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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 3
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Acts 3:19 (NKJV)

19 Repent therefore and be 

converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, so that times of 

refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord,
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Acts 3:25 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

25 You are sons of the prophets, and 

of the covenant which God made 

with our fathers, saying to Abraham, 

‘And in your seed all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed.’



How it must have galled the Jewish leaders 
that this heretical “faction” was using the 
temple to advance their doctrine (Acts 2:46).

Here again Peter and John present themselves 
in the temple for the mid-afternoon prayers 
(3:1).  

“The ninth hour” - 3:00 in the afternoon our 
time.

A man well known in the area for his crippled 
condition and his daily appearance in the 
temple is healed by Peter.  
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Tho, we say “PETER” healed him, the 
narrative of Peter’s 2nd sermon says 
otherwise…cf vrs 12

The man was a beggar (similar to the homeless 
today, usually disliked by most).

He expected to receive something physical, 
not spiritual; thus, there was no prior faith 
on his part.

Many false teachers today, who fail in their
“faith healing meetings” – claim the person 
did not have enough faith.
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Another observation to make from this healing 
is that the effect is instantaneous, and the man 
is overcome with ecstasy by his new lease on 
life. 

Healed immediately and completely.  There 
was no “time lapse” or “states of recovery.”

Once again, in these modern “faith healing
meetings” the effect or result is not
immediate if at all.

He was healed before hundreds of witnesses 
who knew him (vs. 9-10).  Even the enemies 
had to admit the miracle (4:16).
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A lesson for us here to note is the Joy that is felt 
when one obeys the Gospel call – a new lease 
on life is granted unto us.

Just like this lame man – who was in bondage
to his physical ailment – we are in bondage to
sin; he is set free and is able to walk again –
so to are we set free from sin by the blood of
Christ and the new lease on life {cf Romans
3:23; 6:23} allows us to walk in newness of
life.

This miracle adds to the excitement and buzz 
surrounding this new movement.
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The commotion of the healing draws a crowd to 
Solomon’s porch, a colonnaded area of the 
temple that provided shelter for gatherings.

Note Luke’s descriptive terms:  wonder and 
amazement (3:10); amazed (3:11); marvel 
(3:12). Cf Acts 2:22

 Peter takes this opportunity to deliver his 
second sermon.

There are two parts to this sermon:

The sermon itself with the facts and evidence 
presented – vrs 11-18 And the call to respond 
to the evidence presented – vrs 19-26
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THE 2nd SERMON

➢ Peter shows that the man was healed through 
the power of Jesus of Nazareth.

➢ Point # 1 - 3:12-16 – Condemnation for the 
rejection and death of Jesus.

➢ He painfully reminded them that they had 
preferred a murderer over their Messiah 
when even Pilate had declared his 
innocence.

➢ “Whom God raised from the dead, of which 
we are witnesses.” – same as Acts 2:36
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▪ The miracle of the lame man gives proof of 
this.  It was by the power of the resurrected 
Christ.

➢ Point # 2 - 3:17-20 – Conciliation toward the 
rebellious Jews.

➢ They did it in ignorance, but ignorance does 
not excuse.  Some are willfully ignorant. - 2 
Peter 3:5

➢ Point # 3 - 3:21-25 – Context of history.

➢ Peter emphasizes that the events which have  
transpired are not innovative, novel or dis -
honoring of Judaism.  
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▪ As he did in his first sermon on Pentecost 
(Acts 2), Peter strongly ties the present 
issues to the ancient prophecies.  

▪ The events fulfill longstanding declarations 
of what would occur.

▪ The death of Jesus fulfilled the prophets.  
Example: Isa. 53

▪ Proves that ignorance of the scriptures is
not an acceptable excuse for wrong doing.

▪ Through out POINTS 2 and 3 – Peter is
challenging them to REPENT. Note this aspect -
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3:19-26 - He calls on them to respond.

Verse 19 is one of the most beautiful verses 
in the Bible. To be forgiven they must repent 
and turn again to God.

“Times of refreshing” - blessings, clear 
conscience, etc.

The term, “Lord” includes the Father.

Sent Jesus in a spiritual sense, to bless 
you. “Until the times of restoration of all 
things” - until they are completed, not until 
they are to begin.
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3:19-26 - He calls on them to respond.

Verses 22-23 - the reason they should 
respond.

These verses show the awesome authority 
of Christ.

All are under law to Christ.  Matt. 28:18; 
Acts 17:30-31

“Shall be utterly destroyed” - Thus, it is 
absolute important to obey Christ.

Verses 24-26 - He again calls on them for 
personal application.
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Peter’s conclusion – Acts 3:26:

The Jews – “to you first”:  The privilege and 
reward of being God’s covenant people by 
virtue of connection to Abraham was that 
salvation is first offered to them.

Gen. 22:18 - We are included as well.

God – The true force behind these events 
which the Jews had been wrestling with since 
the prophet John came on the scene.

Having raised up His Servant Jesus – The 
resurrection always figures prominently in 
the preaching of the apostles.  
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Peter’s conclusion – Acts 3:26:

This reference may also be designed to 
bring to mind the “Servant” prophecies of 
Isaiah.

Sent Him to bless you – The incarnation of 
Jesus is the ultimate expression of God’s love 
and concern for mankind.  

God had every right to destroy man in his 
rebellion, but He sent His Son to bless 
mankind!

In turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities.
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Peter’s conclusion – Acts 3:26:

The objective:  God wished to create a 
spiritual family from among men who 
would choose Him over sin, who would 
repent and renounce the rule of sin in their 
lives and strive for purity and godliness.  
Forgiveness is the main objective in all that 
God has done through Christ. 

“In turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities.”  

This is what repentance and turning to the 
Lord is all about.
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