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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 6
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Acts 6:3-4 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among 

you seven men of good reputation, full of 

the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 

appoint over this business; 4 but we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.”



The scope of the narrative now widens 
beyond the apostles and Temple.

The next episode serves to introduce the 
next two major figures in the narrative

Stephen (6:8-8:1; see also 11:19; 22:20) 
and Philip (8:5-40; see also 21:8). 

A third new figure, Saul of Tarsus (9:1-
30), is introduced in connection with 
Stephen (7:58-8:3). 

Peter re-emerges as a major figure in 
9:32-12:25.
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“From the preceding account of the 
struggle, between the apostles and the 
Sadducees, Luke now turns to consider, 
briefly, the internal condition of the Church 
during the same period. Though the mass 
of the disciples had attained many of the 
excellencies of Christian character, they 
were still but men, and liable to the 
partialities and prejudices of men. This 
became manifest in a manner which at first 
threatened serious consequences.”  (J. W. 
McGARVEY)

4



The explosive growth of the church gives 
occasion for internal discord: the charge of 
discrimination by Hebrew (orthodox Jews) 
brethren against the Hellenists (Jews 
influenced by the Greek culture) relative to 
the care of their widows.  

Though volatile and threatening, the 
apostles did not want the dispute to 
distract them from spiritual matters, so 
they sought for spiritual men to handle 
it.
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 The appointment:  The apostles are presented 
with the seven chosen men, and they appoint 
them to the task through prayer and laying on 
of hands.

 Consistent with Luke’s literary style, he 
introduces a matter that will be more fully 
developed later.  He mentions the laying on 
of the apostles’ hands, then with no further 
explanation tells of miracles being worked by 
two of the objects of this blessing:  first 
Stephen (6:8), then Philip (8:6-7). 

 The significant connection between these 
two items will be explained in Acts 8.
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They are not specifically called “deacons” (a 
transliteration of the Greek diakonos), 
though the verb form is found in 6:2 (“serve 
tables” = (diakonein trapezais).  

Note that they were to be “over this 
business” (6:3); that is, the apostles 
delegated the responsibility of effectively 
handling the matter to them.

The importance of the apostles work in 
preaching and prayer can not be 
overstated here, because even today there 
is a mix up with the duties of a preacher.
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The Men Selected were of:

Good reputation, (vrs 3)

Full of the Holy Spirit 

Full of Wisdom 

Full of Faith & Wisdom (vrs 5)

Full of faith & Power (vrs 8)

These men:

Went Out Among The People – Acts 6:8

Exposed Error – Acts 6:9-10

Men Were Dishonorable – Acts 6:11-15

Enemies Stirred Up The People – Acts 6:12
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Stephen represents the gradual broadening of 
the apostles’ influence to others.  

Until now the focus has been upon the 
“apostles’ doctrine,” the apostles’ teaching, 
the miracles worked by the apostles, the 
decisions of the apostles.  

But Stephen is not only a responsible and 
capable man in the matter of the widows’ 
distribution; he is also a man of great 
teaching and debating ability – 6:8-10
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Similar to the trial of Jesus, Stephen is 
brought before the Sanhedrin and saddled 
with charges from false witnesses (6:11-15).

Note, as in the case of Jesus (Matthew 
26:61), the Jews are sensitive to any 
suggestion of the temple being threatened.

Luke leads directly from this account straight 
into the sermon delivered by Stephen in 
chapter 7 – that leads to the first death of a 
Christian this side of the cross at the hands of 
ungodly men.
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Vrs 1 - “Murmuring” - “A complaint” (NKJV).  
There is a difference in “genuine concern” and 
“sinful murmuring.”

 “Daily ministration” - “Daily distribution” -
This refers to the funds distributed which 
were laid at the apostles feet.  This shows, 
again, that there was no “scattering” as of 
yet.

Vrs 2 - “Serve tables” - Literally, “deacon 
tables.”  There are three English words 
translated from the Greek word diakonos
“deacon.”
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Minister - 1 Cor. 3:5; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 3:7

 Servant - Rom. 16:1

 Deacon - Phil. 1:1

Set of fuller Qualifications of such is 
found in 1 Timothy and Titus.

Vrs 3 - Three qualifications here:

 “Of honest report” - “Of good report” 
(ASV), “Of good reputation” (NKJV)

 “Full of the Holy Spirit” - Not necessarily 
inspired as in 4:31.  
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They meant “men who were full of the 
Holy Spirit as respect to fruits of a holy 
life.”

“Of wisdom” - Full of spiritual wisdom.

They are “Appoint over this business” - Not 
into the office here; it was a temporary 
service, because of the present need.

Vrs 4 - Notice how important they thought 
prayer was.  

If they needed it, how much more do we.
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Vrs 5 - “Pleased the whole multitude” - Was 
met with hearty approval; no dissent.

“Stephen” - Special recognition was given 
to him because he was the first martyr.

 “Proselyte” - a Gentile converted to the 
Jewish faith.

 Vrs 6 - “Laid their hands on them” – Some -
times this has no special significance (Matt. 
19:5; Acts 13:3), but here it does.

We immediately see them with miraculous 
powers. 
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Vrs 7 - “Increased” - In its effects, influence, 
results, etc.

“Priests were obedient” - We should not be 
too quick to speak against the whole 
Jewish race. This shows that the faith must 
be obeyed. 

 Vrs 8 - Stephen is the first one beside an 
apostle working miracles.  

When and how did he and others receive 
this ability?  Acts 6:6; 8:6,13,18; 19:6; 2 
Tim. 1:6
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Vrs 9 - Here is the first time the common people 
(unbelievers) get stirred up. 

Their persecution is centered on one man, 
which makes it more effective.

Since “synagogue” is singular, it was one 
owned by these groups (five mentioned) which 
they used while in Jerusalem.

 Stephen was “Disputing” - Debating.

Vrs 10 - “Resist” - “Withstand” - All from those 
places combined were not able to meet Stephen’s 
arguments. He was speaking by inspiration; thus, 
they did not compare in wisdom.
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Vrs 12-14 - Unable to prevail over Stephen in 
open debate, his enemies resorted to deceit and 
conspiracy. As with Jesus (Matt. 26:59–61), they 
secretly recruited false witnesses to spread lies 
about Stephen. 

The charges were serious, since blasphemy 
was punishable by death (Lev. 24:16).

“Suborned” - Lit. “To bring under control by 
suggestion or money.”

Here they caused these men through money or 
some other wicked motive to bear false 
witness.
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“Blasphemous” - Reproachful, railing, 
reveling.  What a false charge!

Verse 14 - It takes only a little change to 
misrepresent.

Jesus had only predicted the destruction of 
the temple by the Gentiles.

“And shall change” - No doubt these evil men 
are speaking in the sense of forcing them to 
change.

The apostles and prophets did not teach an 
immediate and abrupt change.
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When men can’t answer Scriptural 
arguments, they often resort to false 
charges and accusations. 

Vrs 15 - This is either physically or 
supernatural here.

 Physically - Not a face which reflected evil 
opposition (blasphemy) to sacred things, 
but that of a faithful messenger.

 Supernaturally - Divine radiance, like 
Moses.  Ex. 34:30; 2 Cor. 3:7
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