,
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no
one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does
He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires
and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there
is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of
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truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not
produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of
wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for
he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he
who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a
doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks he is
religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.

d. Accepting the consequences of our failures - [David - 2 Sam 12:10-12, 15-19; 13:28,29; 2 Sam
15;  2 Sam 18:14]

(1) 2 Samuel 12:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house,
because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11
Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and
I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your
wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel,
before the sun.’ ”

(2) 2 Samuel 12:15–19 (NKJV) — 15 Then Nathan departed to his house. And the LORD struck
the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 16 David therefore pleaded with God
for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of
his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he
eat food with them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the
servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while
the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that
the child is dead? He may do some harm!” 19 When David saw that his servants were
whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is
the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.”

(3) 2 Samuel 13:28 (NKJV) — 28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch
now, when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill
him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.”

(4) 2 Samuel 13:29 (NKJV) — 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and each one got on his mule and fled.

(5) 2 Samuel 15 (NKJV) — 1 After this it happened that Absalom provided himself with chariots
and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 Now Absalom would rise early and stand beside
the way to the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for a
decision, that Absalom would call to him and say, “What city are you from?” And he would say,
“Your servant is from such and such a tribe of Israel.” 3 Then Absalom would say to him, “Look,
your case is good and right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear you.” 4 Moreover Absalom
would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause
would come to me; then I would give him justice.” 5 And so it was, whenever anyone came near
to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him. 6 In this manner
Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts
of the men of Israel. 7 Now it came to pass after forty years that Absalom said to the king,
“Please, let me go to Hebron and pay the vow which I made to the LORD. 8 For your servant
took a vow while I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If the LORD indeed brings me back to
Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’ ” 9 And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose
and went to Hebron. 10 Then Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As
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soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, ‘Absalom reigns in Hebron!’ ” 11
And with Absalom went two hundred men invited from Jerusalem, and they went along
innocently and did not know anything. 12 Then Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite,
David’s counselor, from his city—from Giloh—while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy
grew strong, for the people with Absalom continually increased in number. 13 Now a messenger
came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.” 14 So David said to
all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape
from Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us,
and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 15 And the king’s servants said to the king, “We
are your servants, ready to do whatever my lord the king commands.” 16 Then the king went out
with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to keep the house. 17
And the king went out with all the people after him, and stopped at the outskirts. 18 Then all his
servants passed before him; and all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six
hundred men who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king. 19 Then the king said
to Ittai the Gittite, “Why are you also going with us? Return and remain with the king. For you
are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place. 20 In fact, you came only yesterday.
Should I make you wander up and down with us today, since I go I know not where? Return, and
take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you.” 21 But Ittai answered the king and said,
“As the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in whatever place my lord the king
shall be, whether in death or life, even there also your servant will be.” 22 So David said to Ittai,
“Go, and cross over.” Then Ittai the Gittite and all his men and all the little ones who were with
him crossed over. 23 And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed over.
The king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over toward the
way of the wilderness. 24 There was Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark
of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up until all the
people had finished crossing over from the city. 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark
of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will bring me back and
show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here
I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.” 27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are
you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son, and
Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes
from you to inform me.” 29 Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to
Jerusalem. And they remained there. 30 So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives,
and wept as he went up; and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who
were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up. 31 Then someone told
David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O
LORD, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!” 32 Now it happened when David
had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God—there was Hushai the Archite
coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head. 33 David said to him, “If you go on
with me, then you will become a burden to me. 34 But if you return to the city, and say to
Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; as I was your father’s servant previously, so I will now
also be your servant,’ then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me. 35 And do you not
have Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? Therefore it will be that whatever you hear
from the king’s house, you shall tell to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 Indeed they have there
with them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them you
shall send me everything you hear.” 37 So Hushai, David’s friend, went into the city. And
Absalom came into Jerusalem.

(6) 2 Samuel 18:14 (NKJV) — 14 Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took three
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spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst
of the terebinth tree.

e. We will either allow our past failures to continue to defeat us or allow them to strengthen us,
repenting & overcoming them.

(1) “Every saint has a PAST, and every sinner has a future” - sign on a church marque.

SLIDES 18-22
G. What Is The Strength of Abraham that we can apply to our lives today?

1. Answer - He Believed and Obeyed
a. The test of circumcision - Genesis 17:1–27 (NKJV) — 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old,

the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you
exceedingly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me,
behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your
name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants
after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants
after you. 8 Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 9 And God said to
Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you
and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
Me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your
generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not
your descendant. 13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must
be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the
uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be
cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 And I will bless her
and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of
peoples shall be from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart,
“Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” 19
Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will
establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.
20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great
nation. 21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set
time next year.” 22 Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 23 So
Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and all who were bought with his
money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their
foreskins that very same day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when
he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very same day Abraham was
circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27 and all the men of his house, born in the house or bought with
money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.
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(1) The promise - “walk before Me and be blameless. And I will make My covenant between Me
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” - Gen 17:2 

(2) The sign of the covenant - Every male child among you shall be circumcised; … it shall be a sign
of the covenant between Me and you.” - Gen 17:9-14

(3) Initial doubt & proposed alternative - Gen 17:15-18
(4) The covenant would be with Him & the son Sarah would bare a year later - his name was to be

Isaac - Gen 17:19-22
(5) Abraham trusts & obeys - Gen 17:23-27

(a) Romans 4:19–22 (NKJV) - 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body,
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20
He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith,
giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able
to perform….

(6) Isaac was born when he was 100 years old & Sarah 90 - Gen 21:5. 25 years after the promise
was given in Haran  - Gen 12:4

(a) Genesis 21:5 (NKJV) — 5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was
born to him.

(b) Genesis 12:4 (NKJV) — 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went
with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

(7) Abraham lived 15 years after the birth of his grandson’s Jacob & Esau, dying at the age of 175
- Gen 25:6-7,26

(a) Genesis 25:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which
Abraham had; and while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son,
to the country of the east. 7 This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one
hundred and seventy-five years.

(b) Genesis 25:26 (NKJV) — 26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of
Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

b. The test of Lot - Genesis 14:1–20:18 (NKJV) — 1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel
king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 2
that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah,
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these joined together in the
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with
him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in
Shaveh Kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the
wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the
country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar. 8 And the king
of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela
(that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 against
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of
Ellasar—four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains. 11
Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way.
12 They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.
13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees
of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with Abram.
14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and
eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15
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He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued
them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 16 So he brought back all the goods, and also
brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people. 17 And the king
of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his return
from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. 18 Then Melchizedek king of
Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him
and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed
be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of
all. 21 Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the LORD, God
Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal
strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram
rich’—24 except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with
me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.” 1 After these things the word of the
LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your
exceedingly great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have
given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” 4 And behold, the word of the
LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your
own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven,
and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.
7 Then He said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you
this land to inherit it.” 8 And he said, “Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?” 9 So He
said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram,
a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down
the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And
when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 Now when the sun
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon
him. 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land
that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also
the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15
Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But
in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a
smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 18 On the same day the
LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the
Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” 1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she
had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the
LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain
children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar
her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt
ten years in the land of Canaan. 4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw
that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My
wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived,
I became despised in her eyes. The LORD judge between you and me.” 6 So Abram said to Sarai,
“Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with
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her, she fled from her presence. 7 Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in
the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have
you come from, and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my
mistress Sarai.” 9 The Angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit
yourself under her hand.” 10 Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, “I will multiply your
descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.” 11 And the Angel of the
LORD said to her: “Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son. You shall call his name
Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild man; His hand shall
be against every man, And every man’s hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of
all his brethren.” 13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her,
You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen Him who sees me?” 14
Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So
Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was
eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old,
the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you
exceedingly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me,
behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your
name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants
after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants
after you. 8 Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 9 And God said to
Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you
and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
Me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your
generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not
your descendant. 13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must
be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the
uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be
cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 And I will bless her
and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of
peoples shall be from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart,
“Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” 19
Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will
establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.
20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great
nation. 21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set
time next year.” 22 Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 23 So
Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and all who were bought with his
money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their
foreskins that very same day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when
he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old
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when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very same day Abraham was
circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27 and all the men of his house, born in the house or bought with
money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the
terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 So he lifted his
eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from
the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, 3 and said, “My Lord, if I have now
found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 And I will bring a morsel of bread, that
you may refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your
servant.” They said, “Do as you have said.” 6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said,
“Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran
to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it. 8
So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood
by them under the tree as they ate. 9 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” So he
said, “Here, in the tent.” 10 And He said, “I will certainly return to you according to the time of
life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was
behind him.) 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed
the age of childbearing. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown
old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the
LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall
have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. And He said,
“No, but you did laugh!” 16 Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send them on the way. 17 And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, in order that he may
command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.” 20
And the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their
sin is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to
the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” 22 Then the men turned away
from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 23 And Abraham
came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there
were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty
righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with
the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” 26 So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city,
then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27 Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now,
I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were
five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?” So He said,
“If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.” 29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said,
“Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”
30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found
there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said, “Indeed now, I have
taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?” So He said, “I
will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will
speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for
the sake of ten.” 33 So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. 1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the
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evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and
he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 2 And he said, “Here now, my lords, please turn
in to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go
on your way.” And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 3 But he
insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then he made them a feast, and
baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men
of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 And they
called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us
that we may know them carnally.” 6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door
behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two
daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to
them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the
shadow of my roof.” 9 And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to stay
here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they
pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 10 But the men reached
out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 And they struck the
men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they
became weary trying to find the door. 12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here?
Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out of this
place! 13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before
the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went out and spoke to
his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the
LORD will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 15 When the morning
dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who
are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city.” 16 And while he lingered, the men
took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the LORD being
merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 17 So it came to pass, when
they had brought them outside, that he said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay
anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.” 18 Then Lot said to them,
“Please, no, my lords! 19 Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have
increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the
mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. 20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and
it is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.” 21 And
he said to him, “See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this
city for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive
there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 23 The sun had risen upon the earth when
Lot entered Zoar. 24 Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from
the LORD out of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of
the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became
a pillar of salt. 27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before
the LORD. 28 Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain;
and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. 29 And
it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.
30 Then Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountains, and his two daughters were with him;
for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. 31 Now the
firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man on the earth to come in to us
as is the custom of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with
him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.” 33 So they made their father drink wine that
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night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know when she lay down
or when she arose. 34 It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger, “Indeed
I lay with my father last night; let us make him drink wine tonight also, and you go in and lie with
him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.” 35 Then they made their father drink wine
that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down
or when she arose. 36 Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37 The
firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 And
the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the people of
Ammon to this day. 1 And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh
and Shur, and stayed in Gerar. 2 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night,
and said to him, “Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she
is a man’s wife.” 4 But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a
righteous nation also? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she, even she herself said,
‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 And
God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart. For I also
withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now therefore,
restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. But if you
do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” 8 So Abimelech rose
early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their hearing; and the men
were very much afraid. 9 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done
to us? How have I offended you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You
have done deeds to me that ought not to be done.” 10 Then Abimelech said to Abraham, “What
did you have in view, that you have done this thing?” 11 And Abraham said, “Because I thought,
surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will kill me on account of my wife. 12 But
indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother;
and she became my wife. 13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father’s
house, that I said to her, ‘This is your kindness that you should do for me: in every place, wherever
we go, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ” 14 Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and
female servants, and gave them to Abraham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him. 15 And
Abimelech said, “See, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16 Then to Sarah he
said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you
before all who are with you and before everybody.” Thus she was rebuked. 17 So Abraham prayed
to God; and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female servants. Then they bore children;
18 for the LORD had closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah,
Abraham’s wife. ---- Genesis 18:16–33 (NKJV) — 16 Then the men rose from there and looked
toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on the way. 17 And the LORD said,
“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him,
in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of
the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has
spoken to him.” 20 And the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” 22 Then
the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the
LORD. 23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the
wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place
and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as

Page 17 of  23



this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it
from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27 Then Abraham
answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak
to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the
city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.” 29 And he spoke
to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He said, “I will not do
it for the sake of forty.” 30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose
thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said,
“Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found
there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will
not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33 So the LORD went His way as soon as He had finished
speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

(1) Lot taken in a raid, but Abraham rescues him - (Gen. 14:11-16)
(2) Blessed by Melchizedek, and paid tithes to him - (Gen. 14:18-20)
(3) Abraham intercedes for Lot & Sodom - God remembers Abraham sparing Lot - (Gen 18:16-33;

19:29; 2 Pet 2:7)
(a) Genesis 19:29 (NKJV) — 29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain,

that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.

(b) 2 Peter 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct
of the wicked

2. Would we have enough faith to go into the portals of Heaven and plea with God to spare the
unrighteous that they may repent of their sins?

SLIDES 23-27
H. What is a COVENANT - and what do you know about this act?

1. Answer:  A covenant is "a solemn agreement between two or more parties, made binding by some
sort of oath" ("Covenant," Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible.,). Most contracts have an end date, but
a covenant is thought of as a permanent arrangement. It is also noted that a contract is generally
signed with the basis of mistrust.

2. The Abrahamic Covenant
a. In making a covenant with Abraham, God promised to bless his descendants and make them His own

special people-in return, Abraham was to remain faithful to God and to serve as a channel of blessing
to the rest of the world (Gen 12:1-3).

(1) Genesis 12:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From
your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great
nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those
who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.”

b. Abraham's story begins with his migration with the rest of his family from Ur of the Chaldeans in
ancient Babylonia (Genesis 11:31 (NKJV) — 31 And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson
Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with
them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.

(1) He and his family moved north along the trade routes of the ancient world and settled in the
flourishing trade center of Haran.

c. While living in Haran, at the age of 75, Abraham received a call from God to go to a strange,
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unknown land that God would show him.
(1) Apparently, the call in Haran was God's second call to Abraham (Acts 7:1-4).

(a) Acts 7:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And he said,
“Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from
your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he came out of the land of the
Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this
land in which you now dwell.

d. God promised Abraham that He would make him the father of a great nation.
(1) The promise must have seemed unbelievable to Abraham because his wife, Sarah, was childless

(Gen 11:30-31; 17:15).
(a) Genesis 11:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And Terah took his

son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son
Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of
Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.

(b) Genesis 17:15 (NKJV) — 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.

(2) Abraham obeyed God with no hint of doubt or disbelief
(3) He took his wife and his nephew, Lot, and went to the land that God would show him.

e. Abraham moved south along the trade routes from Haran, through Shechem and Bethel, to the land
of Canaan (Genesis 12:4–9 (NKJV) — 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and
Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Then
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered,
and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So
they came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far
as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared
to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” And there he built an altar to the
LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and
he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and
called on the name of the LORD. 9 So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.

(1) Canaan was a populated area at the time, inhabited by the Canaanites.
f. Abraham's belief that God would ultimately give this land to him and his descendants was an act of

faith.
(1) The circumstances seemed quite difficult, but Abraham's faith in God's promises allowed him to

trust in the Lord.
g. In Genesis 15 the Lord reaffirmed His promise to Abraham.

(1) The relationship between God and Abraham was a covenant relationship.
(2) Abraham agreed to go to the land that God would show him (an act of faith), and God agreed to

make Abraham a great nation (Gen 12:1).
(3) However, Abraham became anxious about the promise of a nation being found in his descendants

because of his advanced age-and the Lord then reaffirmed the earlier covenant.
(4) Because Abraham was childless, he proposed to make a slave, Eliezer of Damascus, his heir

(Genesis 15:1 (NKJV) — 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

(a) We know from recent archaeological discoveries at Nuzi and Larsa (both in Iraq), a common
practice of that time among heirless families was to adopt a slave who would inherit the master's
goods.

(b) "Numerous ancient Near Eastern documents provide for the adoption of a stranger who inherits
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the estate in return for the performance of filial duties. These include paying the adoptive parents
the proper respect, maintaining the household, taking care of their physical needs and comforts
in their old age, and performing the funerary rites at their death. In such cases, the adopted son
cannot be deprived of a share of the inheritance even if there are subsequently natural-born sons.
Thus, God's emphatic and unambiguous reply in verse 4 can only mean that the patriarch,
despairing of having children, had decided to resort to the adoption of his servant but has not yet
acted. God assures him that this will not be necessary." (Sarna, JPS Torah Commentary, notes
on Gen 15:3)

h. God rejected Abraham's proposal and challenged his faith (Genesis 15:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 And behold,
the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come
from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward
heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.”

(1) Abraham's response is the model of believing faith (Gen 15:6; Heb 11:8-16).
(a) Hebrews 11:8–16 (NKJV) — 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the

place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength
to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him
faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as
many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 13
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they
had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity
to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

(2) The rest of Genesis 15 consists of a ceremony between Abraham and God that was commonly used
in the ancient world to formalize a covenant (Genesis 15:7–21 (NKJV) — 7 Then He said to him,
“I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”
8 And he said, “Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?” 9 So He said to him, “Bring
Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and
placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when the vultures
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 Now when the sun was going down, a
deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then He said
to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and
will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they
serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 Now as for you, you
shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 But in the fourth
generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 17 And it
came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven
and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 18 On the same day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt
to the great river, the River Euphrates—19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the
Jebusites.”
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(a) Here we see the cutting of the animals in two.
(b) God passed between the pieces of the torn flesh (the smoking pot and flaming torch were

symbolic of God's presence).
i. Later, God repeated this covenant to Abraham' son, Isaac (Genesis 17:19 (NKJV) — 19 Then God

said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.

j. Stephen summarized the story in the book of Acts (Acts 7:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 Then the high priest said,
“Are these things so?” 2 And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our
father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Get out
of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he came out
of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved
him to this land in which you now dwell. 5 And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough
to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession,
and to his descendants after him. 6 But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a
foreign land, and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7
‘And the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come
out and serve Me in this place.’ 8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham
begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve
patriarchs.). - from David Padfield “Bible Covenants)

3. What Covenants exist in the N.T. Era ....ie (The Christian Dispensation)
a. Being a Christian - Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are

about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

b. And Marriage -  Matthew 19:3–10 (NKJV) — 3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and
saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 4 And He answered
and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and
female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command
to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.
9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another,
commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 10 His disciples said
to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”

SLIDES 23-27
I. What in your study do you think is the greatest test of Abrahams Faith?

1. Answer - The greatest  test of Abraham’s faith -(Genesis 22:1–18 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass
after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship,
and we will come back to you.” 6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac
his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said,
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“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “My
son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 9
Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed
the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the Angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 12 And He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you
have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and
there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place,
The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By
Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your
son, your only son—17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as
the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the
gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice.”).

a. Commanded to give his promised son as a sacrifice - (Gen 22:1,2) 
b. Obeyed - arose early - made trip to Moriah, (2 Chronicles 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now Solomon began

to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to
his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.)
ascended the mount - knew he would return w/ lad - (Gen 22:3-5)

c. Offered Isaac - (Gen 22:9-10; Heb 11:17)
(1) Hebrews 11:17 (NKJV) — 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he

who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,
d. Abraham demonstrated his complete confidence in God keeping His promises – (Rom 4:20-21; Gen.

18:14; Matt. 19:26; Luke 1:37; 2 Tim 1:12; Heb. 11:13)
(1) Romans 4:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was

strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised
He was also able to perform.

(a) Genesis 18:14 (NKJV) — 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will
return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”

(b) Matthew 19:26 (NKJV) — 26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

(c) Luke 1:37 (NKJV) — 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.”
(d) 2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not

ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.

(e) Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV) — 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

(2) Hebrews 11:17–19 (NKJV) - 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac
your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead,
from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

(3) James 2:21–24 (NKJV) - 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac
his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works
faith was made perfect? 
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(a) 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is
justified by works, and not by faith only.

SLIDES 31-47
J. What is your Understanding between James’ statement concerning Abraham and Paul’s Romans 4

statement concerning Abraham?
1. Answer -

Slides 28-30
K. Consider Your Journey of Faith - Can you say that we are following in the steps of Abraham?

1. Are we strong or weak in the faith?
2. Do we trust God regardless of how things appear from our perspective?
3. Do we give glory to God by trusting Him and obeying Him In EVERYTHING?

Page 23 of  23


