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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 22
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 22:21 (NKJV)

“The He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send

you far from here to the Gentiles.’

Vrs 22

And they listened to him UNTIL this word, 

and then they raised their voices and said, 

“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for 

he is not fit to live!”



No – His defense was to the mob that had just beaten him
– cf Acts 21.

The Roman Soldiers would have been just an audience.
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Seven – 1) A Jew 2) Born in Tarsus 3) Brought up in 
Jerusalem 4) At the feet of Gamaliel 5) Taught according to 
the strictness of the Law and 6) Was Zealous towards God. 
7) A Persecutor of the church/the way.



He would have known that Saul of Tarsus, had requested
letters, so that he could go abroad and persecute the 
church…..cf Acts 9:1-2
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He took the letters and pursued the way even to Damascus,
where he brought “Christians” bound in chains to 
Jerusalem to be punished.   Cf Acts 22:5



No

As a devout Jew – a follower of the strictness of the Law 
he was compelled to do this by his own conscience.
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Yes

There are a few more details here than in the narrative 
that Luke writes in Acts 9 – with the difference being 
that this is 1st Hand account of Acts 9.



No – Jesus told him to go into Damascus and it would be
told him…. Cf vrs 10

 Ananias came and told him what he need.
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Yes

 Vrs 14 – states that God had given Saul of Tarsus the 
unique opportunity to see the resurrected Lord – here 
identified by Paul as the “Just One.”   He also heard His 
voice.



“name of” --- is a reference to the subject of Authority.

Here the authority resides in the Lord – ie. In Jesus 
Christ and heaven – cf. Matthew 28:18-20
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The certainty of death is ever present – and the condition 
of the soul without obedience to the Gospel call, is an 
eternal destruction – so there is no time to waste between 
understanding and obedience.



The Jews were polite and attentive to the defense that Paul 
was making and had listened and did not argue.

It is only in vrs 22 that at the mention of Gentile did this 
change.
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The Jews could not believe that the God of Abraham, Jacob
and the Fathers would send any Jew into the homes of a 
Gentile, let alone save them and make them one with the 
Jews.



No

The Jews are the ones who did him harm – the Roman 
law had not been broken as in Acts 18:14
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He was a citizen of Rome by birth. Even tho’ a Jew he 
obtained his citizenship and freedom as a Roman by the 
decree of Julius Caesar - His decree, most likely from 47 
BCE, was upheld by Augustus Caesar (r. 27 BCE-14 CE) and 
the emperors who succeeded him.



No – not from the text

However - Passports, ID cards 
and other modern forms of 
identification did not exist in 
Ancient Rome. 

However the Romans had birth 
certificates, grants of 
citizenships, the military 
diplomata, that they could carry 
around and that could all serve as 
proof of citizenship.
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