
Lesson Number Fifteen 

Chapter Four – The Great Tree Cut Down 
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• The Circumstances Of The Vision: 
• This vision is not dated as is the first dream – Dan 2:1 
• This must be in the latter part of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign 
• Follows the narrative of Chapter 3. 
• Was well into the building phase of his administration – 

4:30 
• Most probably during his last decade of his reign – 572-

562 B.C. 
• Merrill Unger notes: “If we were to accept Nebuchadnezzar’s 

own estimate of his life and work, we would conclude that he 
had little interest in his campaigns and that his real concern 
was the glory of Babylon and its gods.”  New Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary p. 911 
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• The Circumstances Of The Vision: 
• THE BUILDING STAGES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR: 

• “The monuments justify the boast of Nebuchadnezzar “Is 
not this great Babylon that I have built?” (Daniel 4:30).  

• Among these buildings special emphasis is placed by 
Nebuchadnezzar upon his temples and shrines to the gods, 
particularly to Marduk, Nebo and Zarpinat, but also to 
Shamash, Sin, Gula, Ramman, Mah, and others.  

• He constructed, also, a great new palace and rebuilt an old 
one of his father’s. Besides, he laid out and paved with 
bricks a great street for the procession of Marduk, and 
built a number of great walls with moats and moat-walls 
and gates.  
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• The Circumstances Of The Vision: 

• He dug several broad, deep canals, and made dams 
for flooding the country to the North and South of 
Babylon, so as to protect it against the attack of its 
enemies.  

• He made, also, great bronze bulls and serpents, and 
adorned his temples and palaces with cedars and 
gold. Not merely in Babylon itself, but in many of the 
cities of Babylonia as well, his building operations 
were carried on, especially in the line of temples to 
the gods. 
• Orr, James, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, (Albany, 

OR: Ages Software, Inc.) 1999. 
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• The Circumstances Of The Vision: 

• The account of the vision is given to us in the 
words of Nebuchadnezzar himself as it was 
recorded in an official letter to the people of his 
empire – 4:1-3 

• This letter was written after a period of madness – 
4:12, 16, 35. 

• And was written as a fruit of repentance in praise 
to Jehovah – 4:37 

• Like the first dream Nebuchadnezzar was terrified 
what he saw in this night vision – 4:5 – (cf. 2:1-
3). 
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• The Circumstances Of The Vision: 

• Once again he sent for the magicians, astrologers, 
soothsayers and Chaldeans – all who once again 
are unable to tell him the meaning of the vision – 
4:7 

• Daniel is finally brought before the King and he is 
told the dream – 4:8-10 

• The effect of the interpretation – left Daniel 
overwhelmed – cf 3:24, 5:9; Jer. 2;12, Ezek 
3:15 

• 4:19 – Daniel gives the interpretation to the King. 
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• WHAT DID NEBUCHADNEZZAR DREAM? 

• He saw a tree growing in the midst of the earth. 
• It was strong and grew to a great height. 
• It was lush and filled with fruit. 
• Gave shelter and provided food for the fowls and beasts. 
• It was visible to the ends of the earth and all flesh resorted to 

it – “and all flesh was fed of it.” (KJV) 
• Then a watcher {guardian} from heaven came down and 

commanded that the tree be cut down. 
• Stripped of its branches and leaves. 
• Fruit scattered. 
• Birds and beast driven away. 
• Only mercy to the tree was that the stump was banded and 

left low to the ground. – vrs 15.  
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• WHAT DID NEBUCHADNEZZAR DREAM? 

• The watcher then decrees: “Let his heart be changed 
from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto 
him; and let seven times pass over him. This matter 
is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by 
the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the 
living may know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, 
and setteth up over it the basest of men.” - The King James 

Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

• The purpose of this decree is – “living may know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men”. – vrs 
17  
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• THE GREAT TREE IS NEBUCHADNEZZAR – 4:22 – “It is 
thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy 
greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
dominion to the end of the earth.” - The King James Version, 

(Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
• Nebuchadnezzar had grown strong – 2:38a. 
• His kingdom has reached to the end of the earth - vrs 

22 – cf. Isa. 14:16-17; Jer. 50:23; 51:7 
• This strength was a result of God’s decree for them – 

Habakkukk 1:5-11; Dan. 2:37; Jer. 28:14; 43:10; 
ezek. 29:19; 30:10, 24-25. 
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• It was God’s intent to give all nations to 
Babylon and to break those nations who 
would not submit – Jer 27:5-11 ; cf 
50:23. 

• Nebuchadnezzar was the head of Gold, the 
nation the golden and Babylon the golden 
city – 2:38b; Isa 14:4; Jer. 51:7 

• However, at the height – God said it had 
departed --- 4:13-16, 23, 31-32  
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• The GREAT TREE CUT DOWN – represents the 
Kings “Dementia or Madness” 

• Note the facts stated here: 
• “The kingdom is departed from thee.  
• And they shall drive thee from men, and thy 

dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: 
they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon 
Nebuchadnezzar:  
• and he was driven from men,  
• and did eat grass as oxen,  
• and his body was wet with the dew of heaven,  
• till his hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, 

and his nails like birds’ claws.” – Daniel 4:31-
33 

• The tree cut down and left among the beast – 
4:14-16, 23  
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• The GREAT TREE CUT DOWN – represents the Kings 
“Dementia or Madness” 
• Another heart – changed from man to beast – 4:16; 23-

25 
• Driven from men – when his heart was changed – 4:25, 

32 
• The kingdom departed – 4:31-32 

• A dream which only God’s messenger, Daniel, could 
interpret, was all the affirmation the court needed that it 
was in God’s hands, and consequently they honored the 
divine trust given to Nebuchadnezzar (2:37–38; 4:25–
26) and thus only acted as caretakers for the seven times 
of his humiliation. 
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• “Verse 34 returns to the first person as 
Nebuchadnezzar again takes up his own story.  

• At last he had come to recognize the absolute 
sovereignty of God Most High.  

• This, indeed, is the point of this episode, for it is 
the subject of Nebuchadnezzar’s royal proclamation 
(vv.2–3), it was pre-announced in his dream 
(v.17), it was affirmed in Daniel’s interpretation of 
the dream (vv.25–26), and it was reaffirmed by 
the voice from Heaven (v.32).” Mills, M.S., Daniel, A 

Study Guide, (Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries) 1998.  
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• What was this medical condition? 

• You may find this description of a similar case interesting: “A 
great many doctors spend an entire, busy professional career 
without once encountering an instance of the kind of 
monomania described in the book of Daniel. The present 
writer, therefore, considers himself particularly fortunate to 
have actually observed a clinical case of boanthropy in a 
British mental institution in 1946. The patient was a man in 
his early twenties, who reportedly had been hospitalized for 
about five years. His symptoms were well developed on 
admission, and diagnosis was immediate and conclusive. He 
was of average height and weight with good physique, and 
was in excellent bodily health. His mental symptoms included 
pronounced anti-social tendencies,  
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• What was this medical condition? 

• and because of this he spent the entire day from 
dawn to dusk outdoors, in the grounds of the 
institution. He was only able to exercise a rather 
nominal degree of responsibility for his physical 
needs, and consequently was washed and shaved 
daily by an attendant. During the winter of 1946–
47, when the writer observed him, he wore only 
light underclothing and a two piece suit, with or 
without a sweater, during his daily peregrinations.  
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• What was this medical condition? 
• The attendant reported to the writer that the man never wore any 

kind of raincoat or overcoat, and that he never sustained such ill 
effects as coryza, influenza or pneumonia. His daily routine consisted 
of wandering around the magnificent lawns … and it was his custom 
to pluck up and eat handfuls of the grass as he went along. On 
observation he was seen to discriminate carefully between grass and 
weeds, and on inquiry from the attendant the writer was told that 
the diet of this patient consisted exclusively of grass from the 
hospital lawns. He never ate institutional food with the other 
inmates, and his only drink was water … The writer was able to 
examine him cursorily, and the only physical abnormality noted 
consisted of a lengthening of the hair and a coarse, thickened 
condition of the finger nails.” Mills, M.S., Daniel, A Study Guide, 
(Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries) 1998. 
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• What do the scriptures say about this condition: 
• “And he was driven from the sons of men; 
• and his heart was made like the beasts,  
• and his dwelling was with the wild asses:  
• they fed him with grass like oxen,  
• and his body was wet with the dew of heaven;  

• till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.” – 
5:21 - The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 
1769. 

• “I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me…” – 4:34 - The King James 
Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.  
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• The watcher decreed that Nebuchadnezzar should have this 
experience in order to learn a very specific lesson: 

• “… till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” – vrs 25 

• “… until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” – vrs 32 

• It is important for us to note that during this time period – it 
is impossible to attribute any condition to Nebuchadnezzar 
that would suggest that he was not accountable to God. 

• Such is contrary to the very intent of the vision and the 
official record of the King. 

• He was supposed to learn something, could learn something 
and did learn something.  
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• THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM? 

• The Banded stump represents God’s Providence in 
Preserving the Empire. 

• Daniel tells us, “thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee” – 
vrs 26 

• The lesson he was to learn is two fold: 
• That God rules in the Kingdoms of men. 
• And gives it to who He wills. Cf. 4:17; 25, 32; 2:21; 

Psa 83.18, Jer. 27.5; Acts 17:26. 
• Only One God could preserve the Kingdom when the 

King acted in such a manner – 4:17; 5:19, 22; 7:24 
• This would explain Daniel’s concern for the King in 4:19  
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• WHAT WAS GOD’S PURPOSE OF THE DREAM? 

• It was not to remove Nebuchadnezzar from the throne – 
4:30-32 cf Jer. 27:7 
• Nebuchadnezzar had been lifted up by inordinate pride – 5:20 - 

“But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in 
pride…” 

• God Humbled Him. 
• It was God that allowed Nebuchadnezzar to rule and have the 

Dominion that he had. 
• Nebuchadnezzar knew this fact – 2:38 
• When surround by his greatness Nebuchadnezzar failed to give 

honor and glory to God. 
• What better way demonstrated the truth that God rules in the 

nations of men than to preserve the most glorious kingdom on 
earth back to a madman – Dan. 5:21-22  
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• THE CONCLUSION FROM THE DREAM: 
• This could have been avoided if: He had just humbled himself under the hand 

of God. 
• Daniel 4:27 – “Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, 

and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” 

• Jeremiah 18:7 –”At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it;” 

• Jeremiah 51:9 – “We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: 
forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment 
reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies.” 

• Jonah 3:10 – “And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not.” 

• Jonah 4:11 – “And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” - The King James 
Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
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• WHAT MUST BE NOTED FROM THIS DREAM: 
• The Length of the Seven times is not revealed: 
• Remember that seven is a figurative number among the Hebrews 

signifying a completion, or totality = to a full term. 
• Note these scriptures: Gen. 4:15,24 ; 2 Chron. 36:21; Isa 30:26; 

Dan. 3:19; Prov. 6:31; Matt. 18:21 
• The term “time or times” in the Hebrew is particular to the Book of 

Daniel. 
• This means a set period or set time – but this does not mean 

any specific measure. 
• Some say Nebuchadnezzar was “mad” for 7 years. 
• This can not be proved from Daniel’s wording as he uses the term 

seven – Dan 2:9,21,3:5,15; 7:12,25. 
• The fact is Nebuchadnezzar was “mad” until he learned – 4:16, 

26,34.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• Chapter 4:24 – Says – “This is the 
interpretation..” 

• There is no reason to conclude that the tree 
represents anything or anyone other than that 
which Daniel describes. 

• Daniel says … “It is thou?” (KJV), “they shall drive 
thee from men” - vrs 25 

• To make this apply to anything other than 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dementia (madness), is 
unrealistic and is total unbelief. 

• Now note what JW’s do with this text.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• The JW’s apply this text to themselves and to the 
Watchtower Organization: 
• “Seven times meant seven literal years in the case of 

Nebuchadnezzar, deprived of his throne. 
• The seven years were equal to 84 months or, scripturally 

allowing 30 days for each month, 2520 days. 

• At Rev. 12:6, 14, there are 1260 days mentioned 
and described as a “time, and times, and half a 
time,” or 3 and a half times. 

• Seven times would be twice 1260 days or 2520 
days.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• “Therefore since God’s typical kingdom with its capital at 
Jerusalem ceased to exist in the autumn of 607 B.C., then 
by counting the appointed times from that date, the 2520 
years extend to the autumn of A.D. 194” – {Let God Be 
True, p. 251-252} 

• “Expiration of the ‘seven times’ marks the time for the 
symbolic tree stump to be released from its bands. The time 
for reinstating Jehovah’s Theocracy was meant.  What did 
result was a new sprout from the stump, namely, the 
Kingdom under Christ Jesus.  It is a new theocratic 
government toward our earth, the New Jerusalem which 
comes down out of heaven from God.” – {ibid. p. 252-
253}  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• “When Jesus was on earth it was not his Father’s 
due time to set up the Kingdom, although Jesus 
then qualified as King.  After his death on the 
torture stake and his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus was exalted to heaven, there to await the 
ending of the ‘seven times’ before his installation 
as King.  At the end of this period of waiting, in 
1914, the prophecy became due: ‘Jehovah will 
send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule 
thou in the midst of thine enemies’” – {ibid – p. 
253}  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 
• The weakness of this theory: 

• Because “one day” equals “one year” in Ezekiel does not 
establish that as a scriptural principal for interpreting all 
prophecy. 

• The same could be said of 2 Peter 3:8-9 
• The reason this is true for Ezekiel is because God told Ezekiel to 

use that method in revealing His plans in Ezek 4:1-6. 
• On what basis can we conclude that the banded stump is anything 

other than Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom that would await him after 
the ‘Seven times” – 4:22 

• Remember that Daniel said that it “was the decree of the Most High 
God that this tree be cut down” – 4:24 

• Why would God cut down his own Kingdom is a question that JW’s 
must answer.  
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• RESPONDING TO THE JW’S INTERPRETATION  OF THE DREAM: 

• The JW’s and the Watchtower re-write ancient history to fit 
with their own theories: 

• Nebuchadnezzar was not even King of Babylon in 607 B.C. 
• Zedekiah would not be on the throne until 597 B.C. and the 

destruction of Jerusalem would wait until 11 years after that. 
• Jeremiah did not prophecy the end of the Davidic monarch’s 

reign until the year that Zedekiah came to the throne – Jer. 
22:28-30 

• The fact is the claims of JW’s has no absolute basis in 
Scripture nor in History nor in Biblical Hermeneutics. 
• It is nothing short of complete fabrication in the thoughts 

and theories of men. 
• 2 Peter 3:16  
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• FINAL OBSERVATIONS FROM THE DREAM: 
• The “Great Tree” is Nebuchadnezzar – 4:22 
• The “cutting down” is by God’s decree, until he learns “God rules in 

the Kingdom of men” – 4:25, 32. 
• The “banded straps” represents God’s providential preservation of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom unto him – until – the “seven times” has 
passed – 4:26. 

• This ‘seven times” is not specified. 
• What should we learn from the Vision? 
• The message is the same for us today – 4:17 ; cf 5:17-23. 
• No nation arises without God’s appointment – Acts 17:26 
• Pride in earthly achievements in society – signals the path to the 

great fall – Prov. 16:18; Psa. 9:17; Deut 8:11-20. 
• We must exalt and Praise God – for He is able to debase those who 

walk in Pride – 4:37.  


