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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 4
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Acts 4:10-12 (NKJV)

10 let it be known to you all, and to all 

the people of Israel, that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead, by Him this man stands here 

before you whole. 
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Acts 4:10-12 (NKJV)

11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by 

you builders, which has become the chief 

cornerstone.’ 

{KEY VERSE} - 12 Nor is there salvation in any 

other, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we 

must be saved.” 
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Acts 4:19-20 (NKJV) {Result of Key Verse} 

19 But Peter and John answered and 

said to them, “Whether it is right in the 

sight of God to listen to you more than 

to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot 

but speak the things which we have 

seen and heard.”



Acts 4:1-4 - The arrest 

Anytime the kingdom of God is advanced, 
the kingdom of darkness is aroused.

The rulers, Sadducees and Pharisees had 
already hated Jesus because he exposed 
their traditions and hypocrisy.

Now, the preaching of Jesus raised from 
the dead was more than they could 
stand.

Vrs. 4 - The church increased very rapidly in 
these early days.  Cf. Acts 6:7
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We must remember that the temple was the 
domain of the priesthood; they controlled the 
activities that transpired there and had a 
police force to insure compliance.

How incensed they must have been to see 
“unauthorized” commoners preaching about 
resurrection – a theological concept some of 
them denied – but especially the 
resurrection of the one they had murdered!  

As noted in 1 Samuel 2, it was not 
uncommon for the religious leaders to be 
corrupt then, just as we see today.
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Yet, in spite of the intimidation, the influence 
of the gospel continues to grow.  

This, also, is very troubling to the Jewish 
leaders.

Acts 4:5-12 - Peter’s bold declaration 

It did not please them that the man who they 
had crucified had followers who were just as 
persistent and troublesome as He was.

Peter spoke boldly before the council, actually 
putting the council on trial by showing them 
that the One they had crucified had risen 
again.!
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Vrs. 11 – cf. Psalm 118:22. 

Jesus had already made application of this to 
Himself.  Matt. 21:42  

Both Peter and Paul referred to this in their
writings.  1 Peter 2:4-7; Ephesians 2:20

Vrs. 12 - This is a strong claim here before them 
because they had already rejected the only 
means of salvation.  

Our focus should be on Jesus, whom God 
offered as the way to have an eternal 
relationship with Himself.  

There is no other name or way!
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The threat – 4:13-22.

 The embarrassed Sanhedrin dismisses the 
accused (Peter, John and the healed man) so they 
can settle on a course of action. 

However, the course they choose is always 
ineffective, for men who act out of deep 
conviction cannot be effectively threatened or 
intimidated.

 Peter and John stand their ground and refuse to 
submit to civil powers that are in rebellion to God.  
They are bound by their conscience to “speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” (4:20), 
fulfilling their very purpose as witnesses.
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The threat – 4:13-22.

Vrs. 13 - What they saw in them was exactly 
what they saw in Jesus.  The same with us.

Vrs. 16 - They should have asked, “What must 
we do to be saved?”  

Instead, they were asking, “What shall we 
do to stop these men?”

“Cannot deny it” - This shows strong 
evidence for the miracle. 

They would have denied it, if they could have.  
Also, it shows the hardness of their hearts.
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Vrs. 18 - Thus, they were absolutely forbidden to 
speak or teach in the name of Jesus.

Much the same as in Islamic countries and in 
the USA and other nations – saying you can’t 
assemble.

Vrs. 19 - They had no right to suppress what God 
had authorized to be taught.

This is akin to the 1st Amendment of the USA.

Vrs. 20 - We might keep quiet when we feel 
uncomfortable about people rejecting us, but 
they did not keep silent even when threatened.
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Vrs. 21 - The people glorified God.

This is what the rulers should have done too.

The “Debriefing” and Prayer for Boldness – Acts 
4:23-31

In their supplication to God to assist them 
amid growing persecution, the apostles 
indicate a broader insight into the situation 
than they had previously shown. 

They acknowledge God’s creative power and 
recognize that the struggle is actually 
between the Creator and the rulers of the 
earth – 4:24-27.
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They further admit the providence of God in 
the unfolding affairs – 4:28.

They pray for courage to “hold up their end of 
the bargain” – 4:29-30.

God gives them miraculous confirmation of 
their requests – 4:31.

Notice how the believers prayed.  First they 
praised God, and then told God their specific 
problem and asked for help.

They did not ask God to remove the problem, 
but to help them deal with it.  This is a model 
for us to follow when we pray. 
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God may not remove the problem, but He will 
give us the strength and courage to deal with 
it.  1 Cor. 10:13

Vrs. 24-26 - God spoke “by the mouth of” -
shows what inspiration is.  

Also, here we learn that David wrote Psalm 2.

“Rage” - Literally, “to neigh like a horse, to 
prance or stomp the ground;” thus, to put 
on lofty airs.

The ruling authorities of that time stood in 
array against Christ – a hopeless cause.
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Vrs. 28 - They had no desire to fulfill prophecy. 

They acted of their own free will and were 
guilty of the greatest crime known to man.

Yet in doing it, they fulfilled the predictions 
regarding Him.

Vrs. 29-30 - They did not pray for their own 
personal safety or deliverance, but as servants, 
for boldness to speak the Word, and to continue 
the work which the apostles had begun 
(miracles vs. 30).

Vrs. 31 - God answered with a physical (“place 
was shaken”) manifestation.
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Unity Among the Early Disciples – Acts 4:32-37

The unique circumstances of this newly 
forming congregation create some logistical 
problems, specifically the adequate material 
support of all.  

But these are overcome by a commonness of 
spirit that results in the needs of life being 
supplied.

 Consistent with Luke’s literary style, he 
introduces a character (Barnabas) whom we will 
consider in more detail later.  Pay special 
attention to this technique of Luke.
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Note the emphasis upon the leadership and 
focus of the apostles (4:33).

“Were of one heart and one soul” - They had 
amazing unity at first.

This soon would not be so, just as it is not so 
today.

***NB*** - They had not been scattered as 
of yet.  Acts 8:4

Many of the travelers had began to be in want. 

Those who owned various things sold them in 
order to meet the present emergency.
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“Who lacked,” “had need” - no communism or 
socialistic society.

There was no uniform distribution of property 
among all members, but a giving to those who 
had need.

It is an example for us.  If we see a brother in 
need, if necessary, we should sell various 
things to provide for those needs. Cf. 1 John 
3:17-18

Vrs. 35 - The apostles served as “overseers.”

This is the leadership that we recognize is
essential in congregations today.
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Vs. 36-37 - An illustration of one of those 
mentioned above. 

Barnabas was especially good in exhortation.

He later becomes prominent in the work of the 
Lord.

BUT… as in human nature his life is not
without problems or controversy.

NOTE: the scriptures says “he was a LEVITE” 
which shows that not all the religious leaders 
or Priests were corrupt.

WHAT A POWERFUL CHAPTER on TAKING A
STAND FOR OUR FAITH.
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