
1

The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 5
Question & 

Answer



2

Acts 5:38-39 (NKJV) {Key Verses}

— 38 And now I say to you, keep away 

from these men and let them alone; for if 

this plan or this work is of men, it will come 

to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you 

cannot overthrow it—lest you even be 

found to fight against God.”
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One hallmark of the divine origin of the 
Scriptures is the inclusion of details which are 
uncomplimentary. 

We see the warts and weaknesses of even the 
greatest heroes.

Though there was a strong spirit of camaraderie 
and selflessness among the early disciples, 
there was also a spirit of competition. 

This may have been the cause for his decision
of deception and hypocrisy.
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He gave up his spirit and died – cf James 2:26

I would also suggest that he gave up the:

Ability to stand before God prepared.

The ability to repent of his sin.

The right to the tree of life.

And Eternity with the righteous who have
gone on before.

Sin separates us from God, and if we die 
living in sin – how can we be saved.
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100%

Many false teachers today, who fail in their 
“faith healing meetings” – claim the person 
did not have enough faith.

In these modern “faith healing meetings” the 
effect or result is not immediate if at all.

Another observation to make from these 
healings is that the effect is instantaneous, and 
the people are overcome with ecstasy by this 
new lease on life. 
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NO – all miracles are the Work of God and 
for His Glory and Praise.

Peter never took credit as the one doing
the healing or boasting about the power
he had.

“Shadow of Peter” – must be understood in 
light of these two passages of scripture 
listed below.

John 14:12 

Acts 19:11



In Acts 2:37 – people were pricked in their
hearts and asked “What must we do to be
saved?”

3000 on this day believed and obeyed the 
command of God.

But here in Acts 5:33 – the religious leaders are 
cut in their hearts and they seek to murder the 
apostles.

They had heard in Acts 4:11-12 that they can
be saved by the Name of Jesus – but refuse.
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We learn four things about Gamaliel.

 “One in the council” - a member of the 
Sanhedrin.

 “A Pharisee” - the stricter sect among the 
Jews.

 “A teacher of the law” - Paul had learned under 
him.  Acts 22:3

 “Held in respect” - well respected and honored.

At least one Pharisee was cool and wise enough 
to suggest sensible council.
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What we learn here that after citing illustrations 
of those who failed in their efforts, he gives his 
advice. Gamaliel probably saved the apostles’ 
lives here.

The fact we are here today shows that this is
not a work of men but a work of God.

The council decided to wait, hoping that this 
would all fade away harmlessly. They couldn’t 
have been more wrong. 
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Acts 5:39 (NKJV) {Key Verses}

39 but if it is of God, you cannot 

overthrow it—lest you even be 

found to fight against God.”



Yes, many an innovation has come into the
church.

By what authority something is done is of 
greatest importance for:

IF it is the ideas and will of men – then it
will profit the soul nothing.

It fact the joy is very brief…. Life long 
only.

BUT – if it is of God – then the rewards will 
be eternal life.

11



Note the resolve and fortitude of the apostles 
after being beaten by the Council.

Here is the greatest exhibition of faith that we 
will ever find.

“Rejoicing” - They considered themselves 
fortunate and honored to suffer for Christ.  1 
Pet. 3:14; 4:12-16

Opposition makes Christians all the more 
determined.

They taught at every opportunity both publicly 
and privately. 

12


