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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 4
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 4:19-20 (NKJV) {Result of Key Verse} 

19 But Peter and John answered and 

said to them, “Whether it is right in the 

sight of God to listen to you more than 

to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot 

but speak the things which we have 

seen and heard.”



He patrolled the temple grounds and kept order in 
the temple precincts. 

 For example, they would make sure that no 
Gentile entered the parts of the temple forbidden 
to Gentiles. They guarded the temple gates and 
treasures.

He would be the one who organized the duties of the
Priests.

 This would include the times they were to appear 
in the Temple. He would have been responsible 
for who was doing the teaching and that they 
were Levites. 
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This is a clear IDENTIFYER

Jesus was a common name in those days as it
is today.

Whom ye crucified – sets Jesus of Nazareth
apart from all others.

Tho’ they themselves did not physically
crucify Jesus – it was by their orders and
their demands that he be crucified.

The guilt of Jesus’ death is laid squarely upon
their shoulders.
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Acts 4:29 (NKJV) 29 Now, Lord, look on their 
threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 
boldness they may speak Your word, 

Vines says of this word - παρρησ, parresia (b) 
"the absence of fear in speaking boldly; hence, 
confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, without 
any connection necessarily with speech;" the 
RV has "boldness" in the following; - Acts 4:13; 
Eph. 3:12; 1 Tim. 3:13; Heb. 3:6; Heb. 4:16; 
Heb. 10:19, 35; 1 John 2:28; 1 John 3:21; 1 
John 4:17; 1 John 5:14;
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 There were two classes of Jewish courts called 
Sanhedrin, the Great Sanhedrin and the Lesser 
Sanhedrin. A lesser Sanhedrin of 23 judges was 
appointed to each city, but there was to be only one 
Great Sanhedrin of 71 judges, which among other 
roles acted as the Supreme Court, taking appeals 
from cases decided by lesser courts. In general 
usage, "The Sanhedrin" without qualifier normally 
refers to the Great Sanhedrin, which was composed 
of the Nasi, who functioned as head or representing 
president, and was a member of the court; the Av 
Beit Din or chief of the court, who was second to the 
nasi; and sixty-nine general members (Mufla). – From 

Wikipedia
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Peter and John stand their ground and refuse to 
submit to civil powers that are in rebellion to 
God.  

They are bound by their conscience to “speak 
the things which we have seen and heard” 
(4:20), fulfilling their very purpose as 
witnesses.

 The people are also Bold and courageous and in 
unity.
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"The multitude of those who believed were of 
one heart and one soul" - Acts 4:32; Jn 17:20

Acts 4:32 - 32 Now the multitude of those 
who believed were of one heart and one soul; 
neither did anyone say that any of the things 
he possessed was his own, but they had all 
things in common.

John 17:20 - 20 "I do not pray for these 
alone, but also for those who will believe in 
Me through their word; that they might be 
ONE – as we”
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The unique circumstances of this newly forming 
congregation create some logistical problems, 
specifically the adequate material support of all.

Many who had traveled to Jerusalem stayed 
after Pentecost rather than return to their 
homes.  

But these are overcome by a commonness of 
spirit that results in the needs of life being 
supplied. 
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NO!

One of the works of the church – which
provides for the NEEDY SAINTS – is
benevolence.

The treasury, as we see here is not the
churches bank – but the free will offerings of
the saints (ie. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2), which 
belongs to God.

It is therefore necessary that these funds be
used in the authorized work of the church.

11



The apostles – vrs 36

Barnabas was especially good in exhortation.

He later becomes prominent in the work of 
the Lord.

BUT… as in human nature his life is not without 
problems or controversy.

NOTE: the scriptures says “he was a LEVITE” 
which shows that not all the religious leaders or 
Priests were corrupt. 
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