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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 9
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 9:6 (NKJV) {Key Verse} 

6 So he, trembling and astonished, 

said, “Lord, what do You want me 

to do?” Then the Lord said to him, 

“Arise and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you must do.”



Saul of Tarsus was persecuting “Christians” – but
this was not the designation until – Acts 11:26

From The Great Commission – Jesus said – “Go, 
Preach {What}, Make …. DISCIPLES” – {How} 
– then WHAT?” – Matthew 28:19-20

Those taught in Jerusalem and Judea , Samaria 
and on the roads to Gaza and Damascus – were 
simply disciples of Christ. --- Disciple here is 
one disciplined by the teachings.

Since Jesus in John 14:6 – said He was the 
“Way” – it seems logical that outsiders called 
these disciples – “in the way”.
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Of the three recorded accounts – only 2 are 
personal accounts: 

Acts 9:1-30 – The actual account of Saul’s 
Conversion – Thru Inspiration by Luke.

 Acts 22:1-21 – Paul’s defense when arrested –
tells of his conversion.

 Acts 26:1-23 – Paul Before King Agrippa – tells 
about his conversion once again.

In each case a few more details are given –
Language spoken, commission given, and time of
day…..ect.
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Yes – in the 3 missionary Journey’s Paul
accomplished all that the Lord commissioned him
to do.

Before King {Herod} Agrippa II

Before Caesar of Rome

To the Gentiles in all the foreign cities he 
traveled too and stayed.

To the Jews – when we went into the
synagogues.

His suffering – by the persecution against him.
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As in each case, so far in Acts, with regards to 
conversion - A preacher is sent:

Ananias told Saul what he MUST do – Acts 9:10-
19

Not to pray or ask Jesus into his heart . . . (Acts 
9:11; 22:16)

Believed in Christ (John 8:24)

Repented (Acts 17:30-31)

He was told to be baptized, calling on the name of 
the Lord (Acts 22:16).
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Saul WAS DEVOUT & SINCERE & RELIGIOUS:

 Acts 22:3 – zealous towards God

 Acts 23:1 - I have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this day

 Acts 24:16 - I myself always strive to have a 
conscience without offense toward God and men. 

 Acts 26:9 - Indeed, I myself thought I must do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

BUT – still lost because of his resistance – hurting
himself.

Like so many today – resisting the truth.
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The SCRIPTURES are silent on this thus any
answer given would be mere speculation and
assumption.

The Lord commissioned him – Acts 9:10

Go to the house on the street called
“Straight”

He has seen in a vision a man putting his 
hand on him.

Result – that he may receive his sight.

But notice vrs 17 – the miracle was by the Lord.

Ananias was just the instrument.
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Why is this APPEARANCE NECESSARY?

It Qualified Paul to be an apostle (Acts 1:22; 1 
Cor. 9:1)

 1 Corinthians 15:8 – this chapter is Paul’s defense of 
the truth of the resurrection.

 This is at the very heart of the Gospel of Christ –
cf vrs 3-4

How could he preach this certainty without the 
occurrence of Acts 9?

To be an Apostle he had to see the risen 
Christ.
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Most likely those of them from “Cilicia”
Saul was from Tarsus – 9:11
This is a city in Cilicia – cf Acts 22:3

This is where he was born but raised in Jerusalem
at the feet of Gamaliel.
Much like today we would find common ground

with those from our home country – let alone
from the same region or city that was our birth
place.

Tho’ a Roman citizen he was still a Jew and proud 
of it.
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Yes.

This is definitely not only for women.

Dorcus provides for us the example that we
must be busy in the Kingdom of God with
whatever talents and tools we have.

Here, she was one who  was full of “good works”

And Almsdeeds – which she did.

She did not use the excuse – I’m a women so I
can’t preach – nothing for me to do in the
Kingdom.
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By way of speculation – vrs 30

Saul was in physical danger.

His preaching the Lord Jesus had angered some
to the point they wanted to kill him.

The very men that accompanied him on his 
journey from Jerusalem to Damascus, are not 
done with their mission – and now that Saul 
was a Christian they too would have wanted to 
kill him.

The result of their actions brought rest to the
churches in these areas – vrs 31
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