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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 16
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Acts 16:30-31 (NKJV) Key Verse

30 And he brought them out and said, 

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 

you and your household." 
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Paul and his companions go down to the 
riverside on the Sabbath 

Where women were gathered to pray -
(16:13)

We have the Conversion of Lydia (16:14-
15).

Evil spirit cast out of a servant girl & Paul 
and Silas are arrested - (16:16-24).

Conversion of the Jailer - (16:25-34).

Asked to Leave the city (16:35-40).
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What Do We know About Lydia:

Acts 16:14 (NKJV) - 14 Now a 
certain woman named Lydia heard 
us. 

She was a seller of purple 

from the city of Thyatira, 

who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed 
the things spoken by Paul. 
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Lydia was a merchant of purple from 
Thyatira.

Thyatira was a city of pro-consular Asia 
(Rev. 1:11), situated on its northern 
border. It was noted for its excellent 
purple dyes as indicated by Homer and 
Strabo (Acts of Apostles; McGarvey, p. 
88).

Purple was a dye used in the manufacture 
of fine clothes. It was a rare and precious 
item.
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Lydia's trade in this commodity had been 
a profitable one making it possible to 
have her own house (16:15).

She managed a sizeable business and 
home which included herself, perhaps 
several of the women who were at the 
river, and eventually Paul and his three 
companions.  

Later, the church will assemble there 
(16:40).
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Lydia was a Jewess 

While not expressly stated, it is 
reasonably deduced:

(1) Paul and his companions spent 
several days obviously looking for 
the Jews of that city (Acts 13:14, 
42).

(2) Lydia is identified as a 
worshipper of God (16:12), she is 
probably a proselyte. 
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We find her worshipping according to the 
customs of the Jews on the Sabbath day along 
the banks of the river (16:13). 

Such an observance in a pagan city stands 
out when most would have regarded it as 
just another day. 

This admits Lydia and those of her house to 
that noble class of God-fearers that Paul 
encountered throughout the world, whether it 
was the devout Jews on Pentecost, the 
Samaritans, Simon, the Eunuch, or the gentiles 
of Galatia and Cornelius.
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‘The Lord opened her heart’ 

Does NOT specifically state HOW – Many 
assume what is NOT stated here or 
ANYWHERE else - (John 6:44,45; 1 Cor. 
2:11-15)

The Lord opened her heart just as he 
opened the hearts of others – Jews on 
Pentecost, (Act 2:36,37) Samaritans, (Acts 
8:4-6) Eunuch, (Acts 8:35,36), Cornelius,  
(Acts 10:33; 11:14); (cf Rom 1:16; 10:14-
17; 1 Cor. 1:18ff)
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 ‘To Heed The Things Spoken By Paul’ 

She and her household were baptized –
(Acts 16:15)

She would not have known baptism 
without Paul and Silas’ having preached 
it (cf. Acts 8:35–36).

She understood that saving faith was 
obedient faith; therefore, she attended 
unto the things spoken by Paul 
(16:14,15).

NOTE THE PROCESS ONCE AGAIN…
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What is involved in Lydia’s Conversion:

The Gospel is preached; 

The heart is opened; 

Attendance is given to the things 
spoken; 

The obedient are judged faithful.

IT is true here and elsewhere in the
book of Acts – and it is still true even
here today!
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The Circumstances of this Conversion 
account:

Paul & Silas cast demon out of servant girl 
– (16:16-18)

This young slave girl was held in double 
bondage - by demons and her masters. 
Vs. 16

They were using her to make money.

In verse 17 she testified truthfully.

Others possessed with demons testified 
good regarding Jesus. Mark 5:6-7
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 The Circumstances of this Conversion account:

Why did Paul reject her cooperation?

Otherwise, it would have placed demons 
and the apostles in alliance.

 Jesus likewise did not accept the 
testimony of demons. Mark 1:23-26

 Paul, in the name of Christ, commands the 
evil spirit come out or her. Vs. 18

 Thus, Paul quickly put these evil men, who 
had control of this young girl, out of 
business.
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 The Circumstances of this Conversion account:

 Acts 16:19-24 - Not only were these men 
greedy, but were liars as well.

 Paul and the others had not taught customs 
which were unlawful for the Romans.

Many teachers of the gospel have suffered 
unjustly since the time of Christ.

 In the name of patriotism, it is easy to incite a 
riot.

 Justice was disregarded here.

 They were not given opportunity to defend 
themselves.
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 The Circumstances of this Conversion account:

 It was true that these men were Jews, but 
they were also Romans.

 They (Paul and Silas) were severely beaten with 
rods.

 The Jews could not exceed a certain number 
of stripes (Deut. 25:3), but the Romans had 
no such law.

Often they would beat one until they thought 
he was almost dead.

 They were so treated by the ones they came 
to bless.
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 The Circumstances of this Conversion account:

 After the severely beating, the jailer was 
given a strict charge to keep them securely. 
Vs. 24

 “Stocks” were wooden frames with holes 
in which the feet or feet and hands were 
locked.

 Thus, the preachers were treated as very 
dangerous criminals.

Nonetheless, they carry their case to a higher 
court.
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 The Circumstances of this Conversion account:

 Acts 16:25-29 - The other prisoners were 
listening to this strange sound.

Men do not normally sing when in sever 
pain or distress.

God comes to the aid of His servants.

Normally, chains are not loosed when 
there is an earthquake.

 The jailer attempts suicide. Vs. 27

He was duty bound under the penalty of 
death to keep his prisoners from escaping.
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The Circumstances of this Conversion 
account:

Paul & Silas imprisoned – (16:19-24)

Paul & Silas are set free during 
earthquake but don’t leave –
(16:25,26)

The Wakened jailer thought to kill 
himself – (16:27,28)

Death was inevitable for him.

Stopped by Paul – (16:28)
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The Most Important Question:

The jailer could easily see that God has 
assisted these man and, thus, he falls down 
trembling before them. Vs. 28

A grateful & humbled man prepared to listen –
(16:29)

The question - “what must I do to be saved?” 
– (16:30)

The answer - "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." - (16:31) Understanding the 
answer – (16:32,33)
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The Jailer’s question was most certainly 
about his eternal well being!

He knew who they were.

He knew what they had done.

He knew in whose name they had done 
it.

He knew what they had claimed for this 
name.

He had observed their behavior 
throughout the day.
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The Answer Was NOT!

“JUST” believe – faith only -

Ask Jesus to come into your heart –

Confess that you are a sinner 

Say the sinners prayer –

Where is a passage where any of 
these things were EVER told to a non-
Christian in order for them to be 
saved?
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Acts 16:30-33 (NKJV) 
30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?" 

31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 

household." 

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the night 
and washed their stripes. And immediately he 

and all his family were baptized. 
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The Different Instructions Due To Where 
They Were….

The Jews on Pentecost believed, so they 
needed to repent and be baptized -
(Acts 2:38).

Saul believed and was penitent, he 
needed to be baptized - (Acts 22:16).

The Jailer didn’t know anything about 
Jesus, he needed to start at belief -
(Acts 16:31).
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The Same Hour of The Night

Paul and Silas had been beaten with 
many stripes – (16:23)

Paul & Silas had been thrown into a 
dungeon and their feet put in stocks –
(16:24)

Well after midnight – (16:25)

It had been a hectic night to say the 
least, earthquake, saving a man from 
suicide, teaching the gospel, wounds 
cleaned – (16:26-32)
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Observation of NOTE:

If baptism could have been PUT OFF I 
would think it would have been put off!!

BUT…Having Believed In God

Ask about spiritual life –

Told to believe –

Was taught the word of the Lord –
(what to believe & DO)

Baptized immediately –

An Obedient BELIEVER!!!!!
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