
Lesson Number Thirty 
Chapter 7 – The Four Beasts & The 

Ancient of Days 
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“Daniel spake and said, I 
saw in my vision by night, 

and, behold, the four 
winds of the heaven strove 

upon the great sea.  And 
four great beasts came up 
from the sea, diverse one 

from another.” – Dan. 7:2-3 

Chapter Seven – The 4 Beasts 



10/24/2017 The Book Of Daniel 

3 

• INTRODUCTION 
• This is in the 1st year of the co-regency reign of Belshazzar – 

Dan. 7:1 
• Belshazzar was the Son of Nabonidus and Grandson of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 
• Became co-regent with his father in 553 B.C. and stayed in 

power until 539 B.C. at the fall of Babylon. 
• The cross references to this in Dan. 5:1; 7:1; 8:1 are in 

accord with the secular histories of this kingdom. 
•  It is thus concluded that this vision occurred approx. 553 B.C. 

and the events of Dan. 5 in the year 539 B.C.  

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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• The Four Beasts arising out of the sea. 
• Daniel 7:3 - “And four great beasts came up from the 

sea, each different from the other.” 
•  The Vision of the Ancient of Days – which is Jehovah God. 

• The ascension of one like “the son of man” – vrs 13. 
• And the Interpretation by one who stood by. 

• “I came near unto one of them that stood by, and 
asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and 
made me know the interpretation of the things.” – vrs 
16  

What Did Daniel Dream? 
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• The Four Beasts represent the Four Kingdoms in 
Nebuchadezzar’s Dream – Dan 2 
• The Lion with wings that stood like a man and was 

given a man’s heart – 7:4 is Babylon. 
•  The humiliation of the first beast is revealed by 

the plucking of the wings 
• The giving of a man’s heart. 
• And being made to stand on two legs – 7:4 

•  Nebuchadnezzar was himself humiliated by being 
made to go on all fours and to graze like an animal – 
Dan. 4:16,25, 28-33, 37. 
• The humiliation that is pictured here in the vision is 

that which was made know to Belshazzar in Dan. 
5:1-ff. 

The Interpretation of The 4 Beasts 
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• The Bear raised on one side with three 
ribs in his mouth – is Medo-Persia – 
Dan. 2:39; 5:18-28; 8:20 

 

•  The Leopard with four heads and four 
wings is Greece – Dan. 2:39; 8:21. 

 

•  The diverse beast with iron teeth and 
brass nails is the 4th kingdom, the 
Roman Empire – Dan. 2:40-45; 7:23. 

The Interpretation of The 4 Beasts 
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• The prophecy – “in the days” of the 4th World Kingdom God will 
set up His Kingdom – vrs 2:40,44 : “…; and like iron that crushes, 
that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others.” - “And 
in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed;…”  
• The 1st was the Babylonian – vrs 36-38 

• Daniel 2:36-38 – “….“You, O king, are a king of kings. For 
the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, 
strength, and glory; “and wherever the children of men 
dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the 
heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made 
you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold.” 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• The 2nd was the Medo-Persian. 
• The 3rd was the Grecian Kingdom under Alexander the 

Great. 
• The 4th world Kingdom was the Roman Empire. 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• The Fulfillment – “And in the days of these kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” – Dan. 2:44; 
7:13-14. 
• Luke 2:1 – “And it came to pass in those days that a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered.” 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• Matthew 3:1-2 – “In those days John the Baptist came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

• Matthew 10:5-7 – “These twelve Jesus sent out and 
commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the 
Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. “But go 
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. “And as you 
go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

• Luke 10:9 - “And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• In Mark 1:14-15 : “Now after John was put in prison, 
Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in 
the gospel.” 
• If the kingdom was not fulfilled – then it was not 

fulfilled when the time for it to be fulfilled was at 
hand. 
• Thus it is not fulfilled at the time that God said it 

would be fulfilled. 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• This is one time that either God or the Pre-
millenialists missed. 

• Remember that God said that the Kingdom was to be 
established in the “days of these kings” which is the 
Roman kingdom that succeeded in order the Babylonian, 
Medo-Persian, and Grecian kingdoms. 

• If the Roman kingdom were to rise again – this would 
not be the Roman Kingdom that the Prophet Daniel 
speaks of. 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• The Ten Horns of the Fourth Beast Are Ten Kings. -and it had 
ten horns. – “…I considered the horns, and, behold, there 
came up among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: 
and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and 
a mouth speaking great things.” vrs 7b, 8. 

• That is what the one who stood by said – 7:24 : “The ten 
horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom.” 

• That is the only conclusion that we must understand from 
Dan. 2:44 which is parallel to Daniel 7:23-25.  

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• Some may object by saying – A horn may represent a 
kingdom as in Daniel 8:8-9; 20-23 

• Ten Toes does not equal ten horns, which in turn equal a 
ten nation confederacy under one king. 
• Note what Daniel says here – “… and another shall 

rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings” vrs 24 --- It is 
inconsistent to jump from Kings to Kingdoms when 
Daniel here --- “whose look was more stout than his 
fellows.” – vrs 21 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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• The Facts support the Biblical interpretation. 
• The first ten emperors were: 

• Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba, 
Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian and Titus. 

• The 11th emperor was Domitian – he was the Great 
persecutor of the saints – 7:8, 20,21,23. 
• It must be noted that Domitian was the most 

demanding of all the Caesars in his claims of Deity – 
7:25; 2:20,21. 

• Summary: 
• Domitian was a king of the Roman Kingdom. 
• Domitian was a persecutor of God’s people. 
• Domitian was a king who claimed divinity. 

The Interpretation of the Dream 
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The Roman Caesar’s 

(31 or) 27 B.C. - 
14 A.D. -- 
Augustus  
14 – 37 -- 
Tiberius  
37 – 41 -- 
Caligula 
41 – 54 -- 
Claudius 
54 – 68 -- Nero 
68 – 69 -- Galba 
69  -- Otho  
69 -- Vitellius  
69 – 79 - 
Vespasian  
79 - 81  -- Titus  
81 – 96 -- 
Domitian  

96 - 98 Nerva  
98 - 117 Trajan  
117 - 138 Hadrian  
138 - 161 Antoninus 
Pius  
161 - 180 Marcus 
Aurelius 
161 - 169 Lucius Verus  
177/180 - 192 
Commodus  
193 Pertinax  
193 Didius Julianus  
193 - 211 Septimius 
Severus  
198/212 - 217 
Caracalla  

217 -218 Macrinus  
218 -222 
Elagabalus  
222 - 235 Severus 
Alexander  
235 -238 
Maximinus  
238 Gordian I and 
II  
238 Balbinus and 
Pupienus  
238 -244 Gordian 
III  
244 -249 Philip the 
Arab  
249 -251 Decius  
251 -253 Gallus  
 

253 -260 
Valerian  
254 -268 
Gallienus  
268 -270 
Claudius 
Gothicus  
270 -275 
Aurelian  
275 -276 Tacitus  
276 -282 Probus  
282 -285 Carus 
Carinus 
Numerian  
285-ca.310 
Diocletian  
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