
Lesson Number Forty Four 

Chapter Nine – Prayer and 70 Weeks 
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“In the first year of his reign I 
Daniel understood by books 

the number of the years, 
whereof the word of the LORD 
came to Jeremiah the prophet, 

that he would accomplish 
seventy years in the 

desolations of Jerusalem.” 
Daniel 9:2  

Daniel 9 – Prayer and 70 Weeks 
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• Darius ... Was made king vrs 1.  
• Darius ruled under Cyrus who later ruled directly in 

Babylon – Medes were instruments of God against the 
Babylonians cf. Isa 13:17.   
• This is the reason Daniel saw the Medes and the 

Persians in a united kingdom. 

• The first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus of the 
Medes, king of the Chaldeans. 
• Babylon fell in 539 B.C. cf. Dan. 5:31, 6:1 
• Darius came to rule as a result of this fall – 5:31.  

Outside the Bible Darius’ exact identity is unknown. 
• 1st year of Darius and 1st year of Cyrus – 2 Chron 36:20-

23; Ezra 1:1-4  - are the same year. 

Daniel 9 – Circumstances of this Chapter 
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• Daniel 9:2 – Daniel understood the fulfillment of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy in this year that Cyrus first 
decreed to rebuild the temple – Isa. 44:28; Ezra 
1:1-4… cf. Isa 13-14 God’s judgement on Babylon. 
• Daniel 10:1 follows in chronological order after 

chapter 9. 
• If Cyrus 3rd year and Darius (Gubaru- most likely 

historical figure) first year is the same then Daniel 
did not understand Jeremiah’s prophecy until two 
years after Cyrus gave the degree – Dan. 10:1; 
Ezra 1:1; 2 Chron. 36:23. 
• Is this conclusion acceptable? 

Daniel 9 – Circumstances of this Chapter 
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• Daniel understood the prophecy of Jeremiah: 
• Jer. 25:11-12 – 70 years 
• Jer. 29:10-14 – the return 
• Isa. 44:28 – Cyrus named 
• Isa. 45:1-3, 13 – Purpose stated 
• Isa 46:8-11; 48:3-11, 14-15 – God knows 

the end before the beginning. 
• Daniel began to pray for forgiveness of sins and the 

restoration of Israel to Palestine – 9:3-10 
• Dan. 9:11,13 
• Deut. 30:1-10 
• Lev. 26:14-25 cf Deut 28 with vrs 11.  

Daniel 9 – Circumstances of this Chapter 
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• He saw Gabriel – Dan 8:16, 7:16; 2:16 
• Gabriel came to give Daniel understanding. 
• Gabriel also came to give Daniel assurance that God hears 

the supplications – 9:23. 
• The vision of the 70 weeks – Daniel saw: 

• “Thy people and the Holy City…” 
• The rebuilding of the Temple and Jerusalem. 
• The Messiah 
• The Messiah cut off 
• The Temple and Jerusalem destroyed. 

• Unlike the previous visions Daniel does not see anything with 
regard to the four empires. 

• This vision is directly related to the prayer of Daniel for Israel’s 
restoration and the future nation. 

Daniel 9 – What Daniel Sees! 



1/7/2018 The Book Of Daniel 

7 

• Having gained understanding from Jeremiah’s prophecies Daniel 
turns to repentance: 
• Vrs 3 Then I turned to the Lord God and prayed and asked 

him for help. I did not eat any food. To show my sadness, I 
put on rough cloth and sat in ashes.4 I prayed to the Lord 
my God and told him about all of our sins. I said, “Lord, you 
are a great God who causes fear and wonder. You keep your 
agreement of love with all who love you and obey your 
commands. 

• Vrs 5 “But we have sinned and done wrong. We have been 
wicked and turned against you, your commands, and your 
laws.6 We did not listen to your servants, the prophets, who 
spoke for you to our kings, our leaders, our ancestors, and 
all the people of the land. 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• Vrs 7 “Lord, you are good and right, but we are 
full of shame today—the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem, all the people of Israel, those near and 
far whom you scattered among many nations 
because they were not loyal to you. 

• Vrs 8 Lord, we are all ashamed. Our kings and 
leaders and our fathers are ashamed, because we 
have sinned against you. 

• Vrs 9 “But, Lord our God, you show us mercy and 
forgive us even though we have turned against 
you. 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• Daniel was engaged in spiritual exercises. 
• He had been meditating on Jeremiah’s 

prophecy that the desolation of Jerusalem 
would last for seventy years (cf. Jer. 25:11–
12; 29:10). 

• The prayer which followed was deeply influenced 
by the spirit of Jer. 25.  

• As elsewhere in Scripture, the motivation for 
Daniel’s earnest intercession is twofold: 
• The need of the hour and God’s covenanted 

word of promise.  

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• While abstract logic might lead us to ask why he 
needed to pray when God had already given his 
promise, Daniel himself understood that God 
employs prayer as the means by which He is 
pleased to fulfill his word.  
• Genuine repentance and intercession affected Daniel 

outwardly as well as inwardly.  
• This was presumably a part of Daniel’s private devotions, 

but his actions were not in contradiction of the spirit of 
Matt. 6:16–18, which concerns our appearance in public 
and in any event has in view those who seek the reward 
of others’ praises rather than God’s approval. 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• It is significant that the covenant name of God, Yahweh, 
used in the book only in this chapter, appears frequently 
printed in the NIV as Lord (v 2, 4, 10, 13, 14, 20; cf. 
Ex. 3:13–15). 
• In his longsuffering with his disobedient people God 

had sent prophets to summon them back to covenant 
faithfulness (vrs 5–6).  

• Their exile was the result of their indifference to his 
warning and a fulfillment of the covenant curse (Vrs 7; cf. 
Dt. 28:58, 63–64; Jer. 18:15–17).  

• In a true spirit of repentance, Daniel, the most faithful of 
all God’s people, took to himself their guilt as though it 
were his own (we is repeated eight times in vrs 5–10) 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• Daniel ransacked the OT vocabulary as he 
described and confessed Judah’s failure: 
• (sin, wrong, wickedness, rebellion, turning 

away, not listening, unfaithfulness, 
transgression, disobedience; vrs 5–11)  

• and its consequences (shame and scattering; 
vrs 7).  

• Such judgment is the expression of God’s 
covenant righteousness in response to the sin of 
his people.  

• He has kept his promise (vrs 7, 11–14). 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• As he prayed over the plight of his 
people, Daniel did not ask God to 
abandon his righteousness.  
• Paradoxically, it is the people’s only hope.  

• As in the first exodus, for his own glory 
God revealed his covenant 
righteousness in mercy to the 
oppressed as well as judgment on the 
wicked (cf. Ex. 3:7–10, 20; 6:6). 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 
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• Encouraged by the divine promises through 
Jeremiah, Daniel appealed to God to defend his 
glorious Name which he had bound to the people 
and the city of Jerusalem (vrs 16).  
• Hezekiah did the same in 2 Kings 19:14-19 

• The goal of his intercession is the glory of God’s 
Name; its foundation is God’s covenanted word of 
promise concerning the restoration;  
• Its motivation is the knowledge of the righteous 

mercy revealed in God’s saving deeds in the 
past (vrs 15–19). 

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s Prayer of Restoration 


