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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 8b



An Understanding of Measures of the Spirit:

Arthur Atkinson wrote a statement that I like: 
“Actually, all that I know about the Holy Spirit 
is what the word of God teaches me. I have 
not been led to any truth about Him that is 
not in the word of God and I don't believe that 
I ever will be nor do I believe that anyone 
else will ever be.” (Admonisher, 3-5-67)

The question is NOT does the H.S. Dwell in us 
today or do we have the gift of the Spirit – BUT, 
rather HOW does He, and what is the gift?
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EPHESIANS 4:7 (NKJV)

7 But to each one of us grace was given 

according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

***NB *** THE MEASURE OF THE SPIRIT – not a

Biblical Term but a Biblical Concept:

Here Christ’s gift is given according to 

Measure – note the context vrs. 11-16



An Understanding of Measures of the Spirit:
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MEASURES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

BAPTISMAL SECONDARY INDWELLING

TO - APOSTLES – Acts 2  (Jews) 

CORNELIUS - Acts 10 (Gentiles) 

TO - SOME DISCIPLES Acts 8:12-18; 19:6 TO - ALL CHRISTIANS

Acts 2:38 ; Acts 5:32 ; Gal. 4:6 

CHRIST - Administrator

John 1:3 ; Matthew 3:11 

BY APOSTLES HANDS

Rom. 1:11 ; Acts 8:18 ; Acts 19:6 

WHEN BAPTIZED

Acts 5:32 

NOT TO SAVE

Acts 2:1-4, 11:13-14; Mk. 16:16, I Pet. 

3:21

NOT TO SAVE

Acts 8:12-18 ; Acts 19:5-6; ; Rom. 8:9 ; 1:11

DWELLS IN THE CHURCH

I Cor. 3:16 ; Eph. 2:20-22 

TO REVEAL TRUTH

John 16:13, John 14:26, I Cor. 2:13

HELP TILL N.T. WRITTEN

Eph. 4:11-13

GIVES NO MIRACLES

Rom. 8:9 ; Rom. 1:11 ; John 10:41 

TO CONFIRM TRUTH

Acts 1:8 Acts 2:43; Mk. 16:20; Heb. 2:3-

4 ; II Cor. 12:12

PURPOSE OF GIFTS

I Cor. 12:1-10 - No Longer Needed Now

NOT SPIRIT BAPTIZED

Romans 8:9 ; Eph. 4:5

CEASED --- A.D. 64 - Eph. 4:5 CEASED --- A.D. 96 - I Cor. 13:8-13 CONTINUES - Acts 2:38; 5:32



 “He Shall Baptize You With The Holy Spirit”
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Jesus’ specific PROMISE…
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Jesus’ specific PROMISE…
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The Fulfillment of Jesus’ PROMISE…
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The BIBLE Says – “IT SHALL COME TO PASS”
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The BIBLE Says – “IT SHALL COME TO PASS”
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Miraculous gifts through the laying on of the 
apostles hands….

To a few Jews, (Acts 6:6) 

The converted Samaritans, (Acts 8:14-17)

To 12 in Ephesus – (Acts 19:6)

Phillip’s daughters – (Act 21:9)

Many in Corinth – (1 Cor. 12,14)

Timothy – (2 Tim. 1:6)
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An Understanding of “THE GIFT” of the Holy 
Spirit – Acts 2:38

Context Determines Gift - Contextually, the 
phrase refers to the blessings of the New 
Covenant provided by the Holy Spirit. 

In Acts 2:38 those who were "pricked in 
their heart" (2:37) and were willing to 
"repent and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” 2:38
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Were promised "the gift of the Holy Spirit," 
i.e. the blessings of the New Covenant. 

The promise was to all who "the Lord our 
God shall call" and who "gladly received 
His word and were baptized" (2:39, 41).

"The promise" referred to in 2:39 is the 
fulfillment of Joel 2:21: "And it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved."
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The promise" referred to in Acts 2:39 is also 
mentioned by Paul in Galatians 3:14: "That 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith." 

Note that the blessings of the New 
Covenant are expressed as "the promise of 
the Spirit through faith."
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It is my conviction that this is the same 
promise and gift of the Spirit in Acts 2:38-39.

Therefore, the phrase refers to that which 
the Spirit gives or provides, the context 
determines the nature of the gift.

This principle of exegesis can be seen in 
other passages. 

For instance in John 4:10 Jesus speaks to 
the Samaritan woman of "the gift of God”
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No one thinks that God was personally the 
gift, but we understand contextually "the gift 
of God" refers to "the living water," the Lord 
would provide i.e. salvation. 

We also see this point in the phrase "the gift of 
Christ" (Ephesians 4:7). 

No one argues that the passage is teaching 
that Jesus Christ is personally given, but we 
understand that the phrase "the gift of 
Christ" refers to the "grace" which Christ 
gives "to "every one of us." 
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The Gift of the Holy Spirit - Acts 10:45

 Again, the phrase refers to that which the 
Spirit provides--the context determines the 
nature of the gift. 

In the case of Cornelius we have a special, 
unique and non-repeatable circumstance, i.e. 
the first Gentile convert. 

The purpose of the gift was to prove to 
the Jews that the Gentiles could be accepted 
by God (10:35, 45-47; 11:1-4, 15-18). 
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"The gift of the Holy Spirit" of Acts 10:45 
refers to the direct and miraculous endowment 
of the ability to speak in tongues on the part of 
those who desired to repent (10:46). 

This did not happen everytime one was 
converted because it surprised Peter and 
those with him.

Not only that, but Peter had to think back 
nearly 10 years to remember an occasion 
like this one in his experience, i.e. Pentecost 
(Acts 11:15-17). 
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This does not negate the necessity of water 
baptism (10:47-48; 11:17) 

They still had to hear (11:14); 

believe (10:43); and be baptized (10:48). 

THE GIFT of the Holy SPIRIT - Acts 2:38 

The promise to which the signs pointed –
(21)

Received AFTER they repented & were 
baptized in the name of Jesus – cf. Gal. 3:14; 
19,26-29 
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This “GIFT”  - Acts 10:44; 11:17

A specific gift - “Speaking in tongues” 
received in the same manner as apostles at 
the beginning.

A unique & non-repeatable event

Proving that God would accept the Gentiles . 
. .

DID THE HOLY SPIRIT ACCOMPLISH HIS 
PURPOSE?

DOES HE ACCOMPLISH THIS TODAY?
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“Whosoever shall call . . . Shall be saved” (Acts 
2:21).

“Repent and be baptized everyone of you . . . 
for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38).

“Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation” (Acts 2:40).

“In every nation he that feareth . . . is 
accepted” (Acts 10:35).

“Whosoever believeth in him shall have 
remission of sins (Acts 10:43).
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