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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 9
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Acts 9:6 (NKJV)  {Key Verse} 

6 So he, trembling and astonished, 

said, “Lord, what do You want me to 

do?” Then the Lord said to him, 

“Arise and go into the city, and you 

will be told what you must do.”



The One constant in each of the cases of 
conversion we have looked at thus far in 
the book of Acts are these three facts:

A Change of Heart. The heart or mind 
can only be changed by faith. Faith 
comes by hearing the word of God 
(Rom. 10:17). 

A Change of Life. A change of heart will 
lead to a change of life. 
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A Change of Relationship. In this world 
there are two classes of accountable 
people - the wicked and the righteous - the 
children of the Devil and the children of 
God. 

 Faith changes the heart, repentance changes 
the life, and baptism changes the relationship 
to God. 

In all the accounts thus far – these truths 
are clearly evident in the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus.
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The CONVERSION OF SAUL (1-31)

 THE APPEARANCE ON THE ROAD (1-9)

What put him on that road?

What occurred on that road?

THE ARRIVAL OF ANANIAS (9-19)

THE MINISTRY IN DAMASCUS (20-25)

THE VISIT TO JERUSALEM (26-31)

MIRACLES OF PETER (32-43)

THE HEALING OF AENEAS (32-35)

THE RAISING OF DORCAS (36-43)



Note these Facts:

Saul before his conversion was – sincere, 
zealous and a persecutor

 The “HOW” of his conversion – Jesus 
appeared to him and sent him to Damascus 
where he was told what to do -

 Saul after his conversion – Preached the 
gospel – suffered much for the cause of Christ.

These are the simple truth’s that are
established by all the accounts of Saul of
Tartus’ conversion.
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In these three accounts we learn a little more 
detail, each time, of the events that transpired:

Acts 9:1-30 – The actual account of Saul’s 
Conversion

 Acts 22:1-21 – Paul’s defense when arrested –
tells of his conversion.

 Acts 26:1-23 – Paul Before King Agrippa – tells 
about his conversion once again.

Three times the account is recorded by Luke –
two times the account is in the words and 
mouth of Paul himself. – expression – “ From 
the Horses mouth here applies.”
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BEFORE SAUL’S CONVERSION – we learn that:

He was an Enemy - Persecutor

Acts 7:58 - An accomplice

Acts 8:1-3 - Havoc of church / prison

Acts 9:1-2 - Threats & murder

Acts 22:4-5 – Consented to their Death

Acts 26:9-11 - “Enraged against them”

BUT AT THE SAME TIME HE WAS VERY
RELIGIOUS - A Pharisee - Acts 23:6 cf. 
Philippians 3:4-6 ; Galatians 1:13-14 
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HE WAS DEVOUT & SINCERE:

Acts 22:3 – zealous towards God

Acts 23:1 - I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day

Acts 24:16 - I myself always strive to have 
a conscience without offense toward God 
and men. 

Acts 26:9 - Indeed, I myself thought I must 
do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

And YET – In ALL this he was still LOST!
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The FACTS of the Actual Conversion of SAUL:

Jesus Appeared To Him on the Road To 
Damascus – this did not save him.

In A Bright Light (9:3; 22:6; 26:13)

 The Voice (9:4-6; 22:7-10; 26:14-18)

“Why persecute me?” ; “I am Jesus” ; 
“Go into city told what to do”

In each account this fact is established 
“Appeared to you -send to Gentiles” (22:21; 
26:17-20)

 Saul of Tarsus was Blinded (9:7-9; 22:11)
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Why is this APPEARANCE NECESSARY?

It Qualified Paul to be an apostle (Acts 1:22; 1 
Cor. 9:1)

And His commission was to be sent to Gentiles 
(Acts 9:15-16; 22:21; 26:16-18)

THE APPEARANCE WAS NOT FOR HIS SALVATION 
…. Saul IS Not Saved On The Road

If So then he was - Saved before being told 
what he must do? – (Acts 9:6; 22:10)

Saved but still miserable??? - (Acts 9:9,11)

Remember the Acts 8:39 – “rejoicing”
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Saved without calling on the name of the Lord? -
(Acts 22:16)

BUT – as in each case so far - A preacher is sent:

Ananias told Saul what he MUST do – Acts 9:10-
19

Not to pray or ask Jesus into his heart . . . 
(Acts 9:11; 22:16)

Believed in Christ (John 8:24)

Repented (Acts 17:30-31)

He was told to be baptized, calling on the name 
of the Lord (Acts 22:16) – why bury a living 
person?
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NOW – after Saul’s CONVERSION:

He is A Sincere, Devoted, Loyal Disciple

Forgiven (Acts 22:16)

Taught (Acts 9:20-22; 26:20-23)

Identified (9:26-28)

Joins himself in local church fellowship with 
fellow saints in Damascus.

The Jerusalem church is careful to receive 
him.

BUT even as such he is active in the local 
church.
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This devotion and loyalty and activity is recorded
in:

 Acts 26:19-21 (NKJV) - 20 but declared first to those in 
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting 
repentance. 21 For these reasons the Jews seized me in 
the temple and tried to kill me. 

 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 (NKJV) - 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 
was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
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This devotion and loyalty and activity is recorded 
in: 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (NKJV) - 23 Are they ministers of 

Christ?--I speak as a fool--I am more: in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I 
received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten 
with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; 
a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my 
own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among 
false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness-- 28 besides the other things, what comes upon 
me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 
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This devotion and loyalty and activity is recorded 
in: 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NKJV) - 6 For I am already 
being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, . . .

Truly the very definition of conversion can be seen 
in the life of Paul – this account should be a mirror 
of our own conversion.
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THE STARK REALITY of COMPARISON:
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WHAT IS THE APPLICATION FOR US TODAY:

Salvation NOT inherited

Not saved because taught by popular teachers

Not saved just because we are religious and 
sincere

Sincere people can harm Christ and His church

Not saved by faith only

BUT - A penitent person who believes the truth 
has their sins washed away when they are 
baptized – AND….
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WHAT IS THE APPLICATION FOR US TODAY:

Converted people are devoted to the cause of 
Christ

Those faithful to Christ may indeed suffer many 
things in this life – but if faithful – the Lord will 
reward us!

As Christians TODAY – there is much to learn from
the CONVERSION of Saul of Tarsus.

BUT, what good is knowledge without 
UNDERSTANDING and the WISDOM to apply 
that which we have learned.
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