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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 15b
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I. THEY HAD A PROPER ATTITUDE [vrs. 2] -
Seeking The Truth. 

We are not told the motives behind the men 
from Jerusalem who were teaching that 
circumcision was necessary, but we do know 
that when the dispute arose, they were among 
the ones who agreed to send to Jerusalem to 
find out what the truth of the matter was. 

Even the ones who were wrong on this matter 
agreed to send Paul and Barnabas and others 
to Jerusalem to obtain an answer (vrs. 2). 

Would we be as willing?



3

WHY This Attitude is Essential:

Some Are Not Really Seeking The Truth. 

Far too often, when disputes arise amongst 
brethren, one side or the other is found to 
not really be interested in the truth. 

Such attitudes are seen in the Israelites of 
old who came to Jeremiah, asking "that the 
Lord your God may show us the way in 
which we should walk and the thing we 
should do." (Jer. 42:3, cf vrs 2, cf vrs 20-
22)
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WHY This Attitude is Essential:

Some Are Merely Seeking To Justify Themselves.

 When Ahab sent for Micaiah, the messenger 
even told him, "Please, let your word be like 
the word of one of them, and speak 
encouragement." (1 Kings 22:8) 

He just wanted to hear someone who would 
agree with the others - not truth!

Truth is what sets one FREE – nothing else
should be our aim.
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WHY This Attitude is Essential:

Some Seek Only To Save Face. 

They will never admit wrong even when it 
is clearly obvious, but seek a way out so 
they can continue to appear perfect before 
men. 

When Jesus was questioned about His 
source of authority, He asked them a 
question they could not answer without 
incriminating themselves, so they said, 
"We do not know." (Matt. 21:23-27).
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WHY This Attitude is Essential:

Some Seek Public Approval. 

Finally, some are not seeking the truth, but 
the approval of the brethren.

 Truth is compromised when such attitudes 
are present, for the answer will always be 
whatever allows them to stay in the good 
favor of those whom they seek favor.

 Such attitudes were seen in the council 
when the apostles were arrested and told not 
to preach Jesus. (Acts 4:21).
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II. THEY - Appealed To The Right Source. 

When those who disagreed sought the answer, 
they went to the right source: God! 

They determined to send Paul and Barnabas 
to Jerusalem to receive and answer from the 
apostles and elders (vrs. 2).

The apostles, as the chosen men of Jesus, 
were inspired of the Holy Spirit to answer 
according to God's word. 

This was as it should be: God had the final 
say.
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III. THEY HEARD BOTH SIDES [vrs. 4, 5]

 The Differences Were Clearly Distinguished. 

Those who taught circumcision was necessary 
clearly stated, "It is necessary to circumcise 
them, and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses." (vrs. 5) 

Paul and Barnabas simply told of all things God 
had done with them - among the Gentiles (vrs. 
4).

But, let us recognize that the differences were 
clear; there was no confusion and there was 
certainly not a misunderstanding.  
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III. THEY HEARD BOTH SIDES [vrs. 4, 5]

 The Evidence Was Presented. 

After much dispute, it was time to present 
evidence that would convict the observers 
of the truth. 

Peter's Argument. (vrs. 7-11) 

 Let us note that Peter simply told of what he 
had done among the Gentiles, and what God 
Himself had done among the Gentiles.

These things alone were evidence enough 
that the question could be settled. 
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III. THEY HEARD BOTH SIDES [vrs. 4, 5]

 The Evidence Was Presented. 

Paul and Barnabas' Evidence. 

 To aid in the defense of the refutation of the 
necessity of circumcision, Paul and Barnabas 
told of the "many miracles and wonders God 
had worked through them among the 
Gentiles." (vrs. 12) 

Why was this important?

 If God would do this among the Gentiles, it 
signaled His approval of what Paul and Barnabas 
were doing! 
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III. THEY HEARD BOTH SIDES [vrs. 4, 5]

 James' Use Of Scripture. 

When Peter had recalled his experience with 
Cornelius and after Paul and Barnabas had 
presented their evidence, James then stood up 
and presented Scripture to back them up.

He appealed to the words of Amos as that 
which prophesied of the day when the Gentiles 
would be called by His name (9:11, 12). 

 Again, the necessary conclusion would be that 
they were approved of God and required nothing 
further.



IV. A CONCLUSION WAS REACHED - A Decision 
Was Made. 

After all the arguments were presented, the 
evidence shown, and the Scriptures cited, a 
decision was made - based on those things 
alone. 

 The apostles did not take time to poll the 
brethren as to what they thought they should do, 
did not consider the prevailing winds of societal 
mores, and they did not consult the religious 
leaders of the day. 

 They also did not put it off until another day 
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IV. A CONCLUSION WAS REACHED - A Decision 
Was Made. 

 James stood up and said, "Therefore I judge that we 
should not trouble those from among the Gentiles 
who are turning to God" (v. 19). 

 The letter they would send declared that those who 
taught the necessity of circumcision had "troubled" 
them by so doing (v. 24). 

 As the ones chosen particularly by Jesus and given 
the responsibility of teaching His expressed will, the 
answer was that they had given no such 
commandment. - In other words: Do not demand 
circumcision.
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IV. A CONCLUSION WAS REACHED - A Decision 
Was Made. – “All Agreed”. 

 The conclusion was not a matter of voting on it to see if 
the majority of the apostles and elders and the 
brethren agreed; truth was and should never be a 
matter of majority rule. 

When the word was spoken, we find "it pleased the 
apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send 
chosen men" to deliver the message (v. 22); this is 
what all determined should be done. 

 Among those who are honest in heart, truth will always 
be the majority and there will be no dissent.
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V. THE ANSWER WAS ACCEPTED

I'm sure most of us would like to think there 
was some more discussion about the matter 
when the letter was read, but the record tells 
us only, "When they read it, they rejoiced 
over its encouragement." (v. 31) 

The simple fact is, when the issue was 
presented, the arguments offered, the 
evidence shown, and the conclusion reached, 
the answer was accepted without further 
ado. 
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In Conclusion. There is no promise of 
complete peace and harmony among 
brethren, or even a promise of no 
differences. 

By the mere fact that we are all humans at 
different levels of knowledge and 
understanding only ensures that 
differences will arise and, often, disputes 
that are difficult to resolve. 

But, I am not one who will ever say, "Let's 
just agree to disagree."
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That should never be the response when 
brethren disagree! 

If we disagree, we need to follow the pattern 
given for us in this text. 

Let us be ones who are honestly seeking the 
truth on each and every issue, and ones who 
appeal to the word of God for every answer. 

Let us be willing to hear both sides of every 
issue, with our beliefs clearly presented that all 
may understand the true issue over which we 
may be in dispute. 
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Then, let us offer up sound and 
reasonable arguments, with evidence that 
convicts beyond a shadow of a doubt and 
Scripture - properly used - to back it up. 

And when all these things are done, let us 
conclude to believe, teach, and follow that 
which is necessitated by the evidence and 
Scripture.

Let us accept God's answer without 
hesitation.
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