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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 5
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Acts 5:25 (NKJV) 25 So one came and told 

them, saying, “Look, the men whom you put 

in prison are standing in the temple and 

teaching the people!”

Acts 5:35 (NKJV) — 35 And he said to them: 

“Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what 

you intend to do regarding these men. 
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Acts 5:38-39 (NKJV) {Key Verses}

— 38 And now I say to you, keep away 

from these men and let them alone; for if 

this plan or this work is of men, it will come 

to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you 

cannot overthrow it—lest you even be 

found to fight against God.”



Acts 5:1-16 – An Act of Heavenly Discipline

One hallmark of the divine origin of the Scriptures 
is the inclusion of details which are uncompli-
mentary. 

We see the warts and weaknesses of even the 
greatest heroes.

 Though there was a strong spirit of camaraderie 
and selflessness among the early disciples, there 
was also a spirit of competition. 

 People may reason that they aren’t so bad because 
they have not robbed, raped or killed, but consider 
how seriously God takes hypocrisy and the attempt 
to deceive!
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That good has its counterpart can’t be denied.

This is the first recorded sin after the church 
was established.

Vrs. 2 - A part was represented as the whole.  
See also vrs. 8

Thus, they compromised between two ungodly 
desires: praise of men and love of money. 

They were trying to make themselves appear 
more generous than they really were. 

Vrs. 3 - Satan is a real being acting upon and 
influencing people to do evil.. 
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Actually, he had lied to both God and man, but 
it is far more serious to lie to God.  

Men would not have know it, but Peter being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, knew.

Vrs. 4 - A voluntary service.  After it was sold, 
they could have done with it as they pleased.

The sin had to do with what they had 
determined in their own hearts. 

Thus, a lesson on lust being conceived.  
James 1:14-15; Matt. 5:27-28

“Not lied to men but to God”
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The gravity of the sin was before God.  We 
must watch deceptions and false impressions 
(sometimes to be praised) before other 
brethren. 

Vrs. 5 - God’s severe punishment shows how He 
hates this sin. 

Ananias and Sapphira are not the only ones 
guilty of this sin. 

They are held up as warnings to all.

Vrs. 6 - Neither the place nor the circumstances 
would admit much formal preparation for a 
funeral.
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Vrs. 8 - A test of her own conscience here.

She could have confessed her sin and lived.

Instead of confessing, she chooses to lie.

Vrs. 9 - “To test” - In the sense of trying the 
Spirit’s power to detect such things.

Vrs. 11 - They would be careful not to be guilty 
of the same.  

The example of Ananias and Sapphira shows 
how seriously God regards this type of sin.

Application Lessons: Let us avoid lying, 
covetousness, vain-glory, and hypocrisy.  
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Acts 5:12-16

Vrs. 12 - Up to this point in the book of Acts, 
only the apostles worked miracles.

Vrs. 13 - “The rest” - Two ideas on this: 

(1) The Pharisees, rulers, unbelievers in 
general; 

(2) People smitten by the terror concerning 
Ananias and Sapphira.  

Probably number (1) is correct.  

None of the unbelievers dared to lay hands on 
or rebuke the apostles for what they were 
doing.
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Later, only through the power of the highest 
court were the apostles opposed.

Vrs. 14 - The church continued to grow tremen-
dously.

“Added to the Lord” - same as “added to the 
church” 2:47.

“Believers” - There was no infant membership.

“Shadow of Peter” - John 14:12; Acts 19:11

“Unclean spirits” – This is Different from the 
sick.  People aren’t demon possessed this way 
today.
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Mark 5:1-5  God allowed it so that when 
Jesus came He could demonstrate His power 
over them.  See Zech. 13:2 Acts 5:17-18

With the growth of the church came 
opposition. The enthusiastic praise of the 
apostles was too much for the rulers --
“indignation” as a footnote shows can also be 
translated, “jealousy.”

The Jewish rulers, unable to stop the preaching 
by threats, were now prepared to take 
stronger action.
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The Jewish leaders are growingly incensed 
that their orders are being defied and the new 
movement is gaining ground – and this right 
under their noses in the temple! 

They take all of the apostles this time, before it 
was just Peter and John – cf chapter 4.

They were thrown into the regular prison, as 
opposed to a holding area in the temple. 

We, too, need to expect “negative reactions” 
when we live and teach the purity God 
demands in Christianity.  2 Tim. 3:12 
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The apostles are arrested, only to be let out of 
jail by an angel – 5:17-21.

Upon receiving this shocking news, the priests 
have the apostles brought before them again –
but very gently, fearing a backlash by the 
people – 5:22-26.

The high priest, missing the great truths 
staring him in the face, frets about the 
apostles’ defiance and their intimations of the 
Sanhedrin’s guilt in the death of Jesus – 5:27-
28. 
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Peter (again) takes the lead in responding, with 
the assent of all the apostles.  

Yes, they had defied the edict of the Sanhedrin 
because they have a greater obligation to obey 
God – 5:29.

Yes, the blood of Jesus rightly belonged upon 
the hands of the Jewish leaders because:

They murdered Jesus; 

God had raised Him up to be a Prince and 
Savior (and they have been unable to 
disprove it);
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Both the apostles and the Holy Spirit were 
bearing witness to these truths.

The blood of Jesus belongs on the hands of the 
Jews, but there is still the opportunity of 
forgiveness – if they will lay their envy and 
stubbornness aside.

We must be reminded of the fact that before 
Pilate they clearly stated that they would 
accept the blood of Jesus – Matthew 27:25

They invited the wrath of God on them and on 
their children.
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Acts 5:19-21

The purpose of the intervention was not to 
rescue the apostles from danger, which they 
were still in, but to facilitate the preaching of 
the Word.

Notice that after being arrested and jailed, the 
apostles went immediately back to preaching.

The “council” was made up of the 70 men and 
was also called the “Sanhedrin.”

Acts 5:22-24

The “keepers” here were Jewish servants.
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Roman soldiers were bound by death to keep 
their prisoners.  This was the reason the 
Philippian jailer (Acts 16) was about to kill 
himself.

Indeed, a great miraculous deliverance had 
been wrought to accomplish this.

All were confused as well as perplexed about the 
matter.  Vs. 24

They did not know how the prisoners had 
escaped, but what concerned them most was 
what would be the final outcome of the 
preaching of Jesus.
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They probably wondered why the apostles did 
not take the opportunity to flee.

The didn’t seem to think: “What will God do to 
us if we keep fighting against Him?”

Turning Up the Heat on the Apostles – 5:33-42

The Sanhedrin is enraged at the justified 
defiance of the apostles.  They begin to openly 
discuss their murderous intentions until 
Gamaliel intervenes.

Men differ on whether Gamaliel’s advice is 
sound (though it does work to the benefit of 
the apostles
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We learn four things about Gamaliel.

“One in the council” - a member of the 
Sanhedrin.

“A Pharisee” - the stricter sect among the 
Jews.

“A teacher of the law” - Paul had learned 
under him.  Acts 22:3

“Held in respect” - well respected and 
honored.

At least one Pharisee was cool and wise enough 
to suggest sensible council.
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After citing illustrations of those who failed in 
their efforts, he gives his advice.

Gamaliel probably saved the apostles’ lives 
here.

The council decided to wait, hoping that this 
would all fade away harmlessly. They couldn’t 
have been more wrong. 

Acts 5:40-42

“Beaten them” - They didn’t fully follow his 
advice.

 How many of us have been literally beaten 
for the name of Jesus?
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Thus, again they repeated their futile command.
Note the resolve and fortitude of the apostles 

after being beaten by the Council.
Here is the greatest exhibition of faith that we 

will ever find.
“Rejoicing” - They considered themselves 

fortunate and honored to suffer for Christ.  1 
Pet. 3:14; 4:12-16

Opposition makes Christians all the more 
determined.

They taught at every opportunity both publicly 
and privately. 
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