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•  Josh McDowell, and other scholars, separate the prophecy into three 

parts: 
• The "7 sevens" in Daniel 9:25. 
• The "62 sevens" in Daniel 9:25. 
• And the 70th "seven" in Daniel 9:27. 

• Then, they combine the first two periods for a total of 69 "sevens."  
• They combined the first two periods because it is at after the 

completion of those two periods that the anointed one appears, 
and that's what we are trying to calculate - when the 
anointed one was supposed to appear. 

• Next, they interpret the "sevens" as "seven years" or periods of seven 
years, rather than a period of seven days or seven weeks or seven 
months.  

• Part of the reason that this is interpreted as "years" is because of the 
reference to "years" in Daniel 9:2. (Daniel 9:2 refers to the "seventy 
years" prophecy that Jeremiah spoke of in Jeremiah 25).  

Daniel 9:24-27 – Understanding The Vision 
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• The mathematics of calculating Daniel 9:24-26 and the issue of the 
360-day "prophetic" calendar 

• At this point, we're adding the 7 "sevens" and the 62 "sevens" for a 
total of 69 "sevens". And we are interpreting the 69 "sevens" to mean 
69 periods of seven years, for a total of 483 years. So, we are saying 
that there would be a period of 483 years from the time that a decree 
is given to rebuild Jerusalem to the time that a Messiah is to appear.  

• Some Christian scholars say that the period of 483 years should not be 
thought of in terms of our modern solar calendar which is based on a 
365.25 days to a year. Instead, we are to use a "prophetic" calendar 
which has 360 days to a year. Many ancient calendars, including the 
Jewish calendar, was based on a lunar year of 12 months, with each 
month lasting 30 days each. Many ancient peoples, including the 
ancient Jews, did realize that there actually were more than 360 days 
to a year and so they would tack on an extra five days at some point 
during the year. 

Daniel 9:24-27 – Understanding The Vision 
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• Another reason some scholars say that we should apply 
a 360-day calendar to Daniel's prophecy is because of 
various Bible references that allude to a fixed 30-day 
month view of time. For example, in Genesis 7:24, it 
says that the flood lasted 150 days. And, in Genesis 
7:11, it says the flood began in the 17th day of the 
second month. And in Genesis 8:4, it says that the 
flood subsided on the 17th day of the seventh month, 
when the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 
So, these passages present us a 5-month period of 
time that is described as being 150 days in length. And 
that of course is five 30-day months.   

Daniel 9:24-27 – Understanding The Vision 
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• There are other Bible passages that indicate that time is being 
measured in fixed 30-day month periods. Revelation 12:6 mentions a 
1,260 day period which, in my view, clearly relates to the three-and-
a-half-year period mentioned in Revelation 12:13-14 and in Daniel 
9:27. For three-and-a-half years to equal 1,260 days, one would 
have to measure years in 360-day increments. That of course doesn't 
mean that the earth's orbit of the sun is going to speed up or 
change, it just simply means that the prophetic year is a measure of 
time in which a "year" has 360 days, nothing more, nothing less. It's 
no different than weighing a bag of groceries using the metric system 
of kilograms and then using the old English system of pounds and 
ounces. It is not that one system causes the groceries to weigh more 
or less, but rather the two systems describe the weight in different 
units. So too does the prophetic year in comparison to our solar 
calendar - it uses a different system to measure time. 

Daniel 9:24-27 – Understanding The Vision 
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• So, we take the 483 years that we had calculated earlier and 
we multiply the 483 by 360. In other words, we are viewing 
the 483 year period described in Daniel 9:25 as "prophetic 
years" of 360 days each. And, 483 times 360 equals 
173,880. And that gives us a total of 173,880 days. 

• Now, we want to apply these 173,880 days to our 
calendar, which has 365.25 days to a year. 

• Why? So that we can use our calendar in trying to figure out 
the year that this part of Daniel's prophecy was to begin its 
fulfillment and when this part of Daniel's prophecy was to be 
completed.  

• So, we divide the 173,880 days into years of 365.25 days. 
And, that equals 476 (solar) years. Now, we need to figure 
out when this 476 year period was supposed to begin.    

Daniel 9:24-27 – Understanding The Vision 
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• At this point we are trying to figure out when the 476-year 
period begins. The prophecy in Daniel 9:24-26 begins with a 
decree to rebuild Jerusalem. Many people have proposed 
different years for different decrees. And I won't pretend to 
have the "only correct answer," because I don't know if I 
have that or not. In any event, here are four decrees that 
are often discussed in relation to Daniel 9:24-26: 
• The decree from Cyrus in 539 BC. (see Ezra 1:1-4) 
• The decree from Darius in 519 BC. (see Ezra 5:3-7) 
• The decree from Artaxerxes to Ezra in 457 BC. (see Ezra 

7:11-16) 
• The decree from Artaxerxes to Nehemiah in 444 BC. (see 

Nehemiah 2:1-8) 

When are the 69 weeks to Begin…. 
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• As cited in McDowell's book, a Christian scholar named J.D. 
Wilson contends that only the decree from Artaxerxes to 
Nehemiah applies to this prophecy. As cited in McDowell's book, 
Wilson explains: 
• " The words of the decree are not given, but its subject 

matter can easily be determined. Nehemiah hears of the 
desolate condition of Jerusalem. He is deeply grieved. The 
King asks the reason. Nehemiah replies, 'the city, the place 
of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are consumed with fire.' The King bids him make request. 
He does so promptly, asking for an order to from the King 
that 'I be sent to the city that I may build it.' And, as we 
read, he was sent, and he rebuilt Jerusalem.”   

When are the 69 weeks to Begin…. 
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• And so, that is J.D. Wilson's reason for using the Artaxerxes to 
Nehemiah. The next issue is finding a date for that decree. McDowell, 
page 199 of his "The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict," reads: 
• The decree was given in 444 B.C., based on the following: 

• 'In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes' 
(Nehemiah 2:1). 
• Artaxerxes' accession was in 465 B.C. 
• There is no date specified, so according to the Jewish custom the 

date is understood as the first day of the month, which would be 
Nisan 1, 444 BC. 
• March 5, 444 B.C. is our corresponding calendar date. “ 

• (Many scholars use the March 5 date, but not all use the 444 BC year. 
Some use 445 BC as the twentieth year of Artaxerxes.  
• Regardless of whether you accept the date as being March 5, 444 

BC or March 5, 445 BC, we now have a starting point for Daniel's 
prophecy.   

When are the 69 weeks to Begin…. 
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• We are now at the point where we can try to pinpoint when the 
Messiah was supposed to make his appearance. If we agree on the 
points that have been made earlier, then we simply calculate 476 
years into the future, using 444 BC as the starting point. To 
do that, if I am not mistaken, we count 443 BC as the first of the 
476 years. Why - because the first began in 444 BC and it ended in 
443 BC. So we start counting from 443 BC. So, we have 443 years 
on the BC side of measuring time and that leaves us with 33 years 
on the AD side to account for the full 476 years. Using this formula, 
we arrive at 33 AD the year in time in which the Messiah was to 
appear. 

• And that would correspond to the time that Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey. The reason the donkey is important is that 
in Zechariah 9:9, the prophet Zechariah speaks of a King riding a 
donkey and presenting himself as the King to Jerusalem.   

When are the 69 weeks to End…. 
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• Alfred Edersheim, a Christian Jew who lived during the 1800s, studied ancient Rabbinical 
writings, and said that Zechariah 9:9 was often interpreted as being about a Messiah. In 
the book, "The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah," Edersheim wrote: "The Messianic 
application of this verse in all its parts has already been repeatedly indicated. We may 
here add that there are many traditions about this donkey on which the Messiah is to 
ride; and so firm was the belief in it, that, according to the Talmud, `if anyone saw a 
donkey in his dreams, he will see salvation' (Ber 56 b).“ 
• So then, what better way for a Messiah to announce himself in Jerusalem than to 

enter the great city on the back of a humble donkey? 
• There are theories that pinpoint the exact date of the exact year that Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem. The dates that I have seen in my review of other people's research is April 6, 
either April 6, 32 AD, or April 6, 33 AD. (And, again, the difference in the year depends 
on whether the 20th year of Artaxerxes was in 444 BC or 445 BC). And, some scholars 
have claimed that there is exactly 173,880 days from March 5, 444 BC to April 6, 33 AD 
(and, 173,880 days from March 5, 445 BC to April 6, 32 AD).   

When are the 69 weeks to End…. 
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• I found a Web site that pulls together various ancient writings 
from Rabbis, commenting on Daniel, chapter 9. That Web site's 
address is: http://www.inerrancy.org/dan.htm 

• According to that Web site, at least a handful of ancient Rabbis 
agree that it is correct to view Daniel 9 as providing a timeline 
for the arrival of a Messiah. Below are a few examples that I 
copied verbatim from that Web site: 
• " Maimonides (Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon): "Daniel has 

elucidated to us the knowledge of the end times. However, 
since they are secret, the wise [rabbis] have barred the 
calculation of the days of Messiah’s coming so that the 
untutored populace will not be led astray when they see that 
the End Times have already come but there is no sign of the 
Messiah" (Igeret Teiman, Chapter 3 p.24.) “ 

Rabbinical Scholars on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• "Rabbi Moses Abraham Levi: "I have examined and searched all the 
Holy Scriptures and have not found the time for the coming of Messiah 
clearly fixed, except in the words of Gabriel to the prophet Daniel, 
which are written in the 9th chapter of the prophecy of Daniel (The 
Messiah of the Targums, Talmuds and Rabbinical Writers, 1971) p.141-
142 (These two quotes were taken from The Creator Beyond Time and 
Space by Mark Eastman, M.D. and Chuck Missler (The Word for Today, 
1996)). “ 

• Assuming that these citations are accurate renderings of what the 
Rabbis had said, it seems clear that these Rabbis believed that Daniel 
9:24-26 referred to a Messiah, a very important Messiah, and that the 
Bible passage provided the information needed to calculate the 
Messiah's arrival. As for the first example, Maimonides of course was a 
Judaist, not a Christian, and so from his point of view, the prophecy 
had not yet been fulfilled. And that would account for his comments 
about calculating the Messiah's arrival.   

Rabbinical Scholars on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• 160AD Clement of Alexandria (On Daniel 9:24-27 ; The 'Seventy Weeks' of 
Daniel) "And thus Christ became King of the Jews, reigning in Jerusalem in 
the fulfillment of the seven weeks. And in the sixty and two weeks the 
whole of Judaea was quiet, and without wars. And Christ our Lord, "the 
Holy of Holies," having come and fulfilled the vision and the prophecy, was 
anointed in His flesh by the Holy Spirit of His Father. In those "sixty and 
two weeks," as the prophet said, and "in the one week," was He Lord. The 
half of the week Nero held sway, and in the holy city Jerusalem placed the 
abomination; and in the half of the week he was taken away, and Otho, 
and Galba, and Vitellius. And Vespasian rose to the supreme power, and 
destroyed Jerusalem, and desolated the holy place." (Miscellanies 1:21)  

• 160AD Tertullian "Vespasian, in the first year of his empire, subdues the 
Jews in war; and there are made lii years, vi months. For he reigned xi 
years. And thus, in the day of their storming, the Jews fulfilled the lxx 
hebdomads predicted in Daniel ." (An Answer to the Jews 8.) (On the 
Seventy Weeks of Daniel)  

Early Christians on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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Daniel, "Seal the words, for the vision is until the end of the time." But to Christ it was 
not said "seal," but "loose" the things bound of old; in order that, by His grace, we might 
know the will of the Father, and believe upon Him whom He has sent for the salvation of 
men, Jesus our Lord. He says, therefore, "They shall return, and the street shall be built, 
and the wall; "which in reality took place. For the people returned and built the city, and 
the temple, and the wall round about. Then he says: "After threescore and two weeks 
the times will be fulfilled, and one week will make a covenant with many; and in the 
midst (half) of the week sacrifice and oblation will be removed, and in the temple will be 
the abomination of desolations." 22. For when the threescore and two weeks are 
fulfilled, and Christ is come, and the Gospel is preached in every place, the times being 
then accomplished, there will remain only one week, the last, in which Elias will appear, 
and Enoch, and in the midst of it the abomination of desolation will be manifested, 179 
viz., Antichrist, announcing desolation to the world. And when he comes, the sacrifice 
and oblation will be removed, which now are offered to God in every place by the 
nations. These things being thus recounted, the prophet again describes another vision 
to us. For he had no other care save to be accurately instructed in all things that are to 
be, and to prove himself an instructor in such." (The interpretation by Hippolytus, 
(bishop) of Rome, of the visions of Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar, taken in conjunction, 
paragraphs 21-22)   

Early Christians on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• 200AD Hippolytus of Rome (On The "Iron Kingdom" of Daniel 7) "Speak with me, O 
blessed Daniel. Give me full assurance, I beseech thee. Thou dost prophesy concerning 
the lioness in Babylon; for thou wast a captive there. Thou hast unfolded the future 
regarding the bear; for thou wast still in the world, and didst see the things come to 
pass. Then thou speakest to me of the leopard; and whence canst thou know this, for 
thou art already gone to thy rest? Who instructed thee to announce these things, but He 
who formed thee in (from ) thy mother's womb? That is God, thou sayest. Thou hast 
spoken indeed, and that not falsely. The leopard has arisen; the he-goat is come; he hath 
broken his horns in pieces; he hath stamped upon him with his feet. He has been exalted 
by his fall; (the) four horns have come up from under that one. Rejoice, blessed Daniel! 
thou hast not been in error: all these things have come to pass. … "After this again thou 
hast told me of the beast dreadful and terrible. 'It had iron teeth and claws of brass: it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it.' Already the 
iron rules; already it subdues and breaks all in pieces; already it brings all the unwilling 
into subjection; already we see these things ourselves. Now we glorify God, being 
instructed by thee." (Treatise on Christ and Antichrist," Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. V, p. 
210, pars. 32, 33. )   

Early Christians on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• 200AD Hippolytus of Rome (70 weeks) 43. With respect, then, to the particular judgment 
in the torments that are to come upon it in the last times by the hand of the tyrants who 
shall arise then, the clearest statement has been given in these passages. But it becomes 
us further diligently to examine and set forth the period at which these things shall come 
to pass, and how the little horn shall spring up in their midst. For when the legs of iron 
have issued in the feet and toes, according to the similitude of the image and that of the 
terrible beast, as has been shown in the above, (then shall be the time) when the iron 
and the clay shall be mingled together. Now Daniel will set forth this subject to us. For he 
says, "And one week will make a covenant with many, and it shall be that in the midst 
(half) of the week my sacrifice and oblation shall cease." By one week, therefore, he 
meant the last week which is to be at the end of the whole world of which week the two 
prophets Enoch and Elias will take up the half. For they will preach 1, 260 days clothed in 
sackcloth, proclaiming repentance to the people and to all the nations. (ibid. )  

• 225AD Origen "The weeks of years, also, which the prophet Daniel had predicted, 
extending to the leadership of Christ, have been fulfilled" (Principles, 4:1:5). (On the 
Seventy Weeks of Daniel)  

• 403AD Sulpcius Severus (On Daniel's Seventy Weeks) "But from the restoration of the 
temple to its destruction, which was completed by Titus under Vespasian, when 
Augustus was consul, there was a period of four hundred and eighty-three years. That 
was formerly predicted by Daniel, who announced that from the restoration of the 
temple to its overthrow there would elapse seventy and nine weeks. Now, from the date 
of the captivity of the Jews until the time of the restoration of the city, there were two 
hundred and sixty years." (p. 254, ch. 11, Sacred History) 

•    

Early Christians on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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Early Christians on Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• 360-day years are used.  
• The Jewish religious year was 12 months of 30 days each.  
• Thus 7 sevens is 49x360 = 17,640 days.  
• 7+62 sevens=69 sevens is 173,880 days.  
• 1 seven is 2,520 days.  
• Skipping the details of converting 360-day years to 365.25 day years (and 1 B.C. to 1 A.D. 

is 1 year, not 2), this gives dates of: 
• 396/395 B.C. (June/July) the city will be rebuilt. 
• 32/33 A.D. (March/April + 5 days) The Messiah will be killed. The Believer’s Bible 

Commentary p.1092 says that Anderson computed this to April 6, 32 A.D. Dr. Harold 
Hoehner comes up with 33 A.D. 

• God wanted to point out to people when His Messiah would come, and for those who 
cared to look, it is very clear. - See the Believer’s Bible Commentary p.1085-1087, 
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties p.289-292, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : Old 
Testament p.1361-1365 The Complete Book of Bible Answers p.256-257 for more info. 

•    

Chronological Summary on Daniel 9:24-27 
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• But at this present time, it seems to me that there is widespread agreement among 
Christian scholars on the following issues:  

• That there is evidence in the Bible to support the concept of the "prophetic calendar" 
which measures time in terms of 360-day years. 

• That there is evidence in the Bible to support the view that the decree of Artaxerxes to 
Nehemiah is, or at least could be, the starting point of Daniel's prophecy. 

• That there is strong evidence from historians and archaeologists to pinpoint "twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes" as being either 444 BC or 445 BC. 

• That the events described in Daniel's prophecy do line up as follows: 
• That there would be a decree to rebuild Jerusalem. 
• Then Jerusalem and the Temple would be rebuilt. 
• Then an anointed one (messiah) would make his appearance and then be "cut off.“ 
• Then Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed again.    

In Conclusion …. 
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• The seventy weeks of Daniel, was a message delivered to Daniel from God, through the 
angel Gabriel.  The message contained a blueprint for world events, revolving around 
Daniel’s people, the Jews, and his holy city, Jerusalem.  In Daniel 9:24, Gabriel informs 
Daniel with the completion of the 490-years on his people and city (70 Weeks), the 
Messianic Age[ will have begun. However,  before the Messianic Age, Messiah the prince 
will be killed or “Cutoff”. According to the qualifiers, specified by Gabriel, the  Messiah is 
cutoff on Passover, 33 A.D. (See Daniel’s Timeline. #1) This corresponds with the close 
of  69 weeks[2] (69x7) or 483 years. From the command of the King of Persia, Artexerxes, 
who gave word to Nehemiah (Neh. 2:8) to rebuild the walls and gates of Jerusalem 
(Daniel 9:25), to  The killing of Messiah the prince, was 69 weeks or 483-years. In Daniel 
9:26, Gabriel informs Daniel after the Messiah the prince is killed the Temple and 
Jerusalem would be destroyed by a group of people, descendents of The prince who is to 
come.  The people who came were the Romans, linking the future prince or ruler to the 
Roman empire.   
The 69th week closes with Messiah the prince being cutoff, but the 70 weeks are not yet 
complete.  The killing of the Messiah, stopped the prophetic clock, before it was 
completed. There is one week or seven-year period remaining. This seven-year period 
begins with the confirming of a covenant with many regarding a future  Jewish Temple. 

• The 70th Week of Daniel’s 70 weeks  is a seven-year period, which begins with the 
agreement between the prince who is to come, a descendent of the Roman armies, and 
Israel allowing the Jewish Temple to be rebuilt. Before the 70th week can be examined 
we need to understand its context to other events.  

• http://www.truthnet.org/endtimes/4/  

Daniel’s 70th Week - Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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False Views – 70th - Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• Those who argue, there is no gap between the 69th and 70th week argue the “He” who 
confirms the covenant in 70th week is Jesus the Messiah, who  with his death after 3 ½ 
years of ministry caused the Temple sacrifice and offering to cease, because they no 
longer served a purpose.  

• This interpretation contrives the text to say what it does not.  There are several reasons a 
time-gap is clearly in the context of Daniel’s Seventy weeks.   

• Daniel 9:26 indicates Messiah the prince will be cutoff or killed at the end to the end of 
the 69th week. 

• After Messiah’s death, the Temple and city are destroyed, 37 years later. 
• The 70th week is not in the context of their destruction. 
• Following the death of Messiah the prince the Temple is destroyed, but in the 70th 

week, a 7-year covenant is confirmed requiring a Temple for sacrifice. Therefore, a future 
Temple is required. 

• Daniel 9:27 indicates the Prince who is to come is a covenant breaker, not a covenant 
keeper. To break a covenant puts the covenant breaker under the curse of the 
agreement.  Jesus would not break a covenant he confirmed. 

• Daniel 9:26 indicates the Prince who is to come is future, and the people who destroy 
the city as precursors to the prince who would come following the death of Messiah the 
prince. 

• If there were no time gap, then the 490 years would be complete leaving the 490-years 
unfulfilled, because the period was determined on Daniel’s people and city, the Jews and 
Jerusalem. The Jews and Jerusalem have not yet experienced the events of Daniel 9:24. 

• The word determine means, dividing, the time was divided on Jerusalem and the Jews, 
meaning the 490-years are segmented ( 7 weeks+ 62 weeks + 1 week= 70 weeks). 

• The stopping of the sacrifice and offering at the Temple causes God’s judgment not 
blessing. The word consummation means complete destruction, this destruction poured 
out on the desolate, results from the abomination on the Temple. Therefore, this event is 
separate from Christ’s death and covenant.   

False Views – 70th - Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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•    

False Views – 70th - Daniel 9:24-27…. 
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• The Messiah and His Mission: 
• The prophecy states forth the primary mission of the Messiah, and 

gives several particulars in addition to a very precise timing of the 
event: 

• He would come and deal with the problem of sin. (9:24).  
• Note three different phrases used in the prophecy; “to finish 

the transgression”; “to make an end of sin”; “to make 
atonement for iniquity.”  

• Jesus introduced a system by His own blood through which one can 
be washed from his sins and held accountable for them no longer 
as well as continue to be forgiven as one walks by faith and seeks 
forgiveness by repentance. 

• He would bring in everlasting righteousness. (9:24). 
• Jesus enacted heaven's plan to make sinners righteous by grace 

through faith (Romans 1:16,17; 3:21-26).   

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 
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• He would seal up the vision (9:24). This means to bring to 
completion; to close or finish.  
• With the coming of Jesus and His new covenant, Divine 

revelation was completed.  
• With the generation who were alive during Jesus' life, we see 

the last living prophets and prophetesses.  
• With those men and women and the messages given through 

them, prophecy would cease. (Hebrews 1:1,2; 1 Corinthians 
13:8-10). 
• He would anoint the Holy Place. (9:24).  
• Jesus is the Messiah (Hebrew), or Christ (Greek). 

• Both of these words mean “anointed one.” When Jesus 
ascended into heaven, He entered the true, spiritual Holy Place 
where He lives and intercedes for us (Hebrews 9:11,12).   

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 
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• The Messiah and His Mission: 
• He will make a firm covenant with many. 

(9:27).  
• His covenant is the New Testament, ratified by 

His death (Hebrews 8:6). 
• He will bring OT sacrifices to an end. (9:27).  

• He did this by offering Himself as our only 
perfect sin offering, thus fulfilling the Law and 
taking that system out of the way. (Hebrews 
7:18,19; 24,25).   

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 


