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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter Two
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 2:36–37 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 

assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 

the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall 

we do?”
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Matthew 26:20-22 (NKJV) 20 When evening 

had come, He sat down with the twelve. . . 

Mark 14:17-18 (NKJV) 17 In the evening He 

came with the twelve. 18 Now as they sat 

and ate, . . 

Luke 22:14-15 (NKJV) 14 When the hour had 

come, He sat down, and the twelve 

apostles with Him. 15 Then He said to 

them, "With fervent desire I have desired to 

eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  

 TWELVE AT the last 

supper – 13:2

 Jesus washed THEIR 

feet – 13:4-17

 Jesus identifies His 

betrayer – 13:18-30

 Predicts Peter’s denial –

13:36-38

 Final instructions  to 

the TWELVE before His 

death– 13:31-16:33
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Luke 24:47-49 (NKJV)
47 and that repentance and 

remission of sins should be 

preached in His name to all 

nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48 And you are 

witnesses of these things. 49 

Behold, I send the Promise of 

My Father upon you; but 

tarry in the city of Jerusalem 

until you are endued with 

power from on high."

Acts 1:2-5 (NKJV)
4 And being assembled together 

with them, He commanded them 

not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

to wait for the Promise of the 

Father, "which," He said, "you 

have heard from Me; 
5 for John truly baptized with 

water, but you shall be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now."



Heard the apostles speaking in their own 
language the wonderful works of God – (vs. 5-
11)
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The crucifixion was according to God’s 
foreknowledge – verse 23

The events they were witnessing and that 
they were now involved in were the 
fulfillment of prophecy – indicating the 
beginning of the kingdom of God when all 
men could call upon the name of the Lord and 
be saved - (14-21; Joel 2:28-32)

Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah (Anointed 
One, Savior), and Lord (King) . . . 
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The prophecy of Joel 2 marks the beginning of 
the Christian dispensation.

Referred to as the “last days” – not as to the 
end of time – but to the finality of God’s laws 
in dealing with mankind…. Jude 3.

Hebrews 1:1 – God had delivered His laws in 
various ways to different peoples.

Patriarchal period – spoken to the fathers

Mosaical period – written for the Jews

Christian period – written for all men.
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 "Hades" in English is not translation, but 
transliteration. 

 The phrase in the Apostles' Creed, "descended into 
hell" is from this passage in Acts (Hades, not 
Gehenna). 

 The English word "hell" is Anglo-Saxon from -

elan, to hide, and was used in the Authorized 
Version to translate both Hades as here and 
Gehenna as in Matthew 5:22.

Definition of Hades or Pluto, the god of the lower 
regions 2. Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the 
dead  3. later use of this word: the grave, death, hell
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In the various translations – especially in the 
KJV – the translators noted words of 
clarification for the English language, and the 
reader in Italics.

The undeniable value of such words, does not 
distract from the Inspired writers original 
intent.

Here the Italics {not inspired words} help the 
reader to understand to whom the 3000 were 
added.
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Daily they were here and daily breaking bread 
at home ( - kat oikon) which looks like 

the regular meal. 

They did take their food ( -

metelambanon troph). 

Imperfect tense again and clearly referring 
to the regular meals at home.

This is distinctly different from the doctrine of 
“breaking bread” – mentioned by Luke here in 
verse 42.
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Many had journeyed to Jerusalem as Jews for 
the Pentecost celebration.

The circumstances of Acts 2 would not have 
been on there agenda and they would have 
returned to their homes following the feast.

But, because of Acts 2 many remained in 
Jerusalem and as such the needs escalated.

The church one must remember was still in 
the infancy state – so the need for greater 
teaching existed.
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The FACT that the WORD of GOD was for the first 
time being PREACHED concerning the Kingdom, 
now established – could have no other effect.

Psalm 19:7 (NKJV) - 7 The law of the LORD is 
perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

The beginning of the great commission – (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 24:46-49)

The very first to hear the gospel and become 
Christians – (Isa 2:3; Mic 4:2; Acts 11:15) & The 
beginning of the church – (Acts 2:47; Matt. 16:18)
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To Confirm The Beginning of A New 
Dispensation – Acts 2; Acts 11:15

To confirm the speakers of the Words of 
Truth.

To confirm the message.

Guide the Apostles into all truth.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a Confirmation 
– as in the Gentiles case – that they Were To Be 
Received Into Fellowship – Act 10:44-11:18; 
15:7-9
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