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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 26
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Acts 26:27-28 (NKJV) Key Verse

27 King Agrippa, do you believe the 

prophets? I know that you do 

believe.” 

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You 

almost persuade me to become a 

Christian.”



Paul went before King Agrippa and made his defense. 

 "King Agrippa" is Herod Agrippa II, the great-grandson of 
Herod the Great. 

King Agrippa I - died in 44 AD.

 Is "Herod" (Acts 12:18) the Edomite king who tried to kill 
Jesus after His birth? - No, this is King Herod Agrippa I 
("Agrippa"). 

The King Herod who killed all boys two years and under in 
Bethlehem of Judea after the Birth of Jesus was called 
"Herod the Great" for the great buildings he built, 
including the second temple of Jerusalem. 

After he died, his territory was split into three, each to be 
governed by his sons, Archelaus, Antipas and Philip. 
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Paul went before King Agrippa and made his defense. 

Agrippa is the grandson of Herod the Great and the son of 
Aristobulus IV, who was killed by his own father (Herod 
the Great). 

Agrippa grew up in Rome and endeared himself to 
successive Roman emperors. 

Emperor Caligula made Agrippa king over the territory of 
his uncle Philip in 37 AD, then gave him the territory of his 
uncle Antipas in 39 AD. 

Emperor Claudius gave him Judaea and Samaria in 41 AD, 
at which point Agrippa became the ruler, albeit still under 
the thumb of Rome, of more or less the territory of his 
grandfather. 
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 Paul went before King Agrippa and made his defense. 
 "King Agrippa" is Herod Agrippa II, the great-grandson of Herod 

the Great. 
 Agrippa I- died in 44 AD , to be succeeded by his son Agrippa II 

, so the events in chapter 12 of Acts took place between 41 AD 
and 44 AD.

 Agrippa II, then a teenager being educated in Rome, was 
considered too weak to rule over the rebellious Jews, so a 
Roman governor was appointed to rule the territory of his 
father. 

 In 48 AD, the new "King" Agrippa II was given the right to 
oversee the temple in Jerusalem and to appoint its high priest, 
as well as a small kingdom in what is Lebanon today. 

 In 53 AD, Emperor Claudius promoted King Agrippa II to rule 
over a larger region northeast of the Sea of Galilee.
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When Paul went before King Agrippa he had made appeal to Caesar 
– Which ONE?
 Julio–Claudian dynasty - 27 BC – 68 AD

 (Octavian) - Augustus
 Tiberius, Augustus's son-in-law. – 14-37 AD
 Caligula (called little boots), Tiberius's grand-nephew, 

murdered by his bodyguards for many crimes. – 37 – 41 AD
 Claudius, Caligula's uncle. – 41 – 54 AD

 Claudius conquered Britain, making it part of the Roman 
Empire.

Nero, Claudius's grand-nephew. – 54-68 AD
 Accused Christians of burning down Rome. 
 First Roman Emperor to commit suicide.
 It was Nero that Paul appealed to and later lost his life to. 
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What was going on during this time?
 The Jews' anti-Roman feelings were seriously exacerbated during the 

reign of the half-crazed emperor Caligula, who in the year 39 declared 
himself to be a deity and ordered his statue to be set up at every 
temple in the Roman Empire. The Jews, alone in the empire, refused 
the command; they would not defile God's Temple with a statue of 
pagan Rome's newest deity.

 Caligula threatened to destroy the Temple, so a delegation of Jews 
was sent to pacify him. To no avail. Caligula raged at them, "So you 
are the enemies of the gods, the only people who refuse to recognize 
my divinity." Only the emperor's sudden, violent death saved the Jews 
from wholesale massacre.

 Gessius Florus (Govenor from 64 AD), in a rage of scorned hubris, 
plundered the Holy Temple to fund the cult of Caesar and erected 
statues of Emperor Nero and himself with the money he took. This 
obviously enraged the Jewish people and this led to the rebellion.

7



What was going on during this time?
 Josephus – Chapter 14 in the Complete Works writes: “NOW it 

was that Festus succeeded Felix as procurator, and made it his 
business to correct those that made disturbances in the country. 
So he caught the greatest part of the robbers, and destroyed a 
great many of them. 

 But then Albinus, who succeeded Festus, did not execute his 
office as the other had done; nor was there any sort of 
wickedness that could be named but he had a hand in it.

 Accordingly, he did not only, in his political capacity, steal and 
plunder every one's substance, nor did he only burden the whole 
nation with taxes, but he permitted the relations of such as were 
in prison for robbery, and had been laid there, either by the 
senate of every city, or by the former procurators, to redeem 
them for money; 
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What was going on during this time?
 and no body remained in the prisons as a malefactor but he who 

gave him nothing. At this time it was that the enterprises of the 
seditious at Jerusalem were very formidable; the principal men 
among them purchasing leave of Albinus to go on with their 
seditious practices; while that part of the people who delighted 
in disturbances joined themselves to such as had fellowship 
with Albinus; and every one of these wicked wretches were 
encompassed with his own band of robbers, while he himself, 
like an arch-robber, or a tyrant, made a figure among his 
company, and abused his authority over those about him, in 
order to plunder those that lived quietly. The effect of which was 
this, that those who lost their goods were forced to hold their 
peace, when they had reason to show great indignation at what 
they had suffered; 
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What was going on during this time?
 but those who had escaped were forced to flatter him that deserved to 

be punished, out of the fear they were in of suffering equally with the 
others. Upon the Whole, nobody durst speak their minds, but tyranny 
was generally tolerated; and at this time were those seeds sown 
which brought the city to destruction.

 2. And although such was the character of Albinus, yet did Gessius
Florus pg 692 who succeeded him, demonstrate him to have been a 
most excellent person, upon the comparison; for the former did the 
greatest part of his rogueries in private, and with a sort of 
dissimulation; but Gessius did his unjust actions to the harm of the 
nation after a pompons manner; and as though he had been sent as an 
executioner to punish condemned malefactors, he omitted no sort of 
rapine, or of vexation; where the case was really pitiable, he was most 
barbarous, and in things of the greatest turpitude he was most 
impudent.” 
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Paul went before King Agrippa and made his defense.  

In the beginning, Paul reviewed his life as a Jew -
before his conversion.  

King Agrippa gave Paul permission to speak for himself.  
Paul began by acknowledging that Agrippa was an 
"expert" in the Jewish customs and questions 
concerning the Jews.  

Paul told of his former life as a Jew/Pharisee.

Paul had spent his early life in Jerusalem - all the Jews 
knew this.
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He was a member of the strictest sect, the Pharisees.  Paul 
noted that he was being judged for the "hope of the promise 
made by God to our fathers."  

Paul reiterated that this was the core of the accusation - this 
"hope."  

Paul asked Agrippa, "Why should it be thought incredible by 
you that God raises the dead?"  

Paul then stated that he originally thought he should act 
contrary to Jesus.  

He cast Christians into prison, voted for their deaths, 
punished them, compelled them to blaspheme; he even 
persecuted them to foreign cities.  
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Paul then told of the Lord's appearance on the road to 
Damascus.  

While Paul was engaged in persecuting Christians, he 
journeyed toward Damascus.  

At midday, a bright light shone on him and his 
companions.  

They all fell to the ground.  

The Lord spoke to Paul in the Hebrew language.  

The Lord identified Himself as Jesus. 

The very basis of his claim concerning the “hope”. 
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The Lord told Paul of the purpose of His appearing:  to 
make him a minister and witness of the things he had 
seen and of the things that would be revealed to him.  
Paul was sent by the Lord to the Gentiles, to open their 
eyes - that they may receive forgiveness of sins. 

Paul told Agrippa that he had to be obedient to the 
heavenly vision.  

He declared the Gospel in Damascus, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and then to the Gentiles.  

Paul told the Gentiles to "repent, turn to God, and do 
works befitting repentance."
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He said for these things the Jews seized him at the 
temple and tried to kill him.  

He recognized that God had helped him to that very 
time.  

Paul only preached those things which the prophets and 
Moses had said would come to pass:  that Christ would 
suffer; that Christ would be the first to rise from the dead; 
and, that He would proclaim light to the Jews and 
Gentiles.  

Festus then interrupted Paul.  He interjected at Paul’s 
defense with a loud voice.  
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He said, "Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is 
driving you mad!"  

Paul replied, "I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak 
words of truth and reason."  

He pointed out that Agrippa knew of these things.  

Paul further noted that none of these things had been 
"done in a corner."  (1-26)

Paul asked King Agrippa if he believed the prophets.

He had a brief dialogue with Agrippa about his belief.  
He addressed King Agrippa, "do you believe the 
prophets?

16



I know that you do believe."  Agrippa replied, "You 
almost persuade me to become a Christian."  

Paul responded that he would, for not only Agrippa, but 
for all who heard him to become Christians.  

Of course, Paul did not desire for any to be in bonds, as 
he was.  (27-29)

King Agrippa, Festus, and the others then deliberated 
about Paul.  No charges were found against him.  They 
said, "This man is doing nothing deserving of death or 
chains."  Agrippa pointed out that Paul might have been 
set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.  (30-32)
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I. PAUL MADE HIS DEFENSE BEFORE KING AGRIPPA (1-
26)

A. PAUL AS A JEW - BEFORE HIS CONVERSION (1-11)

1. King Agrippa gave Paul permission to speak for 
himself

2. Paul began by acknowledging that Agrippa was 
"expert" in the Jewish customs and questions about 
the Jews

3. Paul told of his former life as a Jew/Pharisee

a. Paul had spent his early life in Jerusalem - all 
Jews knew this.
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b. He was a member of the strictest sect, the 
Pharisees

c. Paul noted that he was being judged for the 
"hope of the promise made by God to our fathers"

d. Paul reiterated that this was the accusation - this 
"hope"

e. Paul asked Agrippa, "Why should it be thought 
incredible by you that God raises the dead?"

f. Paul originally thought he should act contrary to 
Jesus
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g. Paul cast Christians in prison, voted for their 
deaths, punished them, compelled them to 
blaspheme; he even persecuted them to foreign 
cities

B. PAUL TOLD OF THE LORD'S APPEARANCE ON THE 
DAMASCUS ROAD (12-18)

1. While Paul was engaged in persecuting Christians, 
he journeyed on the road to Damascus

a. At midday a bright light shone on him and his 
companions

b. They all fell to the ground
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c. The Lord then spoke to Paul in the Hebrew 
language

d. The Lord identified Himself as Jesus

e. The Lord told Paul of the purpose of appearing:  
to make him a minister and witness of the things 
he had seen and of the things that would be 
revealed to him

f. Paul was sent by the Lord to the Gentiles, to open 
their eyes - that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins
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C. PAUL PROCLAIMED THE LIGHT TO THOSE IN 
DARKNESS (19-23)

1. Paul told Agrippa that he had to be obedient to the 
heavenly vision

a. He declared the Gospel in Damascus, Jerusalem, 
Judea, and then to the Gentiles

b. Paul told the Gentiles to "repent, turn to God, 
and do works befitting repentance"

2. Paul said for these things the Jews seized him at 
the temple and tried to kill him.
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a. Paul recognized that God had helped him to 
that time

3. Paul only preached those things which the 
prophets and Moses had said would come to pass

a. That Christ would suffer

b. That Christ would be the first to rise from the 
dead

c. That Christ would proclaim light to the Jews and 
Gentiles

D. FESTUS INTERRUPTED PAUL (24-26)
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1. Festus interjected at Paul's defense with a loud 
voice

a. He said, "Paul, you are beside yourself!  Much 
learning is driving you mad!"

2. Paul replied to Festus

a. He said, "I am not mad, most noble Festus, but 
speak words of truth and reason."

b. Paul pointed out that Agrippa knew of these 
things

c. Paul further noted that none of these things had 
been "done in a corner"
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II. PAUL ASKED AGRIPPA IF HE BELIEVED THE PROPHETS 
(27-29)

A. PAUL HAD A DIALOGUE WITH KING AGRIPPA ABOUT 
HIS BELIEF (27-29)

1. Paul addressed Agrippa, "do you believe the 
prophets?  I know that you do believe."

2. Agrippa replied, "You almost persuade me to 
become a Christian."

3. Paul responded that he would for not only Agrippa, 
but for all who heard him to become Christians
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a. Of course, Paul did not desire for any to be in 
bonds, as he was

III. KING AGRIPPA, FESTUS, AND OTHERS DELIBERATE 
ABOUT PAUL (30-32)

A. NO CHARGES WERE FOUND AGAINST PAUL (30-32)

1. Agrippa, Festus and the others went aside to 
deliberate

a. They said, "This man is doing nothing deserving 
of death or chains."

2. Agrippa pointed out that Paul might have been set 
free if he had not appealed to Caesar
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