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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 8
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Acts 8:25 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

25 So when they had testified and 

preached the word of the Lord, 

they returned to Jerusalem, 

preaching the gospel in many 

villages of the Samaritans.  
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Psalm 19:7 (NKJV)

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

converting the soul; The 

testimony of the LORD is sure, 

making wise the simple;  



Verses 1-3 – Great persecution arose 
against the church – the involvement of 
Saul – (Acts 9:1,2,21; 22:3,4; 26:9-11; 1 
Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim 1:13)

Verses 1,4 – Disciples driven from 
Jerusalem and went everywhere 
preaching the Word – (Acts 11:19-21; 
1:8)

Verses 5 – Phillip preaches Jesus – (8:35)
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Verses 6-13 – Samaritans converted

Verses 14-17 – Apostles send Peter 
and John to the Samaritans that 
they may receive miraculous 
spiritual gifts – (Mark 16:17-20)

Verse 18-25 – One of the 
Samaritans, (Simon), falls and is 
restored – (Gal. 5:4; James 5:19,20)
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 The Assyrian Captivity – 2 
Kings 17

 Their religion, though 
basically Jewish, was mixed 
with idolatry - 2 Kings 
17:32-34,41

 Jews and Samaritans had no 
dealings with each other -
John 4:3-9; Luke 10: 30-37 

 Though not regarded as 
totally heathenistic, they 
were despised by the Jews. 
– John 8:48
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 The great commission –
Matt. 28:18-21; Mark 
16:15,16; Luke 24:47; Acts 
1:8 

 Acts chapters 2 – 7 tells of 
the preaching in Jerusalem 
and Judea.

 Acts 4-8:4 we see that 
persecution arose against 
Christians 

 Acts 8:4-25 tells of the 
Evangelist Philip preaching 
in Samaria.
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The Church Scattered:

Acts 8:1-3 (NKJV) - 1 Now Saul was 
consenting to his death. At that time a great 
persecution arose against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles. 

We can be guilty of participation by consent – 1, 
cf. 7:58; 22:20; Rom 1:32; Eph 5:7,11

God’s enemies can’t overcome His plans –
Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8; 2:23; 
Rom 8:18-39
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The Church Scattered:

 There is actual honor in death for the godly –
vrs 2; cf. Eccl. 8:10-13; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev 
14:13

What if we faced the kind of persecution 
the early church faced? – vrs 3; 2 Tim 3:12; 
1 Peter 4:12-16; James 1:1-12

The Persecuted Become Evangelistic – Vrs 4

If we are truly converted to the cause of 
Christ – wouldn’t we naturally want to tell 
others? – 4; cf. Acts 4:12,19,20; 1 Thess. 1:8
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All need the gospel – which is the only hope 
for the lost – Rom 3:23; 1:16,17 

THE PREACHING OF CHRIST – vrs 5-13

The Word of God - (8:4,5,14,25,35)

Jesus as the Christ - death, burial and 
resurrection - (8:5,32-35; 1 Cor. 1:23; 15:1-
34)

 The Kingdom of God (8:12)

 The Name of Jesus - (8:12)

 Baptism (8:12,36; Mk 16:16)
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Acts 8:6,12,13 (NKJV) 

Vrs 6 - heeded

Vrs 6 - hearing and seeing

Vrs 12 - Believed as he preached

Vrs 12 - baptized

Vrs 13 - Simon believed and when he was 
baptized

NOTHING ELSE WAS PREACHED - Acts 8:5 
(NKJV) - 5 Then Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and preached Christ to them. 
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Miracles a Confirmation - Acts 8:6-21; Mark 
16:19,20; Acts 14:3; Hebrews 2:4

Acts 8:6 (NKJV) …., hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did. 

The need for miraculous confirmation in 
each stage of advancement of the gospel -
Acts 2; Acts 8:6-21; Acts 10

The contrast between the miracles of God 
and the deceptions of men – vrs 9-13

“Baptism in the name of Jesus” NOT Holy 
Spirit baptism – vrs 14-19
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Miracles Confirmed the Word – Once Confirmed 
always Confirmed.

The means of passing them on is not available –
Acts 6:6; 8:14-18; 19:6; Rom 1:11; 2 Tim 1:6

THE “LAYING ON OF THE APOSTLES HANDS”

Acts 8:18 (NKJV) - 18 …. saw that through the 
laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit 
was given….

Genuine miracles could not be denied – even by 
the critics – Acts 4:16; 8:13,18,19

They served their appointed purpose – 1 Cor. 
13:8-13; 2 Tim 3:16,17
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Acts 8:20 (NKJV) - 20 But Peter said to him, 
"Your money perish with you, because you 
thought that the gift of God could be purchased 
with money! 

He was in danger of perishing– 20; 1 Tim 6:9;  
2 Pet. 2:14-17

His heart was not right with God - 21; Ps 78:37 

Poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity –
Heb 12:15; John 8:34; Rom. 6:1-23

Needed to repent and pray – 22,24; 1 John 
1:9,10
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They believed the Word of God and heeded it -
(8:4,14,25)

They believed that Jesus is the Christ - (8:5; John 
8:24)

They were obedient to Jesus in being baptized –
(Mk 16:16)

 They became citizens in the Kingdom of God (Col. 
1:13)

The one who stumbled repented and prayed –
(8:24

To believe and do what the Samaritans did will 
make us the same thing it made them.
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This Conversion defies the doctrines of men
today:

What Can I Do To Become A Christian?

(Men say You can’t do anything) The Holy 
Spirit has to regenerate you –

Just trust that Jesus died for your sins –

 Pray the sinners prayer –

 Confess you’re a sinner 

Ask Jesus to come into your heart

IS ANYTHING LIKE THIS EVER FOUND IN N.T.
Scripture?
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Verses 26-29 – Phillip instructed by an angel 
and the Holy Spirit -

Verses 30-35 – Phillip preaches Christ to the 
Ethiopian from the OT scripture – (Is. 53)

Verses 36-39 – The Ethiopian responds to 
the preaching of Phillip by believing and 
obeying the gospel.

 Direct Involvement of the Angel - Verse 26 
– “an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, arise 
and go .. .” 

Verse 29 – “Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
‘Go near and overtake . . .”
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No direct operation upon the one being 
converted – vrs 30,31,34-37

The Spirit worked through the message 
preached – vrs 35; 1 Cor. 1:18

The Characters Involved in this Conversion:

Philip – Acts 6:5; 8:5-13

Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8:26-40

The Holy Spirit – John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-14;  
1 Cor. 2:10-13; Ep. 3:3-5

Angel – Acts 10:3;   Heb 1:4,6
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The Ethiopian Eunuch was:

An honorable man – vs. 27

A religious man – vs. 27

A truth seeker – vs. 28

A humble man – vs. 30,31,34

A “ready” man – vs. 36

A convicted man – vs. 37

An obedient man – vs. 38

A joyful man – vs. 39
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No direct operation of H.S.–

Angel did NOT preach –

Not told to tell experience 

Not told to pray –

Not voted on –

Not told to confess being a 
sinner -

Not told to join a denomination –

Not sprinkled -
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 Errors Refuted by this Conversion

Direct operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon the heart of the sinner? – (30-
37; John 16:13; Acts 2;3;8:12,13; 1 
Cor. 1:18-23)

Holy Spirit must directly enlighten 
one in order for them to understand 
the scriptures? – (31,35;               
Psa. 119:97-104; Acts 17:11,12; Eph. 
5:17; 3:3-5)
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 Errors Refuted by this Conversion

Baptism not being a part of the 
gospel? – (35; Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 
16:16; Acts 8:12,13; 1 Cor. 15:29)

Sprinkling for baptism? – (38,39; 
Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 2:12)

Baptism is to enter a local church, 
[voting]? – (Acts 2:41,47; Rom. 6:3; 
Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Cor. 12:13)
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 What does take place in this
conversion is a great example to us:

The gospel of Christ was preached –

The Ethiopian believed the gospel –

He changed religions –

He confessed Christ –

He was baptized –

He went on his way rejoicing -
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The Ethiopian became a Christian! Acts 
11:26 

He was Forgiven of his sins – Acts 2:38; 
22:16; Col. 2:11-13

He was Saved and added by God to the 
church – Acts 2:47; Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 
3:21

In Christ – Rom 6:3-7;  Acts 2:47; 1 Cor. 
12:13

A child of God by faith – Gal 3:26,27
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Hear The Gospel – Mark 16:15; Rom. 10:14-17 

Believe – John 8:24; Heb. 11:6

Repent – Luke 17:3,5; Acts 17:30

Confess – Matthew 10:32; Rom. 10:9,10

Be baptized – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 
Col. 2:11-13; 1 Peter 3:21

Be faithful – 1 Cor. 15:58; Heb 3:12-14; 2 Pet 
2:20-22

As a Christian when we further sin -
Repent, confess, & pray – Acts 8:18-24; 1 
John 1:7-9
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