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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 7
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Acts 7:55 (NKJV) {Key Verse}

55 But he, being full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of 

God,



It is not for the lack of godly characteristics:

Acts 6:1-8 - Good reputation, (vrs 3)

Full of the Holy Spirit 

Full of Wisdom 

Full of Faith & Wisdom (vrs 5)

Full of faith & Power (vrs 8)

But Rather for these Seven reasons:

Stephen Went Out Among The People –
Acts 6:8

Stephen Exposed Error – Acts 6:9.10
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But Rather for these Seven reasons:

Men Were Dishonorable – Acts 6:11-15

Enemies Stirred Up The People – Acts 6:12

The Truth Made People Angry – Acts 7:51-
54

People Didn’t Want To Hear The Truth –
Acts 7:57

People Stood By & Watched – Acts 7:58-8:1

LET US NOTE THE IMPORTANCE OF EACH OF 
THESE TRUTH’S – ONE BY ONE! 
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“Stephen . . . did great wonders and signs 
among the people” (vrs 8)

God bore witness to the truthfulness of his 
message – (Mark 16:20; Heb 2:1-4)

Stephen engaged those in opposition – (Acts 
6:9; 9:29; 15:2)

There is NO danger of persecution by 
keeping the truth to ourselves – but neither 
will we teach anyone the gospel! (Matthew 
13:3; Acts 8:4; 1 Thess. 1:8) 
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 The lessons we Need To Learn:

 Error is dangerous – (Eph 4:14; Matt 15:14; 
James 5:20; 2 Pet 3:17)

 Error is to be hated – (Psa 119:104; Rom 12:9)

 Error needs to be defeated – (Gal 2:5; Eph 4:15)

We need to seek out truth!! – (Prov 23:23; Acts 
17:11; Jn 8:32)

 Truth, when used correctly,  is ALWAYS 
stronger than error – (Acts 6:10; 7:54)

 It is NOT enough to JUST HAVE the truth – we 
must USE the truth – (Eph 4:15; 6:17; Rom 1:16)
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 The Truth, when wisely & boldly taught, cannot be 
met by false teachers – therefore, if dishonorable, 
they resort to dishonorable tactics –

 They secretly induced men to misrepresent Stephen 
– “He speaks against Moses & God” (vrs 11)

 They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; 
- “He is a blasphemer” (vrs 12; cf. 21:27)

 Seized him, and brought him to the council. – (vrs 12)

 Also set up false witnesses – “ he speaks 
blasphemous words against this holy place and the 
law” (vrs 13) 
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Uninformed people give false teachers leverage 
to accomplish MUCH harm!

An informed people will not be a deceived 
people! (2 Pet 3:17,18)

Stephen preached a great sermon – How much 
of the sermon could they disagree with? – (Acts 
7:2-50)

It was the application that made them angry! 
He told them what the NEEDED to hear! (Acts 
7:51-53; 20:27) 
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How can you preach the truth and not make 
some people angry? . . . (Gal 4:16)

A message so generic that no ones heart is 
either “cut,” “pricked” or “edified” is a 
wasted message – (Acts 2:37; 7:54; 20:32; 
2 Tim 4:2-5)

 THIS IS OFTEN THE REACTION - Acts 7:57 -
(NKJV) - 57 Then they cried out with a loud 
voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with 
one accord;
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Some will get upset and leave – John 6:41-68

Some will try to hinder the truth by speaking 
against it – Acts 13:6-12

Some will be made so angry that they take 
action to quiet the speaker of truth – (Acts 
5:33; 7:58.59; etc.)

The people of old killed the prophets.

Crucified the Messiah.

They stoned Stephen, beheaded James the 
brother of Jesus, imprisoned and killed the 
followers of Christ.
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How can you preach the truth and not make some 
people angry? . . . (Gal 4:16)

 A message so generic that no ones heart is either 
“cut,” “pricked” or “edified” is a wasted message 
– (Acts 2:37; 7:54; 20:32; 2 Tim 4:2-5)

NOW HERE IS THE REAL SHAME OF THIS ACCOUNT:

 Acts 7:58; 8:1 (NKJV) - 58 and they cast him out 
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. . . . 1 Now Saul was consenting to 
his death. At that time a great persecution arose 
against the church . . .
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Will we sit on the sidelines while those who preach, 
teach and defend the truth suffer ridicule for 
standing for the truth? 

 “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing.” (English 
philosopher Edmund Burke)

 The account of Stephen and the lessons learned 
from them is of no avail – if we do not have the 
courage to be a “STEPHEN” today.

 These same seven items are ever present to
those who stand for truth.
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GOD'S DEALINGS WITH ABRAHAM (1-8)

 The call to leave Mesopotamia

 The sojourn in Canaan

 The promise of possession to his descendants

 The covenant of circumcision

His descendants:  Isaac, Jacob, the twelve 
patriarchs

 THE PATRIARCHS SOJOURN IN EGYPT (9-16)

 Joseph sold into Egypt, becomes governor

 Jacob and his sons move to Egypt during the 
famine

 The patriarchs buried in Canaan
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GOD'S DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL BY MOSES (17-36)

 The children Israel in Egypt become slaves

 The work of Moses, deliverer of Israel

Raised by Pharaoh's daughter

 Kills an Egyptian, but despised by his brethren

 Flees to Midian where he lives for forty years

 The Lord appears to Moses in a burning bush at 
Mount Sinai

Returns to Egypt, delivers Israel and brings them 
into the wilderness
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 ISRAEL'S REBELLION AGAINST GOD AND MOSES 
(37-43)

Moses is the person:

Who said God would raise up another prophet 
like him

Who spoke to the Angel on Mount Sinai

Who received living oracles to give to Israel

Whom the fathers would not obey but rejected

 Israel is the nation:

Who turned back into Egypt in their hearts

Who pressured Aaron to make a golden calf

15



Whom God gave up to worship the host of 
heaven for forty years in the wilderness

 They may have offered sacrifices to the Lord

 They also worshiped Moloch and Remphan - cf. 
Amos 5:25-27

GOD'S TRUE TABERNACLE (44-50)

 The fathers of Israel had the tabernacle of 
witness

 In the wilderness, built according to the 
pattern shown Moses

 Brought into the promised land by Joshua
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 They Also Had The Temple 

 Asked for by David, who found favor before 
God 

 Built by his son Solomon

 Yet the Most High does not dwell in temples 
made with hands

 For heaven is His throne and earth is His 
footstool

His hand has made all these things - cf. Isa 
66:1-2

*** NB*** THIS IS ONE OF THE FALSE CHARGES
BROUGHT AGAINST STEPHEN AND JESUS.
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 ISRAEL'S RESISTANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (51-53)

 Stephen charges the council of resisting the Holy 
Spirit, just as their fathers did

 Their fathers persecuted and killed the prophets, 
so they have killed the Just One

 They received the law, but did not keep it

 *** THE REACTION OF THE COUNCIL (54-58a)

 Cut to the heart, they gnashed at Stephen with 
their teeth

 Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven

 He saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God
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He tells the council what he saw

 In response, the council:

 Cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
ears

Ran at him with one accord, and cast him out 
of the city

 THE STONING OF STEPHEN (58b-60)

 The witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of 
Saul

 They stoned Stephen as he was calling on God
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 "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit"

 "Lord, do not charge them with this sin"

Having said this, he fell asleep (i.e., died)

 STEPHEN’S DEFENSE IS OVER – but so is his life.

Was it worth it?

What was accomplished by it?

Should not he have laid low and waited for
another day and another opportunity to pick
up the fight?

What are some of the truths and lessons we 
need today – to learn from this account?
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