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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 15
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 15:24 (NKJV) 

24 Since we have heard that some who 

went out from us have troubled you with 

words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You 

must be circumcised and keep the law”—

to whom we gave no such 

commandment —



No.

The conflict was a doctrinal issue – brought 
about by a group of Pharisees – who had been 
converted.

TROUBLEMAKERS FROM JUDEA (1-2a)

Individuals from Judea teach the brethren 
(Gentiles by necessary inference)in Antioch 
they must be circumcised

Paul and Barnabas dissent and dispute with 
them over this teaching.
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 It was established as a national ordinance (Gen. 17:10, 11). 
Abraham, though ninety-nine years of age, was circumcised on 
the same day with Ishmael, who was thirteen years old (17:24–
27). 

 Slaves, - born or purchased, were circumcised (17:12, 13); 
and all foreigners must have their males circumcised before 
they could enjoy the privileges of Jewish citizenship (Ex. 
12:48). 

 The Jews prided themselves in the possession of this 
covenant distinction (Judg. 14:3; 15:18; 1 Sam. 14:6; 17:26; 
2 Sam. 1:20; Ezek. 31:18). ---- From Easton, M. G. (1893). In 

Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper & Brothers.
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 Circumcision on the 8th day!

 The Gospels record that both John the Baptist and Jesus 
were circumcised when they were eight days old (Luke 
1:59; 2:21), as Abraham’s son Isaac had been (Acts 7:8). 

 The Apostle Paul also records that he was circumcised on 
the eighth day (Phil 3:5).

 cf. Exod 4:24–26; Exod 12:43–49; Lev 12:3 cf. Josh 
5:2–12

 From - Whitcomb, K. A., & Kiros, G. (2016). Circumcision. In J. D. 
Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. 
Sinclair Wolcott, … W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. 
Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Yes.

 In Galatians in particular, Paul takes a strong stance 
against imposing circumcision on Gentile believers, 
arguing that circumcision demands that someone 
obey the whole law (e.g., Gal 5; 6:15). 

 Paul makes a similar argument in Romans, where he 
speaks of circumcision of the heart as being true 
circumcision (Rom 2:29).

 As a result of this spiritual circumcision, believers 
receive the forgiveness of sins (Col 2:13; Eph 2:11–
13) and experience the removal of “the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility” (Eph 2:14).
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The practice is first evidenced in northwest Syria 
where three statues of warriors dating to ca. 
2800 BCE reveal the complete removal of the 
prepuce. 

Ancient Egyptian priests were partially 
circumcised as they were initiated into the service 
of the gods (ca. 2345 BCE). 

According to Genesis, the practice of circumcision 
among the Hebrews began with Abraham, who 
was told to circumcise all males, including slaves, 
in his household (Gen 17:10-14). 
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YES.

Divine/God’s Authority is established in four 
different ways – all are present in this chapter.

Direct Command

Necessary Inference

Apostolic Example

And The Silence of God.

When Paul set out on his missionary journey’s 
he like the other Apostles was “guided into all 
truth by the H.S.” – thus he spoke with 
authority and Divine approval.
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What is clearly seen in this chapter is the need 
and desire for “all the truth”.

The Apostles of Christ – who had been 
promised the “comforter” – were baptized with 
the Holy Spirit {Acts 2}; would be guided into 
“All Truth” – cf John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13

The Holy Spirit is referred to as “the Spirit of 
Truth”.

Jerusalem was where the Apostles remained –
cf Acts 8:1 
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The Definition of in strict/strictest confidence

 : not made known to the public or other people 
: private --- ie Your personal information will 
be kept in strict/strictest confidence.

The obvious observation in this chapter is that 
this dispute, with its agreement and solution 
was not held behind closed doors, kept secret 
from all the world – but rather the dispute is 
documented, preserved by God for all to see, 
hear and read.
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The Pharisees were members of a party that 
believed in resurrection and in following legal 
traditions that were ascribed not to the Bible but 
to “the traditions of the fathers.” 

Like the scribes, they were also well-known legal 
experts: hence the partial overlap of membership 
of the two groups.

In this dispute – they wanted to impose the 
legal attitude of the law to the freedom of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

11



 “vrs 2: And certain other of them”

 If this be the journey to which St. Paul alludes, 
Galatians 2:1-5, then he had Titus with him and how 
many elders went from the Church of Antioch we 
cannot tell. 

 This journey was 14 years after Paul's conversion, 
and was undertaken by express revelation, as he 
informs us, Galatians 2:2, which revelation appears 
to have been given to certain persons in the Church 
of Antioch, as we learn from this verse, and not to 
Paul and Barnabas themselves. {Adam Clarke & 
Barnes Notes Commentary}
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Yes – note well…Acts 15:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 Now the 
apostles and elders came together to consider this 
matter. 7 And when there had been much dispute, 
Peter rose up and said to them:….”

Much disputing - Or rather, much inquiry or 
deliberation. With our word disputing we commonly 
connect the idea of heat and anger. This is not 
necessarily implied in the word used here. It might 
have been calm, solemn, deliberate inquiry; and 
there is no evidence that it was conducted with 
undue warmth or anger. {Barnes Notes}
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Peter rose up –

It is worth notice that Barnabas and Paul leave 
arguments and reasons to those who had 
laboured most among Jewish converts, and 
merely content themselves with telling their 
experience of what God had wrought through 
them.

James rose up saying, men and brethren, hearken 
to me; the titles he uses, and the manner of 
desiring audience, were what were common with 
the Jews; see Acts 2:14.
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No – Things strangled.—Literally, of that which has been 
strangled. The prohibition rested on Genesis 9:4, and was 
connected with the symbolic meaning of the blood as 
representing life, and therefore consecrated to Jehovah. It 
was repeated in the Law (Leviticus 3:17; Leviticus 7:26; 
Deuteronomy 12:16; 1Samuel 14:33),

 Butchered Meat so killed, which may be eaten without 
defilement, is known technically as Kosher. Here the moral 
element falls entirely into the background, and the 
prohibition has simply the character of a concordat to avoid 
offence. St. Paul and St. Peter were alike persuaded that 
“there is nothing unclean of itself” (Acts 10:15; Romans 
14:14). {Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers}
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“and from things strangled (lit. from what is 
strangled), and from blood]” - The prohibition of blood 

was made as soon as animal food was given to men (Genesis 9:4), 
and it was frequently enforced in the Mosaic law (Leviticus 3:17; 
Leviticus 7:26; Leviticus 17:10; Leviticus 17:14; Leviticus 19:26). 
To eat blood was counted a sin against the Lord in the days of Saul 
(1 Samuel 14:33), and with strict Jews it is an abomination to this 
day. Things strangled are not specially mentioned in the law of 
Moses, but that they should not be eaten follows from the larger 
prohibition. Leviticus 7:26 does, however, make mention of the 
blood of fowls, and it would be in the use of them that the eating 
of blood began first to be practised. And in breaking the neck of an 
animal the Jew held that the blood was caused to flow into the 
limbs in such wise that it could not be brought out even by salt. 
See T. B. Chullin, 113a.
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No – for after the controversy had been resolved 
and the letter sent, received and accepted the 
scriptures say:

Acts 15:35 (NKJV) — 35 Paul and Barnabas also 
remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching 
the word of the Lord, with many others also.

This shows that even in this area there was 
still much work to be done.

This akin to our work in Ghana – the work here 
in Wilmington NC still continues.
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 Acts 15:22–26 (NKJV) — 22 Then it pleased the apostles and 
elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who 
was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the 
brethren. 23 They wrote this letter by them: The apostles, the 
elders, and the brethren, To the brethren who are of the Gentiles 
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: Greetings. 24 Since we have heard 
that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, 
unsettling your souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep 
the law”—to whom we gave no such commandment—25 it seemed 
good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men 
to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have 
risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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