
Lesson Number Forty Seven 

Chapter Nine – The 70 Weeks Vision 
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• He saw Gabriel – Dan 8:16, 7:16; 2:16 
• Gabriel came to give Daniel understanding. 
• Gabriel also came to give Daniel assurance that God hears 

the supplications – 9:23. 
• The vision of the 70 weeks – Daniel saw: 

• “Thy people and the Holy City…” 
• The rebuilding of the Temple and Jerusalem. 
• The Messiah 
• The Messiah cut off 
• The Temple and Jerusalem destroyed. 

• Unlike the previous visions Daniel does not see anything with 
regard to the four empires. 
• This vision is directly related to the prayer of Daniel for 

Israel’s restoration and the future nation. 

Daniel 9 – What Daniel Sees! 
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24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy.     
25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times.     
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and 
the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.    
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate. The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

Daniel 9 – 70 Weeks Vision 
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24 “God has ordered four hundred ninety years for your people and your holy city for these 
reasons: to stop people from turning against God; to put an end to sin; to take away evil; to 
bring in goodness that continues forever; to bring about the vision and prophecy; and to 
appoint a most holy place. 
25 “Learn and understand these things. A command will come to rebuild Jerusalem. The 
time from this command until the appointed leader comes will be forty-nine years and four 
hundred thirty-four years. Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and a trench filled with 
water around it, but it will be built in times of trouble. 
26 After the four hundred thirty-four years the appointed leader will be killed; he will have 
nothing. The people of the leader who is to come will destroy the city and the holy place. 
The end of the city will come like a flood, and war will continue until the end. God has 
ordered that place to be completely destroyed. 
27 That leader will make firm an agreement with many people for seven years. He will stop 
the offerings and sacrifices after three and one-half years. A destroyer will do terrible 
things until the ordered end comes to the destroyed city.”--- The New Century Version, 
(Dallas, Texas: Word Publishing) 1987, 1988, 1991. 

Daniel 9 – 70 Weeks Vision 
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• There would be a decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem. 

• Jerusalem and the Temple would be 
rebuilt.  

• Then an anointed one (messiah) would be 
"cut off" (an idiom for "rejected" or 
"killed").  

• Then Jerusalem and the Temple would be 

destroyed again.- From:www.BibleQuery.org 

Chronological -Daniel 9 – 70 Weeks Vision 
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• The starting point is March/April 444 B.C. Daniel 9:25 explicitly 
states the starting point was the decree to restore and rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem.  

• This decree is given in Nehemiah 2, and this is 444 B.C.  
• Note that it is not Cyrus’ 538/537 B.C. decree to allow the Jews 

to return home, and it is not Artaxerxes’s decree in 458 B.C. 
(Ezra 7:11-26) allowing the Jews to take back the gold and 
silver that the Babylonians looted from Solomon’s Temple.  

• The early Christian writer Julius Africanus, (writing 232-245 A.D.) 
also mentions the command during Nehemiah’s time as being the 
starting point. (Ante-Nicene Fathers volume 6 p.135) 

Daniel 9:24-26  - A Chronological Summary 
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• There were in fact three decrees: For the Jews 
to return in 538/7 B.C. 
• Artaxerxes’ decree in 458 B.C. for the Jews to 

get back the gold and silver from their Temple. 
• And Artaxerxes’ decree in 444 B.C.  

• However Daniel 9:25 explicitly says the 
decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (not 
the Temple). 
• Artaxerxes’ decree of 444 B.C. is the only 

decree that fits this description. 

Daniel 9:24-27  - But… Which Decree? 
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• The Historical Context: 
• The nation of Judah had fallen away from God. 

Jeremiah had foretold that God would withhold His 
blessings and protection, and that Judah would be 
conquered and taken into captivity which would last for 
70 years (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10).  

• This was later fulfilled when Babylon conquered Judah 
and took them into captivity, the first deportation 
according to history took place in 605 B.C. and the 
return in 535 B.C.  

• Daniel himself was one of the young men taken into 
captivity and lived to see the return commence under 
Darius (Daniel 9:2). 

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 
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• 70 years fulfilled a Divine pattern.  
• The Law of Moses had commanded that every 7th year be a 

“sabbatical year.” This Law of God had been neglected for most 
of Israel's history, so the Lord decreed that they would spend 
one year in captivity for every sabbatical year they had failed to 
keep as a nation.  

• They had missed 70 sabbatical years during their 490 years as 
a nation. 

• But also, this 490 year figure not only looked back into time, it 
also looked forward.  

• The Messiah would come and “make atonement for iniquity” in 
70 units of seven, referred to in the context as “weeks” but the 
word means a unit of seven.  
• In this case, it would not be 7 days but 7 years (Daniel 9:24; cf. 

2 Chronicles 36:20,21; Leviticus 25:3,4).    

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 
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• The time of Daniel's prophecy can be 
precisely pin pointed due to the mention of 
Darius beginning his reign (Daniel 9:1,2).  
• This would make it 538 B.C.  

• The angel Gabriel assures Daniel that not 
only will he see the return from captivity, 
but also gives much more far reaching 
information concerning the coming of the 
Messiah another five centuries in the future.   

Daniel 9:24-26  - 70 Weeks Vision 


