
Lesson Number Thirty Nine 

Chapter 8 – The Ram And The He Goat 
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• His greatness was such that he caused the sacrifice to be taken 
away and the sanctuary to be cast down. 
• “and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place 

of his sanctuary was cast down.” vrs 11. 
• Two saints talking reveal the oppression of the sanctuary and this 

lasts 2,300 days. 
• The period (2300 days) are undoubtedly referring to the period 

of Antiochus' abominable treatment of the Jews. This began in 
the year 171 B.C., one year before his return from his second 
expedition to Egypt. In this year began the laying waste of the 
sanctuary. The termination would then be the death of 
Antiochus (164 B.C.). The 2300 days cover a period of six 
years and about 4 months.  

• It is then that Gabriel came and explained the vision and how it 
related to “the time of the end.” – vrs 19b. 

Daniel 8 – What Daniel Sees In The Vision 
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• The RAM with TWO HORNS – is MEDO-PERSIA --- 8:20 
• The Medes and the Persians were East of Babylon (before the 

river Ulai). 
• When their expansion began it was West of Babylon, then North 

up the Euphrates River, 
• Then South through the Fertile Crescent into Egypt --- 8:4  

• The Persian influence was greater in the latter days of the 
Empire – 8:3; 7:5; 5:31; 10:1,13,20; 11:2; Isa. 13:17; 21:2; 
Ester 1:19. 

• This establishes this as the identity of the second kingdom, the 
silver (2:32) and the bear raised up on one side (7:5) 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• The HE-GOAT with ONE HORN, then FOUR HORNS is Greece --- 
8:21. 
• The Greeks were West of the Persian Empire and under the 

leadership of Alexander flew against the Persian dominated 
Asia into the Indus River between 335 and 323 B.C. --- 8:5-7, 21. 

• At Alexander’s sudden death there are basically 13 contenders for 
his empire. The result was a four way division – 8:8, 22. 
• The four kingdoms were: 

• Macedonian ---  
• Trace --- 
• Egypt --- Ptolemy 
• Syria --- The Seleucid Empire 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• The LITTLE HORN is a Persecuting King which comes against the 
people of God in the days of the Kingdom of Greece – 8:23 

• The Seleucid Empire emerges as the dominate force in the world 
after the death of Alexander. 
• Seleucus Nicator I – 312 B.C. 
• Seleucid Antiochus II Theos 
• Seleucus II Callinicus 
• Seleucus III Soter 
• Antiochus II Great (The greatest King) 
• Antiochus III 
• Seleucus IV 
• Antiochus IV Epiphanes (persecutor of the Jews) 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• The major rival force in the world at this time is 
Egypt under the reign of the Ptolemy’s. 
• Egypt and Syria war with one another for some 

200 odd years. 
• Palestine comes under the influence of Syria after 

Antiochus II and III defeat Egypt in 198 B.C. – 
Daniel 8:9. 
• It is not until 164 B.C. that Israel is free of the 

defiling influence of the Seleucid Kings. 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• Thus, we understand the little horn to represent Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes who persecuted the Jews in Palestine from 170 – 
164 B.C. – Daniel 8:24-26. 
• “The later time of their kingdom,” shortly after this the 

Seleucid Empire slides and falls. 
• “The transgressors are come to the full,” is like the Jews 

who were willing to be Hellenized. 
• “The daily sacrifice” – 8:11, these were the offerings 

ordained by God for Temple Worship that was to take place 
every morning and evening – Num. 28:3-4; 29:6; Ex. 29:38-
39. 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• “The Sanctuary” is first the tabernacle – Ex. 25:8-9, 
then the temple - 1 Chron. 22:19. 
• “Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host..” – 

vrs 11 and “and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by 
peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of princes” – vrs 25. 

• Remember that these are Jehovah’s titles. 
• This defiler of holy things and persecutor of the 

saints would be broken “without hand” – Dan. 2:34, 
44. 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 
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• Judea Under the Seleucids 
• With the rise to power of Antiochus IV, king of the 

Seleucid kingdom, the Tobiads were able to have 
him appoint a replacement High Priest – 
Menelaus( a Bejamine), removing Jason (a 
Zadokite). 

• The people did not approve the change in High 
Priest and there was significant unrest, leading to 
Syrian (Seleucid) action to settle the situation. 
 

Daniel 8 – Explanation of the Vision 



Antiochus IV- Epiphanes 
• 175 – usurps throne from nephew 
• Tries to unify empire via Hellenism 
• Favors Hellenistic Jews; Jerusalem 

refounded 
• Deposes high priests 

– Onias 3 for Jason 
– Jason for Menelaus 

• 168 – defeated by Romans in Egypt 
– Tries to destroy Judaism; rededicates the 2nd 

Temple to Zeus. 



• This unrest, plus an 
embarrassing defeat 
against Egypt, led 
Antiochus IV (called 
Epiphanes = God 
manifest) to outlaw 
Jewish practice in Israel 
– In 167 BC, he took control 

of Jerusalem 

– Antiochus IV outlawed 
scriptures, sacrifice to 
Yahweh, observance of 
Sabbath ,etc. 

 

4 Drachma Silver Coin of 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 

Left side portrayed as Zeus. 
Right side portrayed as Zeus 

Enthroned 
carrying the Goddess Nike 

(Victory).  

Judea under the Seleucids 



Antiochus imposed the following 
Regulations 

• Jews could not assemble for prayer 
• Observance of the Sabbath was 

forbidden 
• Possession of the Scriptures was 

illegal 
• Circumcision was illegal 
• Dietary laws illegal 
• Pagan sacrifices mandated 



– “Desecrated” the 
temple by putting 
an idol of Zeus in 
the temple 

– Sacrificed a pig on 
the altar 

 

• See the account 
in I Maccabees 
ch. 1 

 

Zeus statue as it might have 
appeared at Olympia.   

This might have been what 
Antiochus had in mind in 

Jerusalem? 

Judea under the Seleucids 
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• “He (Antiochus), hearing that the Jews had cast the image of Jupiter 
Olympius out of the temple, where he had placed it, was so enraged at 
the Jews that he vowed he would make Jerusalem a common burial-
place, and determined to march thither immediately; but no sooner had 
he spoken these proud words than he was struck with an incurable 
plague in his bowels; worms bred so fast in his body that whole flakes of 
flesh sometimes dropped from him; his torments were violent, and the 
stench of his disease such that none could endure to come near him. He 
continued in this misery very long. At first he persisted in his menaces 
against the Jews; but at length, despairing of his recovery, he called his 
friends together, and acknowledged all those miseries to have fallen 
upon him for the injuries he had done to the Jews and his profaning the 
temple at Jerusalem.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• Then he wrote courteous letters to the Jews, and vowed 
that if he recovered he would let them have the free 
exercise of their religion. But, finding his disease grow 
upon him, when he could no longer endure his own 
smell, he said, It is meet to submit to God, and for man 
who is mortal not to set himself in competition with 
God, and so died miserably in a strange land, on the 
mountains of Pacata near Babylon: so Ussher's Annals, 
A.M. 3840, about 160 years before the birth of Christ.”  
• Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, 

Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• An Extract from 1 Maccabees --- 1 Maccabees was probably written about 100 
BC, after the restoration of an independent Jewish kingdom. It tells the story of 
the conquest of Palestine by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, the 
attempt by the Greeks to impose Greek culture on the Jews.  

• 1Mac 1:1 And it happened, after that Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, 
who came out of the land of Chettiim, had smitten Darius king of the Persians 
and Medes, that he reigned in his stead, the first over Greece,  
1:2 And made many wars, and won many strong holds, and slew the kings of 
the earth,  
1:3 And went through to the ends of the earth, and took spoils of many 
nations, insomuch that the earth was quiet before him; whereupon he was 
exalted and his heart was lifted up.  

• 1:4 And he gathered a mighty strong host and ruled over countries, and 
nations, and kings, who became tributaries unto him.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:5 And after these things he fell sick, and perceived that he should die.  
1:6 Wherefore he called his servants, such as were honourable, and had been 
brought up with him from his youth, and parted his kingdom among them, 
while he was yet alive.  
1:7 So Alexander reigned twelves years, and then died.  
1:8 And his servants bare rule every one in his place.  
1:9 And after his death they all put crowns upon themselves; so did their sons 
after them many years: and evils were multiplied in the earth.  

• 1:10 And there came out of them a wicked root Antiochus surnamed 
Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the king, who had been an hostage at Rome, and 
he reigned in the hundred and thirty and seventh year of the kingdom of the 
Greeks.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:11 In those days went there out of Israel wicked men, who persuaded many, 
saying, Let us go and make a covenant with the heathen that are round about 
us: for since we departed from them we have had much sorrow.  
1:12 So this device pleased them well.  
1:13 Then certain of the people were so forward herein, that they went to the 
king, who gave them licence to do after the ordinances of the heathen:  
1:14 Whereupon they built a place of exercise at Jerusalem according to the 
customs of the heathen:  
1:15 And made themselves uncircumcised, and forsook the holy covenant, and 
joined themselves to the heathen, and were sold to do mischief.  
1:16 Now when the kingdom was established before Antiochus, he thought to 
reign over Egypt that he might have the dominion of two realms.  
1:17 Wherefore he entered into Egypt with a great multitude, with chariots, 
and elephants, and horsemen, and a great navy,  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:18 And made war against Ptolemee king of Egypt: but Ptolemee was afraid of 
him, and fled; and many were wounded to death.  
1:19 Thus they got the strong cities in the land of Egypt and he took the spoils 
thereof.  

• 1:21 And entered proudly into the sanctuary, and took away the golden altar, 
and the candlestick of light, and all the vessels thereof,  
1:22 And the table of the shewbread, and the pouring vessels, and the vials. 
and the censers of gold, and the veil, and the crown, and the golden ornaments 
that were before the temple, all which he pulled off.  
1:23 He took also the silver and the gold, and the precious vessels: also he took 
the hidden treasures which he found.  
1:24 And when he had taken all away, he went into his own land, having made 
a great massacre, and spoken very proudly.  
1:25 Therefore there was a great mourning in Israel, in every place where they 
were;  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:26 So that the princes and elders mourned, the virgins and young men were 
made feeble, and the beauty of women was changed.  
1:27 Every bridegroom took up lamentation, and she that sat in the marriage 
chamber was in heaviness,  
1:28 The land also was moved for the inhabitants thereof, and all the house of 
Jacob was covered with confusion.  
1:29 And after two years fully expired the king sent his chief collector of tribute 
unto the cities of Juda, who came unto Jerusalem with a great multitude,  
1:30 And spake peaceable words unto them, but all was deceit: for when they 
had given him credence, he fell suddenly upon the city, and smote it very sore, 
and destroyed much people of Israel - 1:31 And when he had taken the spoils 
of the city, he set it on fire, and pulled down the houses and walls thereof on 
every side.  
1:32 But the women and children took they captive, and possessed the cattle.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:33 Then builded they the city of David with a great and strong wall, and with 
mighty towers, and made it a strong hold for them.  
1:34 And they put therein a sinful nation, wicked men, and fortified themselves 
therein.  
1:35 They stored it also with armour and victuals, and when they had gathered 
together the spoils of Jerusalem, they laid them up there, and so they became 
a sore snare:  
1:36 For it was a place to lie in wait against the sanctuary, and an evil adversary 
to Israel.  
1:37 Thus they shed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary, and defiled 
it:  
1:38 Insomuch that the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because of them: 
whereupon the city was made an habitation of strangers, and became strange 
to those that were born in her; and her own children left her.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a wilderness, her feasts were turned into 
mourning, her sabbaths into reproach her honour into contempt.  
1:40 As had been her glory, so was her dishonour increased, and her excellency 
was turned into mourning. 

• 1:41 Moreover king Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom, that all should be 
one people,  
1:42 And every one should leave his laws: so all the heathen agreed according 
to the commandment of the king.  
1:43 Yea, many also of the Israelites consented to his religion, and sacrificed 
unto idols, and profaned the sabbath.  
1:44 For the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and the cities 
of Juda that they should follow the strange laws of the land,  
1:45 And forbid burnt offerings, and sacrifice, and drink offerings, in the 
temple; and that they should profane the sabbaths and festival days:  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:46 And pollute the sanctuary and holy people:  
1:47 Set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, and sacrifice swine's flesh, 
and unclean beasts:  
1:48 That they should also leave their children uncircumcised, and make their 
souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and profanation:  
1:49 To the end they might forget the law, and change all the ordinances.  
1:50 And whosoever would not do according to the commandment of the king, 
he said, he should die.  
1:51 In the selfsame manner wrote he to his whole kingdom, and appointed 
overseers over all the people, commanding the cities of Juda to sacrifice, city by 
city.  

• 1:52 Then many of the people were gathered unto them, to wit every one that 
forsook the law; and so they committed evils in the land;  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:53 And drove the Israelites into secret places, even wheresoever they could 
flee for succour.  
1:54 Now the fifteenth day of the month Casleu, in the hundred forty and fifth 
year, they set up the abomination of desolation upon the altar, and builded idol 
altars throughout the cities of Juda on every side;  
1:55 And burnt incense at the doors of their houses, and in the streets.  
1:56 And when they had rent in pieces the books of the law which they found, 
they burnt them with fire.  
1:57 And whosoever was found with any the book of the testament, or if any 
committed to the law, the king's commandment was, that they should put him 
to death.  
1:58 Thus did they by their authority unto the Israelites every month, to as 
many as were found in the cities.  

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• 1:59 Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did sacrifice upon the 
idol altar, which was upon the altar of God.  

• 1:60 At which time according to the commandment they put to death certain 
women, that had caused their children to be circumcised.  
1:61 And they hanged the infants about their necks, and rifled their houses, 
and slew them that had circumcised them.  
1:62 Howbeit many in Israel were fully resolved and confirmed in themselves 
not to eat any unclean thing.  
1:63 Wherefore the rather to die, that they might not be defiled with meats, 
and that they might not profane the holy covenant: so then they died.  
1:64 And there was very great wrath upon Israel.  
 

Daniel 8 – Persecutor of the Jews 
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• The “end” spoken of in these verses is the Time appointed by God 
for the events of the vision to Occur --- this is NOT the end of time 
--- 8:17,19. 
• This phrase occurs several times in the book of Daniel – 8:17,19; 

11:13,27; 12:4. 

• Habakkuk 2:2-3 helps us to better understand this: 
•  Habakkuk 2:2-3 --- “And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the 

vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 
For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry.” 

• Thus the vision would be fulfilled in its time. 
• That time is specified as the “latter time of their kingdom” – 8:23; cf 8:21 

Daniel 8 – Discussion and Explanation 
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• In Conclusion: 
• We have noted…. 

• The identity of the 2nd and 3rd Kingdoms. 
•  The possible identity of the “little horn” – but we know 

for sure his activity and the coming judgment. 
• The time frame of these events are in the 3rd Kingdom. 

• We should not be looking for these things to come to 
pass today in current events. 
• There was a price for seeing into the future. Daniel was ill 

for a few days. Vrs 27. 

Daniel 8 – Discussion and Explanation 


