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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 12
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 12:5 (NKJV) Key Verse

"Peter, therefore, was kept in 

prison, but fervent prayer 

was made by the church to 

God for him."



This would be in Jerusalem – the region of Judaea.

Since the mention of Passover in this chapter –
knowing that this feast was one of three that 
required a journey of all Jewish men to the 
Temple and Jerusalem.

Later in the Chapter the region of Caesarea.

Also, mentioned Are Tyre and Sidon – the region 
of Phoenicia.

And with 13:1 – the region in Syria as Saul and 
Barnabas with John Mark return from Jerusalem.
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This Herod was a grandson of that Herod by whom 
the infants of Bethlehem were slaughtered, and a 
nephew of "Herod the Tetrarch," by whom John 
the Immerser was beheaded. 

This Herod was Agrippa I, 

Son of Herod Antipas (who beheaded John the 
Baptist, Mt 14:1-12 ; Mk 6:14) 

And grandson of Herod the Great (who slew the 
infants at Bethlehem, Mt 2:1-16).
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Yes.

James here mentioned is one of the two Son’s of 
Zebedee – cf Matthew Matthew 20:20 

 He is designated as the "brother of John" to 
distinguish him from the other James, who is 
the author of the epistle bearing his name. 

A number of brethren suffered in this 
persecution, though James the brother of John 
is the only one who is said to have suffered 
death. 

He is the first of the Apostles to die.
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 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at dusk is the LORD's Passover. 

And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the 
feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD; seven 
days ye shall eat unleavened bread. Lev. 23:5–8

Date: 15 Nisan – generally thru 21st.

 Just as with the weekly Sabbath, the day before 
any "High Sabbath" is a "preparation day." This 
means that the 13th, is also the "preparation day" 
for the Passover on the 14th, which is a Sabbath.

A symbol of the Passover holiday is matzo.
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 This bread is an unleavened flatbread made solely from flour 
and water which is continually worked from mixing through 
baking, so that it is not allowed to rise. Matzo may be made 
by machine or by hand. - From Wikipedia.

 The Torah contains an instruction to eat matzo, 
specifically, on the first night of Passover and to eat only 
unleavened bread (in practice, matzo) during the entire 
week of Passover.

 Passover, also called Pesach (/ˈpɛsɑːx, ˈpeɪ-/;[2] Hebrew: 
ַסח פֶּ Pesaḥ), is a major Jewish holiday that occurs in the 

spring on the 15th day of the Hebrew month of Nisan. One of 
the biblically ordained Three Pilgrimage Festivals, Passover 
is traditionally celebrated in the Land of Israel for seven days 
and for eight days among many Jews in the Diaspora.
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Peter was seized during the days of Unleavened 
Bread

Since Herod saw that it pleased the Jews – this 
would be the religious leaders in Jerusalem that 
have already had conflict with Peter – cf
Chapters 3 & 4.

His teaching about the resurrection and the 
murder of the Son of God incited anger towards 
him and the church.

Intending to bring Peter before the people {his 
desire was to kill Peter} after the Passover.
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Why he undertook this persecution it is difficult to 
tell, unless he was instigated to it by the old 
enemies of the Church. 

It is possible that James like Peter was in the 
fore front of the teaching of Jesus the Christ in 
Jerusalem.

It is possible that just like John the Baptist, 
James may have been teaching something 
against the King he did not like.

It is possible like Stephen, the truth cut to his 
very core and anger set in before reason.
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This appears most probable from Luke's statement 
below, that he seized Peter because he saw that 
the death of James pleased the Jews. {J.W. 
McGarvey Acts of the Apostles Commentary 1863} 

 The imprisonment of Peter was due to the 
festival/feast of the Passover.

Herod’s intention was to kill Peter just like he 
had James, but delayed this action due to the 
feast.

It is obvious to me that Herod, did not want 
Peter to flee – so imprisonment was the 
solution.
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He was the first of the apostles to suffer death, and his 
brother John was the last.  - In the death of both were 
fulfilled the words of Jesus, uttered on a memorable 
occasion, when they asked him for a seat, one at his 
right hand, and the other at his left. 

He asked them if they were able to undergo the 
immersion which he would undergo. 

 They said, "We are able." He replied, "You shall, 
indeed, drink of my cup, and be immersed in the 
immersion in which I am immersed; but to sit on my 
right hand and on my left is not mine to give, but to 

them for whom it is prepared by my Father."
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The four quaternions of soldiers.

Who guarded Peter consisted of sixteen men.

Each quaternion consisting of four. 

It was enough to keep four men on guard during 
each of the four watches of the night. 

They, together with the strength of the prison 
doors, were deemed sufficient for the utmost 
security.

One may say this was over kill – especially in 
light of the fact that Peter was chained to two at 
all times.
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NO – in fact the spread of the Gospel in many cases 
is enhanced by the persecution.

Cf. Acts 7 with that of Acts 8:1-4.

In fact the narrative of Luke’s account – turns 
sharply now from the turmoil in Jerusalem to the 
missionary journeys of Paul and the spread and 
growth of the church to the utter most part of the 
World.

The effect of persecution was not stunned silence 
– but a voice to spread the news.
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Persecution – is a foregone conclusion to any 
follower of Christ.

We are the “light of the world” – and according 
to John 3 – men love darkness and hate the 
light.

A Christian persecuted, can’t stop shining the light 
of the Good News – and the only effect this has is 
to continue to EXPOSE the error of the wicked.

But, as a moth is drawn to the light at night, so 
too are those in sin drawn to the Light of Jesus 
Christ.
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Why James was selected for this murderous 
example, in preference to any other of the 
apostles, we are not informed; but we have 
already seen that the brunt of persecution 
uniformly fell upon those most prominent in the 
scenes which were the immediate occasion of it.

As to the question – we do not know the mind of 
God, unless it is revealed unto us – and in this 
case we would be supposing to know His mind.

Could it simply be that like Stephen, James’ 
killing was swift and immediate? 
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