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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 17
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 17:30-31 (NKJV) Key Verse

- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God 

overlooked, but now commands all men 

everywhere to repent, 31 because He has 

appointed a day on which He will judge the 

world in righteousness by the Man whom He 

has ordained. He has given assurance of 

this to all by raising Him from the dead." 



This is the second missionary journey of Paul
recorded by Luke in Acts. Silas and Timothy as
partners, with a brief time with Luke himself.
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Yes - A seaport located at the head of the Themaic
Gulf in Macedonia. 

The largest city of Macedonia, with a population 
of ca. 200,000, The city was affectionately called 
the "mother of all Macedon." 



That Jesus is the promised Messiah & that He had 
to suffer, die & be raised from the dead - (17:3; cf
Psa. 22; Isa. 53).
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“Christ had to suffer” The term “had” (dei) is an 
IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE, which denotes 
necessity.  A suffering Messiah was predicted in 
the OT (cf. Gen. 3:15; Psa. 22; Isa. 52:13-53:12)

Something the Rabbi’s could not accept.



This truth was the major stumbling block to the 
Jews (cf. I Cor. 1:22-23).  BUT, here some were 
persuaded & joined them - (17:4).
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Jason had welcomed Paul & his party - (17:5-7).

We see the power of the gospel to turn the 
world upside down - (17:6; Rom. 1:16).

The power of unbelief as well to try to do much 
harm to the cause of Christ.



Hyperbole - exaggerated statements or claims not 
meant to be taken literally.

So no – the Gospel did turn the world upside
down.
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 The Greek noun, probably used as an equivalent for the Latin 
satis accipere, in common use in legal language, is a 
technical one (literally, the sufficient sum) for the bail which 
Jason was required to give for the good conduct of his 
guests, and for their readiness to meet any charge that 
might be brought against them.



About the same distance as it is currently. Although 
today we have much better ways to travel: about 
72 km / 45 miles and 54 minutes drive.
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They Searched the scriptures daily - (17:11; John 
5:39; 2 Tim 3:15-17)

Acts 17:11-12 (NKJV) - 11 These were more 
fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness….



No – vrs 14 – shows that only Paul was sent away
by ship and vrs 16 shows Paul waiting for them to
arrive. Chapter 18 indicates they caught up in
Corinth.
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These where the two schools of thought – similar
to the Pharisees and Sadducees.

The philosophers and scholars both in secular 
and spiritual matters.



 Yes = Paul perceives the Athenians to be “very 
religious” – vs. 22

 Idols representing all their “gods” lined the city road 
which Paul referred to as “objects of worship” - vs. 23
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Not a derogatory statement – but a statement of
fact – that they were without knowledge – seen
clearly by the inscription – “unknown”.

They were seekers of new truths not know, thus 
honest in their assessment of their understanding.



We all have one main ancestry line – regardless of 
nation we are all human.

God is the one who scattered men abroad – cf
Gen 11.
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What is unknown can be clearly understood by that 
which we can see and know.

Invisible attributes – clearly seen by that which 
is created. 



Spirit was stirred and he Reasoned with those in 
the synagogue – (both Jewish & Gentile 
worshippers – 17:17) daily in the marketplace. 
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Yes – the Bible Belt of the South with all their
churches and church buildings.

Worshipping a God that is not found in the
scriptures, in a way that is according to their
own understanding and own ways.



Acts 17:30-31 (NKJV) - 30 Truly, these times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all 
men everywhere to repent, 

Ignorance is never an excuse especially when
the knowledge is ever present.

The blinded eyes and stopped up ears have 
always come under condemnation by God.

The facts Paul presented were observable and
thus the knowledge was there – as in Romans 1.

Failure to see it is not God’s fault it is mans.
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