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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 14
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Acts 14:2-3 (NKJV) Key Verse

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the 

Gentiles and poisoned their minds against 

the brethren. 3 Therefore they stayed there 

a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, 

who was bearing witness to the word of His 

grace, granting signs and wonders to be 

done by their hands.



Luke continues his narration of events during 
Paul's first missionary journey.  

Upon arriving in Iconium, Paul and Barnabas 
again visited the local synagogue. 

Response to their message was positive among 
both Jews and Greeks, but soon opposition 
again came from unbelieving Jews.  

Even so, Paul and Barnabas stayed "a long 
time" in Iconium, speaking boldly and 
performing signs and wonders.  
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Eventually the opposition became violent, forcing 
Paul and Barnabas to flee to Lystra and Derbe (1-
6).

 In Lystra, Paul healed a man crippled from birth 
(similar to Peter, cf. 3:1-10).  

The people assumed that Paul and Barnabas must 
be gods, and so named them Zeus (Barnabas) and 
Hermes (Paul).  

When the priest of Zeus prepared to offer 
sacrifices, the apostles tore their own clothes and 
barely restrained them by an impassioned speech.  
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Not long after, Jews from Antioch and Iconium 
persuaded the multitudes to stone Paul and 
drag him outside the city.  

Though assumed to be dead, Paul was able to 
return to the city and departed the next day 
with Barnabas to Derbe where they preached 
the gospel and made many disciples (7-21).

From Derbe, Paul and Barnabas retraced their 
steps, strengthened the disciples in Lystra, 
Iconium and Antioch (Pisidia) and appointed 
elders in every church with prayer and fasting.
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Passing through Pisidia they came to 
Pamphylia where they preached the 
gospel in Perga.  

From there they went down to Attalia and 
then sailed to Antioch (Syria) from which 
they began their journey, where they 
reported to the church all that God had 
done with them.  There they stayed for "a 
long time" (21-28).
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PREACHING IN ICONIUM, LYSTRA, DERBE (1-21)

MINSTRY AND PERSECUTION IN ICONIUM (1-6)

1. Speaking at the local synagogue leads many 
Jews and Gentiles to believe

2. Unbelieving Jews stir up and poison the 
minds of the Gentiles against the brethren

3. Paul and Barnabas stay a long time, speaking 
boldly and performing signs and wonders

The city becomes divided, and an attempt is 
made by Gentiles and Jews along with their 
rulers to abuse and stone them
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5. Made aware of the planned violence, Paul 
and Barnabas flee to Lystra and Derbe

MINISTRY AND PERSECUTION IN LYSTRA AND 
DERBE (7-21)

1. Paul and Barnabas preach there and in the 
surrounding region

2. In Lystra Paul heals a man crippled from 
birth

3. The people proclaim Paul and Barnabas to 
be gods, the priest of Zeus sought to offer 
sacrifices to them
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4. Tearing their clothes, Barnabas and Paul 
proclaim themselves to be men who preach 
the one true living God and scarcely 
restrain the people from sacrificing to them

5. Jews arrive from Antioch and Iconium 
and persuade the multitude to stone Paul

6. Presumed dead, Paul is dragged outside 
the city where later as he is surrounded by 
disciples he revives and returns to the city
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7. The next day Paul and Barnabas depart to 
Derbe where they preach the gospel and make 
many disciples before beginning their return 
trip through Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch

II. CONFIRMING DISCIPLES AND APPOINTING 
ELDERS (22-23)

STRENGTHENING THE DISCIPLES (22)

1. Paul and Barnabas exhort them to continue 
in the faith

 2. They warn them:  "We must through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom of God."
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APPOINTING ELDERS IN EVERY CHURCH (23)

1. Paul and Barnabas appoint elders in every 
church with prayer and fasting

2. They commend them to the Lord in whom 
they believed

III. RETURN TO ANTIOCH OF SYRIA (24-28)

THE JOURNEY HOME (24-26)

1. Passing through Pisidia, they come to 
Pamphylia

2. After preaching in Perga, they go down to 
Attalia
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3. From there they sail to Antioch of Syria, 
from which they had been commended to the 
grace of God for the work accomplished on 
their journey

THEIR REPORT AND STAY AT ANTIOCH (27-28)

1. Paul and Barnabas report to the church all 
that God had done with them, and how He 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles

2. They stay a long time in Antioch with the 
disciples
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