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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter One
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Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV)

1 The former account I made, O 

Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to 

do and teach, 2 until the day in which He 

was taken up, after He through the Holy 

Spirit had given commandments to the 

apostles whom He had chosen, 
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Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

3 to whom He also presented Himself 

alive after His suffering by many 

infallible proofs, being seen by them 

during forty days and speaking of the 

things pertaining to the kingdom of 

God.



Luke begins his “Volume Two” of the life and 
work of Christ, {Luke 1:1-4 records the earthly 
ministry of Jesus. Acts – the beginning of the 
church}, by summarizing the period between His 
resurrection and ascension. 

Jesus had displayed Himself in un-mistakeable 
form to the apostles, men who knew Him 
intimately and could be certain of His identity.  
This is where we left off in the Gospel of John.

Jesus accompanies the apostles to the Mount of 
Olives.  The disciples of Jesus, had returned to 
Jerusalem from Galilee.
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His comments are filled with anticipation, 
urging them to wait in Jerusalem for 
developments that were imminent.

 Jesus repeats His commission for a final 
time {last of the three} and here 
commissions them to be sent out as 
witnesses and He then ascends into 
heaven {just as He told Mary He was 
doing}.

 John 20:21 - … “Peace to you! As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.”
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FOCUS
WITNESS IN JERUSALEM WITNESS IN JUDEA & 

SAMARIA

WITNESS TO THE 

ENDS OF THE 

EARTH

REFERENCE 1:1 – 8:4 8:5 -12:5 13:1-28:31

TOPIC
JEWS SAMARITANS GENTILES

PETER PHILIP PAUL

DIVISION Power Of 

The Church

Progress Of 

The Church

Expansion Of The 

Church

Paul’s 

Three 

Journeys

Paul’s 

Trials

LOCATION JERUSALEM JUDEA & 

SAMARIA

UTTERMOST 

PART

TIME
+-

2 Years (AD 33-35)
+-

13 Years (AD 35-

48)

+-
14 Years (AD 48-

62)

Chart Info From Nelsons Study Bible



Jesus then commissioned the disciples as His 
apostles: He was sending them as His 
representatives, as the Father had sent Him 
(cf. John 17:18; Matt. 28:16–20; Luke24:47–
49). John 20:21 -was the 1st of three 
commission statements.

 John 20:17 - The statement to Mary 
Magdalene – “I am ascending” - Seeing this 
was in the present tense there is some 
question as its exact meaning, now takes 
place. 

 - “to My Father and your Father…” 

7



As the apostles continue their gaze in 
amazement, uncertainty and who knows 
what other emotions sweeping over their 
souls, two angels {as in the case of the 
empty tomb} gently bring them back to 
reality with the promise of Jesus’ eventual 
return.

The apostles return to the other disciples 
and engage in prayer and reflection.

 In the interim, Peter takes the lead in 
determining a replacement for Judas, who 
has committed suicide and Judas is replaced.
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Jesus “presented Himself alive” (1:3) after 
His crucifixion, even as He promised would 
happen before the fact.

This presentation was not merely fleeting 
or fragmentary but varied manifestations, 
“many infallible proofs,” that were 
designed to instill confidence that Jesus 
truly had been raised.

 Jesus did in this period what He had done 
previously:  He taught the disciples “things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God” which was 
shortly to come into existence, cf Mark 9:1.
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Jesus says several things before His ascension 
that suggest something imminent is to happen.

Jesus indicates that something superior to 
John’s baptism was to unfold, and crucial to 
these events was the Holy Spirit.

1:4-5 – Luke 24:49 - The receiving of the 
Holy Spirit constitutes their authority.  The 
Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth.  
John 16:13

1:6 – They still had the old idea of a worldly 
restoration of the kingdom of Israel.  Christ’s 
kingdom is not of this world.  Luke 17:20-21
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1:7 – A rebuke, not only to them but to all 
who claim they know.  Matt. 24:36

 While the apostles had wanted power to rule 
with Jesus at His right hand, Jesus tells them 
they will be empowered for something other 
than warfare.  

They will be His witnesses, not His warriors 
{cf. John 18:36b} (in a carnal sense) by 
spiritually speaking. 

The Lord’s KINGDOM is not earthly but 
spiritual and as such the weapon is the 
Word. Cf Eph. 6:17b.
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An exclamation point is put upon the words of 
Jesus as He rises into the heavens in full view 
of His “witnesses.” 

1:9-12 – We should be ready for his sudden 
return.  1 Thess. 5:2-4

Whatever the apostles were expecting Jesus 
to do now that He was raised, whatever 
misconceptions of the kingdom may have 
been (cf vrs 6) lingering, Jesus dispels by 
departing the earth for Heaven – in 
fulfillment of Daniel 7:13.
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To further instruct and convict them, two angels 
appear. In gentle rebuke, they tell the apostles 
that it is fruitless to stare into the sky in 
anticipation of some grand further development.  
He will return in like manner as He departed –
after going to  prepare a place for them (cf. Jn 
14:2-3).

As Jesus commanded, the apostles return to 
Jerusalem and to the “entourage” that had lately 
been with Jesus… 1:13-14 – All the apostles are 
named except Judas who was now dead

 The women, Mary (His mother) and Jesus’ brothers.  
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The events that will transpire and their relation 
to the “upper room” have been greatly 
distorted and misapplied by those who wish to 
expand the Holy Spirit’s influence. As we study 
through this book pay close attention to what is 
said about the “upper room.”

1:14 – Prayer and supplication, a good example 
for all.  His brothers did not believe at first, but 
the resurrection had convinced them.  John 7:5

1:15-19 – Judas had hung himself….cf. Matt. 
27:5 -10.  The rope or branch broke, and his 
body burst open falling head first.
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Peter takes the lead in initiating 
proceedings to replace Judas.

Whether this is a result of instructions 
given by the Lord (cf. 1:3), or whether 
Peter acted by some other direction, it 
does appear that the selection is 
legitimate and endorsed by God.

 Note that there is a definite conception 
of the “office” of apostleship cf Eph 4:11:

1:20-22 – The necessary qualifications of an 
apostle - 1 Cor. 9:1.  He would testify as an 
eye witnesses.
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“He was numbered with us and obtained a 
part in this ministry” – 1:17.

“Let another take his office” (1:20) 
(quoting from Psalm 109:8).

Specific criteria are proposed that 
certainly rules out anyone presently living 
as an apostle – 1:21-22.

(Only two out of 120 were deemed 
qualified.)

1:23-26 – Casting lots was a thing of the 
O.T. era. Prov. 16:33; Lev. 16:8-10
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Sets forth an example of how to make 
wise decisions:

Set up criteria consistent with the Bible

Examine the alternatives.

Pray for wisdom and guidance.

The replacement was “to take part in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
by transgression fell” (1:25).

1:26b. - The selection of Matthias makes 
ready the coming of the Holy Spirit as did 
the ascension of Jesus.
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