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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter Two
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Acts 2:36–37 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 

assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 

the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall 

we do?”



The First Time the Holy Spirit was given – cf. 
Acts 11:15-17 – in baptismal measure. 

First Sermon this side of the Cross. Cf 1:8

First mention of the TERMS of entrance into 
the Kingdom of God.

First Question asked after the Holy Spirit
convicted them of – “SIN, RIGHTEOUSNESS
and THE JUDGMENT to come”

First COVERTS this side of the Cross.

First instructions concerning the church.

All took place on the 1st Day of the Week
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 Verses 1-4 – The apostles baptized with the Holy Spirit as 
promised – cf. 1:8; John14-16, John 20:22

 Verses 5-13 – The people present, and their response to 
what they had seen and heard in their own language, i.e. 
“tongues”

 Verses 14-36 – Peter’s sermon: His proposition, proof and 
conclusion – Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah.

 Verses 37-41 – The effects the truth had on many of those 
who heard the truth – their response, the instructions they 
were given and their compliance.

 Verses 41-47 – Those converted continued steadfastly in 
the apostles doctrine having been added by the Lord to His 
church.
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Fulfilling Jesus’ promise - (Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16; 
24:47-49; John 14:26; 15:26;16:7,8,13; Acts 1:1-
8)

Holy Spirit baptism limited to the apostles – (cf. 
above promises; nearest antecedent to pronouns 
– 1:26; 2:1-4,6,7,11,13,14)

120 Present – but only given to those who
were promised it.

Confirming the authenticity of the message 
preached – (Mark 16:20; Acts 14:3; Heb 2:4) 
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The FACT that the WORD of GOD was for the first 
time being PREACHED concerning the Kingdom, 
now established – could have no other effect.

 Psalm 19:7 (NKJV) - 7 The law of the LORD is 
perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

The beginning of the great commission – (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 24:46-49)

The very first to hear the gospel and become 
Christians – (Isa 2:3; Mic 4:2; Acts 11:15) & The 
beginning of the church – (Acts 2:47; Matt. 16:18)
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Significance of the day of Pentecost is seen in –
(Lev. 23:15-21; Ex. 34:22,23)

Devout Jews from every nation under heaven –
including proselytes – (vrs. 5-11)
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Heard the apostles speaking in their own 
language the wonderful works of God – (vs. 5-
11)

Some wondered with curiosity – others 
mocked – (vs. 12,13)

This gives way to the 1st of Peter’s Sermons –
“Jesus Is The Christ!” - Verses 14-36

This same Jesus that “He had denied three
times” – can not be ignored or denied any
longer.

They had crucified Him, the anointed one and it 
must be made know.
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The events they were witnessing and that they 
were now involved in were the fulfillment of 
prophecy – indicating the beginning of the 
kingdom of God when all men could call upon the 
name of the Lord and be saved - (14-21; Joel 2:28-
32)

Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah (Anointed 
One, Savior), and Lord (King) . . . 

What we now will see is the structure of this 1st

sermon – which is in and of itself a great teaching 
tool for us today to imitate in our own teaching of 
the Lost. 

9



The Structure of the Sermon:

The MIRACLES of Jesus – verse 22

The crucifixion was according to God’s 
foreknowledge – verse 23

God raised Him from the dead – verse 24

Agrees with prophecy –vrs.25-29; (Psa. 16:8-11)

To sit on David’s throne – vrs 30,31; (Psa. 
132:11)

The apostles Testimony –verse 32

Testimony of the Holy Spirit –verse 33

Confirmed by OT – vrs.34-35 (Psa. 110)
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The EFFECT and RESULTS of the Sermon:

Hearts pricked by the evidence – vrs 37

They asked a question – a most important 
question that even today must be asked.

Peter instructs them as to what they must do –
verses 38-40

Those who gladly received his words complied –
vrs 41

RESULT – 3000 where baptized and converted.

This choice comes with a life long 
commitment – Revelation 2:10.
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What does it mean to be “converted”?

Convert, converted - transitive verb

1 - a : to bring over from one belief, view, or 
party to another b : to bring about a religious 
conversion in 

2 - a : to alter the physical or chemical nature 
or properties of especially in manufacturing b 
(1) : to change from one form or function to 
another (2) : to alter for more effective 
utilization

 Understanding this will help us understand Acts
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 Now note this in practice.

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18:3-4 (NKJV) - 3 
and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you 
are converted and become as little children, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself 
as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Acts 3:19 (NKJV) - 19 Repent therefore and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, 
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 Now note this in practice.

The work of Christians in James 5:19-20 
(NKJV) - 19 Brethren, if anyone among you 
wanders from the truth, and someone turns 
him back, (convert him KJV)

20 let him know that he who turns 
(converteth – KJV) a sinner from the error of 
his way will save a soul from death and 
cover a multitude of sins. 

Not merely a change in actions – BUT ALSO….

A change in knowledge –
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A change in conviction -

A change in allegiance –

A change in thinking & will –

A change in commitment – resulting in a 
change in relationship & identity -

A change in who we are – how we talk – where 
we go – what we do –

As is witnessed in Luke 15:11-24

He had to come first to the realization                            
of what he had done.

Next he had to do something.
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The one thing to be noted here – is that there is 
more to do after one is baptized.

 vrs 42 - Worship – true doctrine – spiritual 
communion – Lord’s supper - prayer

Vrs 43 - Respect – for God and His word –
Mark 16:20

Vrs 44-46 - Love – providing for one 
another’s needs – gladly serving God and 
sharing. 

We see this echoed in James 2 and in the
teaching on love by Paul in 1 Cor. 13
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Vrs 47 - Praise – for His goodness and grace . .

Goodness – their humble, serious, devoted life 
was appreciated . . .

They are Saved – added to the Lord’s church by 
the Lord Himself.…

A Forgiven sinner – Acts 2:38; 22:16

Saved – Acts 2:39-41; 1 Peter 3:21

A part of the family of God – Acts 2:42-46

A member of the Lord’s church – Acts 2:47

NO ONE CAN JOIN this church – (here church is 
used in its UNIVERSAL sense).
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It is most rightly to say:

“It is most likely that in the Apostolic age when 
there was but one Lord, one faith, and one 
baptism, and no differing denominations 
existed, the baptism of a convert by that very 
act constituted him a member of the church, and 
at once endowed him with all the rights and 
privileges of full membership. In that sense, 
baptism was the door into the church. Now, it is 
different” (page 22)

WHY the LAST STATEMENT? – Is it different
today?

18


