
Lesson Number Thirteen 

Chapter Three 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 
Golden 

Statue To 
Be Adored 

- 

• God miraculously used this 
rebellion to challenge 
Nebuchadnezzar about His 
person, and the supreme human 
king responded by making a 
public acknowledgment of God’s 
superiority over all other gods. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– Where Is 
Daniel? 

His 
Absence! - 

• Strong indication that the book’s concern is to 
trace the development of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
consciousness of the one true God, and not 
Daniel’s history.  

• Jewish tradition has it that the king sent Daniel on 
a mission outside Babylon, knowing that if he 
stayed behind he would have incurred the same 
penalty as his companions; however, this is 
entirely speculative and the concern irrelevant, 
for Scripture is silent on the issue.  
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– Where Is 
Daniel? 

His 
Absence! - 

• Moreover, because of Ezek 14:14’s claim that 
Daniel was the most righteous man in his 
generation, we must accept that his three close 
friends could not have eclipsed him on this 
occasion, so there must be a valid explanation for 
his absence from this episode. 

• God was impressing on the world power of that 
day, Nebuchadnezzar, the fact that He is the only 
God and thus that the human race owes Him its 
allegiance. 
– This is the point to take home from this chapter. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 

Image & 
The Edict 
Vrs 1-7 - 

• Nebuchadnezzar erected a monument to the 
prosperity or success of the Babylonian Empire.  

• The context supports this supposition, for we are 
specifically told that the monument was made of 
gold (vv.1,5,7,10,12,14,18), and gold symbolizes 
material prosperity more clearly than anything 
else.  
– The destruction of Solomon’s Temple would have 

yielded great amounts of gold and wealth.  

• The fact that a head of gold symbolized 
Nebuchadnezzar in his dream (2:38) may have 
sparked this statue. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 

Image & 
The Edict 
Vrs 1-7 - 

• This was clearly not the image of a man, for its 
proportions are wrong (a 90 ft. tall image of a man 
would need to be 21 ft., not 9 ft., wide to be in 
proportion).  

• When we search for similar monuments in the ancient 
world, we find that proportions of 10:1 are typical of 
Egyptian obelisks.  

• Furthermore, spectacular as the height of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s monument was, it was not 
unprecedented, for the tallest obelisk is that erected in 
1474 bc at El-Karnak in honor of Queen Hachesput.  
– This 108 ft. tall granite monolith was erected during her 

lifetime. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 

Might Of 
The King - 

• He defeated the world's mightiest armies, 
managed its wealthiest empire and built one of 
its most beautiful cities. 

•  During more than 40 years as king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar accomplished much.  

– But one day, he was humiliated by three faithful 
Jews. 

• It is not surprising that such an accomplished king 
would invite all his government officials to 
witness the dedication of the impressive image of 
gold that he erected. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– The Kings 

Building & 
Construction  

- 

• Nebuchadnezzar is known for the elaborate 
pagan temples he built in Babylon.  

• Understanding of this object must accommodate 
the fact that it was located outside the city, 
whereas Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon had more 
than fifty temples (of which he built fifteen) and 
two thousand shrines to an assortment of deities.  

• So this object appears not to have been primarily 
a religious shrine, and therefore ‘monument’ 
seems more appropriate than ‘image.’ 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– The Kings 

Building & 
Construction  

- 

• As he looked with pride at the image, 90 feet 
high, he ordered that all present bow down to 
worship it. 

• Verses 2 and 3 repeat the eight ranks of officers 
summoned: satraps — the chief representatives 
of the individual provinces; 
– Prefects — military commanders; 
– Governors — presidents of civil governments; 
– Counselors — chief arbitrators in governmental affairs; 
– Treasurers — responsible for the state treasury; 
– Judges — custodians of the law; 
– Magistrates — lesser judges; and 
– Rulers — lesser government officials. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 

Kings Edic 
- 

• When the king learned that three men had 
directly disobeyed his order, he was furious.  

• The word rendered ‘worship’ in vv.5,6,10, 
11,12,14,15,15,18,28 basically means to do 
homage by prostration 

• He gave them a second chance, but they still 
would not bow to the image. 

• The edict was very specific that all who did not 
pay homage to this obelisk were to be incinerated 
immediately (v.6);  
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– The 

Kings Edic 
- 

• - yet these three were not, and their accusers 
found it necessary to seek Nebuchadnezzar’s 
personal permission to execute them. 

• When Nebuchadnezzar became furious, they 
calmly replied that, whether God saved them 
or not, they would not serve the false god.  

• The king challenged their faith: "And who is 
the god who will deliver you from my hands?" 
(Daniel 3:15). 
– God was going to answer this question loud and 

clear! 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– Divine 
Protection 

Of The 
Three -

vrs19-27 - 

• This time Nebuchadnezzar was present on the 
plain of Dura and the flabbergasted king saw all 
this with his own eyes. 
– The Scriptures seem to imply that the King was not 

present at the dedication. 

• God answered Nebuchadnezzar's challenge with 
an unforgettable display of Divine power that 
humbled the mighty king of Babylon. 

• Soldiers threw the three disobedient Jews into a 
fire that was so hot that the soldiers themselves 
died when they approached the fire.  
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– Divine 
Protection 

Of The 
Three -

vrs19-27 - 

• But as Nebuchadnezzar peered into the furnace, 
he saw four men - the three he had condemned 
and one sent by God to protect these faithful 
servants. 

• Much Speculation has gone into who this fourth 
person was: 
– Some Believe It was Jesus 
– Some Think It Was the Arch Angel Gabriel 
– Some Believe It was God Himself since the reaction of 

Nebuchadnezzar 

• The fact of the matter is we do not know since we are 
not told.  The same will be found later on in the book. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– God Is 
Recognized 

By The 
King – vrs 
28-30 - 

• When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 
came out of the furnace, Nebuchadnezzar 
realized that God had answered his challenge.  

• So, recognizing this God of Israel as ‘The Most 
High God,’ he ordered Shadrach and his 
companions to come out of the furnace. 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding of the God 
of Israel had moved from recognizing him as 
‘your God’ (2:47) to ‘the Most High God’ 
(3:26). 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  

– God Is 
Recognized 

By The 
King – vrs 
28-30 - 

• He ordered that the name of Jehovah be 
respected in all his kingdom, and realized that 
God had answered his question: ". . . because 
there is no other God who can deliver like 
this" (Daniel 3:29). 

• Sin tries to take hold in our lives and 
challenges us as Nebuchadnezzar challenged 
the servants of God.  
– Who can set us free?  
– There is only one correct response (Acts 4:12).  
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– In 

Conclusion 
Coming To 
Know God 

- 

• In chapter 2 we saw how Nebuchadnezzar 
became acquainted with the one true God, and 
made his first tentative step in His direction by 
recognizing His superiority over the other gods. 

• In this chapter we have seen how 
Nebuchadnezzar took his next step towards 
God, for this third chapter is the story of how 
he came to recognize that the God of Israel 
alone has the ability to intervene in man’s 
affairs. 
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Daniel 
Chapter 
Three  
– In 

Conclusion 
Coming To 
Know God 

- 

• Chapter 2,  records how Nebuchadnezzar was put 
on notice that his office as king was a divine trust 
to be administered in accord with God’s wishes 
(2:37–38).  

• Chapter 3 records how Nebuchadnezzar came to 
learn that God’s higher authority always prevails, 
and that he was to always subject himself to this 
principle.  

• Chapter 4 will move this concept from theory to 
practice, for it teaches how Nebuchadnezzar 
came to subject himself fully to God’s lordship. 


