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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 23
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 23:1 (NKJV) 

1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at 

the council, said, “Men and 

brethren, I have lived in all good 

conscience before God until this 

day.”



No – God’s Word is the guide – but For Paul, the 
“conscience” was the moral aspect of one’s awareness and 
thinking. The aim of a Christian life was to live with a pure, 
good or clean conscience before God (1 Timothy 1:5, 19; 
3:9; 2 Timothy 1:3).
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Paul recognized that there were Sadducees and Pharisees 
present in the Sanhedrin.  He made it known that he was a 
Pharisee, and that he was being judged concerning "the 
hope and resurrection of the dead.“



The Lord appeared and spoke to Paul. 

 He was to be the Lord's witness at Rome, as he had 
testified for Him in Jerusalem.

Almost an insight as a reader to things his accusers did 
not know.
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They requested that the chief priests and elders would 
contact the commander, and have Paul appear before the 
council again for further inquiry.  The forty or more Jews 
would lie in wait to kill him along the way. 



No - In this case, the plotters couldn’t get at Paul because 
he was protected by the military and sent away. Thus, they 
were excused from their vow not to eat or drink. 
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The commander had two centurions prepare the men to 
take Paul. They were to take Paul to Caesarea Maritima, at 
the third hour (9pm)of the night. 



A Commander would be over 10 Centurions – who each had 
a command over 80/100 men.

200 Soldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 spearmen were 
readied. Almost half of the commanders charge.
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The commander wrote a letter to Felix to accompany Paul.

The commander, Claudius Lysias, addressed the letter to 
"the most excellent governor Felix."  

The letter summarized the situation with Paul.  



The Distance between Jerusalem and Caesarea Maritima is 
86 KM / 53.5 miles. --- Aprrox Wilmington to Jacksonville.
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Felix only agreed to hear Paul when his accusers arrived. 

Felix had Paul held in Herod’s Praetorium.  (23-35)

Chapter 24 is the arrival of Paul’s accusers and the 
subsequent defense and accusation. 


