
Lesson One: Learning From The Past – 1 Corinthians  10:11 & Romans 15:4 
ABRAHAM - FAITH vrs WORKS & His Journey of FAITH and Works

1. James uses the example of Abraham which would be strong to the Jews and to us as well. — 2:21 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?
a. James expects an affirmative answer.  
b. Abraham was justified (counted or reckoned just or righteous before God) when he worked

(obeyed).
i. Gen. 22:18; Heb. 11:17-19

c. We need a simply trusting faith and obey like Abraham.

2. 2:22  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?
a. Abraham’s faith was working together with his works.
b. Faith and works cooperated with each other to produce justification.
c. By works, faith was made perfect (complete).
d. Neither faith nor works by themselves can justify.

i. An illustration of the balance between faith and works lies hidden within any tree,
vine, or plant.  Leaves use up the nutrients in the process of photosynthesis.  As the
leaves consume nutrients in the sap, a suction is formed, which draws more sap from
the roots.  Without the sap, the leaves and branches would die, but the continual flow
of this sap comes only as it is used up by the work of the leaves.  Likewise, we work
(keep the Lord’s commandments) in order to abide in His love.  John 15:4-10

3. 2:23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.
a. Please notice from verses 22 and 23 that the Scripture was fulfilled (Gen. 15:6) when faith

worked.
i. Was Abraham saved by faith only?  Certainly not!
ii. When the statement was made of Abraham in Gen. 15:6, he had already obeyed. 

Gen. 12:1-4 ; Heb. 11:8
iii. Also, God knew that he would continue to prove his faith by his works.

b. James clearly shows that Abraham believed God and when his faith was made perfect by
offering Isaac, it was accounted to him for righteousness.

c. Abraham was called the friend of God.  2 Chron. 20:7
d. How do we also become friends of God?  John 15:14

i. In Rom. 4:3-5, Paul quoted the same verse (Gen. 15:6) and showed that Abraham
was justified by faith.

e. Do Paul and James contradict each other?  Certainly not!
f. James is showing that one is not justified by “faith alone” and Paul is showing that one is not

justified by “works alone,” although Paul does not use the word “alone.”
g. Paul showed that if a person never violated God's righteous requirements, he would be

justified on the basis of his merits.  Rom. 4:4
h. However, since man fails in his service to God (violates His requirements), God through His

grace, take one’s faith into consideration.
i. The faith that God takes into consideration is the same kind that Abraham had, a faith that

obeys.  Rom. 4:12
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4. 2:24  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
a. The only conclusion that can be drawn here is that Abraham was not justified by faith only,

and neither are we.
i. There is a vast difference between “justification by faith” and “justification by faith

alone.”

5. 2:26  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
a. This verse is James’ concluding statement to the arguments he had just developed.
b. Faith without works is a lifeless as the body without the spirit.  It is as a corpse from which

the breath of life has vanished.

Questions For Lesson One:

1. What do you know about the lineage and heritage of Abram - Gen 11:2, cf 1 Chron 1:27 & Neh. 9:7?
1. Answer -

 
2. Where did Abrams faith stem from? 

1. Answer -

3. Was not his father a Pagan? 
1. Answer -

4. As you look at Abram/Abrahams life  - what is the Key to his life? 
1. Answer -

5. What are some of the Failures of Abraham’s Life?
1. Answer -

6. From these failures in His life - What Can We learn about our Own failures?
1. Answer -
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7. What Is The Strength of Abraham that we can apply to our lives today?
1. Answer -

8. What is a COVENANT - and what do you know about this act?
1. Answer:  

2. What Covenants are made in The New Testament Era (i.e. The Christian Dispensation)?
1. Answer - 

9. What in your study do you think is the greatest test of Abrahams Faith?
1. Answer -

10. What is your Understanding between James’ statement concerning Abraham and Paul’s statement
concerning Abraham?
1. Answer -

11. Considering Your Journey of Faith - Can you say that we are following in the steps of Abraham?
1. Are we strong or weak in the faith?

2. Do we trust God regardless of how things appear from our perspective?

3. Do we give glory to God by trusting Him and obeying Him In EVERYTHING?
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