
Lesson Number Twenty One 

Chapter Five 
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• Chapter 4:24 – Says – “This is the 
interpretation..” 

• There is no reason to conclude that the tree 
represents anything or anyone other than that 
which Daniel describes. 

• Daniel says … “It is thou?” (KJV), “they shall drive 
thee from men” - vrs 25 

• To make this apply to anything other than 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dementia (madness), is 
unrealistic and is total unbelief. 

• Now note what JW’s do with this text.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• The JW’s apply this text to themselves and to the 
Watchtower Organization: 
• “Seven times meant seven literal years in the case of 

Nebuchadnezzar, deprived of his throne. 
• The seven years were equal to 84 months or, scripturally 

allowing 30 days for each month, 2520 days. 

• At Rev. 12:6, 14, there are 1260 days mentioned 
and described as a “time, and times, and half a 
time,” or 3 and a half times. 

• Seven times would be twice 1260 days or 2520 
days.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• “Therefore since God’s typical kingdom with its capital at 
Jerusalem ceased to exist in the autumn of 607 B.C., then 
by counting the appointed times from that date, the 2520 
years extend to the autumn of A.D. 1914” – {Let God Be 
True, p. 251-252} 

• “Expiration of the ‘seven times’ marks the time for the 
symbolic tree stump to be released from its bands. The time 
for reinstating Jehovah’s Theocracy was meant.  What did 
result was a new sprout from the stump, namely, the 
Kingdom under Christ Jesus.  It is a new theocratic 
government toward our earth, the New Jerusalem which 
comes down out of heaven from God.” – {ibid. p. 252-
253}  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• “When Jesus was on earth it was not his Father’s 
due time to set up the Kingdom, although Jesus 
then qualified as King.  After his death on the 
torture stake and his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus was exalted to heaven, there to await the 
ending of the ‘seven times’ before his installation 
as King.  At the end of this period of waiting, in 
1914, the prophecy became due: ‘Jehovah will 
send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule 
thou in the midst of thine enemies’” – {ibid – p. 
253}  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 
• The weakness of this theory: 

• Because “one day” equals “one year” in Ezekiel does not 
establish that as a scriptural principal for interpreting all 
prophecy. 

• The same could be said of 2 Peter 3:8-9 
• The reason this is true for Ezekiel is because God told Ezekiel to 

use that method in revealing His plans in Ezek 4:1-6. 
• On what basis can we conclude that the banded stump is anything 

other than Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom that would await him after 
the ‘Seven times” – 4:22 

• Remember that Daniel said that it “was the decree of the Most High 
God that this tree be cut down” – 4:24 

• Why would God cut down his own Kingdom is a question that JW’s 
must answer.  



9/20/2017 The Book Of Daniel 

7 

• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• The JW’s and the Watchtower re-write ancient history to fit 
with their own theories: 

• Nebuchadnezzar was not even King of Babylon in 607 B.C. 
• Zedekiah would not be on the throne until 597 B.C. and the 

destruction of Jerusalem would wait until 11 years after that. 
• Jeremiah did not prophecy the end of the Davidic monarch’s 

reign until the year that Zedekiah came to the throne – Jer. 
22:28-30 

• The fact is the claims of JW’s has no absolute basis in 
Scripture nor in History nor in Biblical Hermeneutics. 
• It is nothing short of complete fabrication in the thoughts 

and theories of men. 
• 2 Peter 3:16  
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• FINAL OBSERVATIONS FROM THE DREAM: 
• The “Great Tree” is Nebuchadnezzar – 4:22 
• The “cutting down” is by God’s decree, until he learns “God rules in 

the Kingdom of men” – 4:25, 32. 
• The “banded straps” represents God’s providential preservation of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom unto him – until – the “seven times” has 
passed – 4:26. 

• This ‘seven times” is not specified. 
• What should we learn from the Vision? 
• The message is the same for us today – 4:17 ; cf 5:17-23. 
• No nation arises without God’s appointment – Acts 17:26 
• Pride in earthly achievements in society – signals the path to the 

great fall – Prov. 16:18; Psa. 9:17; Deut 8:11-20. 
• We must exalt and Praise God – for He is able to debase those who 

walk in Pride – 4:37.  
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“In the same hour the fingers of a 
man’s hand appeared and wrote 
opposite the lampstand on the 
plaster of the wall of the king’s 

palace; and the king saw the part 
of the hand that wrote.” – Daniel 

5:5  

Chapter 5: THE HANDWRITING  
ON THE WALL 
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• “Whatever” the reason Nabonidus, was not in 
Babylon during the time of its greatest need. 

• Instead Belshazzar became the effectual, but 
not an effective ruler of the Empire. 

• Daniel would have already been in his 60’s 
when Nebuchadnezzar died – we are reminded 
that the times of increasing tensions in the 
nations had been witnessed by Daniel. 

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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• In the first year of the Co-regency of Belshazzar – Daniel 
had a dream that disturbed him greatly – Chapter 7. 
• Two years later he had another dream that disturbed 

him even more – Chapter 8. 
• God revealed to Daniel that Babylon was about to be 

destroyed. 
• As the years went on Belshazzar continued on the throne 

of his absent father. 
• The Persians under Cyrus encroached more and more on 

the territories outside of Babylon. 

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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The Persian flags flew over: 
• Media  

• Northern Mesopotamia 
• Armenia 
• India 

•  and Asia Minor as far as the Halys River. 
• In a campaign shortly before the fall of Babylon – the 

Persians control extended all the way to the Aegean 
Sea – Sardis at this point was made the New Empire’s 
Western Capital. 

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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• As the Babylonian Empire shrank – the Persian Empire grew. 
• By 546 B.C. – the Persians were in control of the Southern 

Babylonian Empire region. 
• By 539 B.C – Little more than the city of Babylon and its 

environs were left of the Old Empire. 
• At this point in time Nabonidus returned from Tema, but his 

response to the empire’s collapse was seen in gathering various 
gods (statues) in Babylon – for their collective powers of 
protection. 

• When the Persians were on the Outskirts of Babylon, Belshazzar 
held his famous banquet. 

• It was his persuasion that Babylon would never fall. 

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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• The city of Babylon occupied hundreds of acres. 
• Its outside walls were over 70 feet wide. 

• Chariots were able to pass each other along its 
top. 

• It had Towers 
• And Wide Wet Moats. 

• The inner City was protected by three sets of 
defensive walls, moats, and towers. 

• Also a major fortress with massive walls beside the 
palace. 

The Circumstances Of This Vision 
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The City of Babylon  
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• Palace was comprised 
of hundreds of rooms. 

•  Several Open Courts 
•  The Throne Room  

just off the central 
court. 

•  The Place where the 
Undecipherable 
handwriting suddenly 
appeared. 

The Palace of Belshazzar  
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• Belshazzar becomes alarmed because none of his diviners could deal with 
the inscriptions. 
• The queen then enters and it seems to imply that at this time Daniel 

had become a minor official after the death of Nebuchadnezzar. 
• This is the first time Daniel comes into the physical presence of Belshazzar. 
• Daniel would have been in his 80’s when he explained the meaning of the 

handwriting on the wall. 
• The promise of Belshazzar was that anyone who could explain this 

handwriting would become 3rd ruler in the Kingdom. – 5:7-12 
• Even though Daniel predicted the doom of the Empire – Belshazzar was 

true to his promise – 5:29. 
• Shortly after this Belshazzar was dead and the Babylonian Empire had 

fallen. 
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• As the Persian King Cyrus marched through Southern Mesopotamia, 
most of the cities greeted him as a “liberator” since they had grown 
weary of the way in which Belshazzar and his negligent father had ruled. 

• It is also interesting how that the people had heard reports of the 
positive way in which Cyrus had respected the people in his new 
territories. 
• He cast himself as a just man to those he ruled. 
• As a ruler with happy subjects. 
• As a benefactor to the needy. 
• And as a King over kings. 

• He also portrayed himself as religious and he wanted the Babylonians to 
believe that their god Marduk had elected him to be their ruler. 
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The Persian Capture: 
• Herodotus explained that the Persians gained 

entry into Babylon by diverting the Euphrates and 
coming in through its riverbed. 
• They met little resistance. 
• The Bible says that Belshazzar was slain. 

• Babylonian records record that Nabonidus was 
spared and treated as a harmless person who 
needed to be humored. 
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The drunken feast: 
• 1000 princes, their wives and concubines are in 

attendance – 5:1-2 
• During the feast Belshazzar send for golden 

vessels taken from the Temple of Jehovah in 
Jerusalem – 5:3 

• Upon being spread amongst the guests and the 
drinking continues as toasts were being made to 
the gods of Babylon – 5:4 

The Feast and the Handwriting 
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• The Handwriting on the Wall: 
• “fingers as of a man’s hand.” 
• Wrote: “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” – vrs 25 
• The hand disappears with the writing left for all present to 

contemplate. 
• The King saw all of this – 5:5 
• This was not attributed to drunkenness. 
• This seems to have a sobering effect on him – 5:6 
• The King is terrified by what he has seen and desperate to know 

what it means – 5:7-9 
•  See Ezek. 21:21. 

• It is the queen – probably Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter – the 
King’s mother that remembers Daniel and reminds Belshazzar of 
his abilities – 5:10-12 

The Feast and the Handwriting 
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• Daniel arrives and reads the message. 
• A third place in the kingdom is offered to Daniel – 5:13-16 

• Daniel refuses his rewards – promises that his request be 
fulfilled – 5:17 
• Note the references to the visions of Daniel here: 

• This vision is on the night before the demise of Babylon – 539 
B.C. 

• The visions of chapter 7 & 8 are in the 1st and 3rd years of 
Belshazzar’s co-regency with Nabonidus – 553 and 551 B.C. 

• Before giving the interpretation of the handwriting – Daniel 
reproves Belshazzar for his arrogance and his pride – 5:18-23 

The Feast and the Handwriting 
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• MENE, MENE – “This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; 
God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it” – vrs 26 
• Mene- (Aramaic) { men-ay’} GK - 10428 mina, maneh. 1a) a 

weight or measurement; usually 50 shekels but maybe 60 
shekels. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. 

• [Mene’], which, however it is pointed, must be taken from 
the verb [menah] (Hebrew [manah]; Babylonian manu), is 
said to have indicated that God had numbered (the days of) 
Belshazzar’s kingdom and finished it (or delivered it up). Both 
of these meanings can be shown to be proper to the 
[menah]. ISBE, (Albany, OR: Ages Software, Inc.) 1999. 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• MENE, MENE – “This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it” – vrs 26 

• God determines the limits of the Babylonian Empire and the 
number of days it would be in existence. 
• This is true of all nations – Acts 17:26 

• Babylon’s limited existence is prophesied by God’s prophets – Hab. 
1:5 - 2:8; Isa. 46:1 - 47:15; Jer. 27:4-7. 

• The rise and fall of nations was the subject of Daniel’s prophecies – 
500 years of human history revealed in advance. 
• The fact of the matter is that the time of God’s schedule had 

arrived and Babylon was to fall. 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• TEKEL; --- “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” – vrs 27 (KJV). 
• [Teqel], on the contrary, is interpreted as coming from two 

roots: the first, [teqal], “to weigh,” and the second, [qal], “to 
be light or wanting” (Hebrew [qalal]; Babylonian qalalu). - 
ISBE, (Albany, OR: Ages Software, Inc.) 1999. 

• As to the figure of the balances – Job 31:6; Psa. 62.10 
• This comes from the ancient practice of weighing money. 
• All coins in the ancient world would have been “hard” – thus 

made of some metal that was precious, “gold, silver and copper”.    
• There was no such thing as paper money. 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• The dishonesty of men – who shaved the edges of the metal 
coins eventually to be able to garner enough metal to cast their 
own ingots, coins or jewelry – Gen. 24:22; Josh. 7:21; Jud. 8:26. 

• Because of this there arose the practice of weighing money in 
the balances to determine if it was “light” or “wanting” – Gen. 
23:16; 43:21; I Chron. 20:2; Ezra 8:25-29; Isa. 46:6; Jer. 32:10; 
Zech. 11:10. 

• The reality of this is that all men must be judged or measured – 
if they appear to be what they profess – Eccl. 3:17; Psa 7:11 
• God is the master weight master – 1 Sam. 2:3; Job 31:6; Isa. 

26:7; Ex. 16:4; 20:20; Deut. 8:2; Psa. 26:2 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• PERES; “Thy kingdom is divided, and given  to the Medes and Persians.” –  vrs 28 (KJV) 
• P’erac (Aramaic) { per-as’} – UPHARSIN, PERES, divided  
• (P’al) to break in two, divide  

• half-mina, half-shekel 
• a unit of measure and weight - Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. 

•  [Perec] (or [parcin]) also is interpreted as coming from two roots: first, perac, “to divide” 
(Hebrew [paras] or [parash]; Babylonian parasu), and the second as denoting the proper 
name [Parac], “Persia.” Thus interpreted, the whole story hangs together, makes good 
sense, and is fully justified by the context and by the language employed. - ISBE, (Albany, 
OR: Ages Software, Inc.) 1999. 

• In either case, the inscription was apparent but not readable, except by Daniel with the 
aid of God, through whom also the seer was enabled to give the proper interpretation. 
That Daniel’s interpretation was accepted by Belshazzar and the rest shows that the 
interpretation of the signs was reasonable and convincing when once it had been made. 
We see, therefore, no good reason for departing from the interpretation that the Book of 
Daniel gives as the true one. - ISBE, (Albany, OR: Ages Software, Inc.) 1999. 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• God had purposed that Babylon would be destroyed by 
the Medo-Persian Alliance. 
• This was first announced by Isaiah – Isa. 13:17; 21:2 
• Then by Jeremiah – Jer. 51:11, 27-29 

• Then by Daniel finally revealing the identity of the 
“Silver Kingdom – 2:39 
• Like A Bear – 7:5 
• Inferior to Babylon – 2:39 
• To be The Ram of Media and Persia – 8:20  

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• Cyrus’ armies under the leadership of Darius the 
Mede: 
• Advanced against Babylon that night. 
• Entered the City without resistance or little 

resistance. 
• Belshazzar was slain before the day dawned – 5:30 
• This put an end to the Chaldean Kingdom, which was 

transferred first to the Median Darius – Dan 6:1; 
5:31, then to Cyrus the Persian. 

The Interpretation & Discussion 
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• Belshazzar had the opportunity to know the character and 
the expectations of Jehovah God – 5:18-22. 

• He was lifted up with pride – and did not glorify Him as 
God – 5:23 

• Belshazzar was accountable to God and he was judged by 
God and in this he was found wanting. 

• He punishment was swift, certain and irrevocable – 5:30. 
• Application: 
• We have the opportunity to know God and Glorify God – 

Rom. 1:18-21 

The Conclusion Of The Vision 
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• He is not far from any one of us – Acts 17:27 

• We are commanded to repent – Acts 17:30 
• He came in judgment against Belshazzar 

and will do so against us – 1 Thess. 5:2-5; 2 
Pet. 3:9-12; Matt. 24:43; Lk. 12:39 

• The glorious kingdom was taken from 
Belshazzar (Dan. 5:26, 28, 31) – and will be 
taken from us to. 

The Conclusion Of The Vision 


