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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 12
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Acts 12:5 (NKJV) Key Verse

"Peter, therefore, was kept in 

prison, but fervent prayer 

was made by the Church to 

God for him."



This chapter records the efforts by King Herod to 
harass the church in Jerusalem.  
This Herod was Agrippa I, son of Herod Antipas 

(who beheaded John the Baptist, Mt 14:1-12), 
and grandson of Herod the Great (who slew the 
infants at Bethlehem, Mt 2:1-16).  

Successfully killing James the brother of John 
with the sword, Herod had Peter arrested and 
imprisoned, intending to bring Peter before the 
people after the Passover.  

Herod’s plans were thwarted when an angel of 
the Lord freed Peter from prison.
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After meeting with brethren at the home of 
Mary, mother of John Mark, Peter sent word to 
James and the brethren of his miraculous 
release.

When Peter was not found in the prison, Herod 
had the guards examined and executed.  

Herod then went down to Caesarea (1-19). 
While at Caesarea, the people of Tyre and Sidon 

came to Herod to appeal for peace.  
When he gave them an oration, the people 

praised his speech as "the voice of a god and 
not of a man."
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Failing to give glory to God, an angel of the 
Lord struck Herod and he died.  

The word of God, however, grew and 
multiplied.  

Barnabas and Saul, having completed their 
ministry to the saints in Judea (cf. 11:29-30), 
returned from Jerusalem to Antioch 
accompanied by John Mark.  

At this point in Luke's narrative of the history 
of the church, the focus turns from the ministry 
of Peter to the ministry of Paul (20-24).
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JAMES KILLED WITH THE SWORD (1-2)

Herod begins to harass some from the church

He killed James the brother the John

 This Herod was a grandson of that Herod by whom 
the infants of Bethlehem were slaughtered, and a 
nephew of "Herod the Tetrarch," by whom John the 
Immerser was beheaded. 

He grew up in Rome, where he wasted what fortune 
he had inherited in princely extravagance; but while 
doing so he acquired an intimacy with Caius Cæsar, 
afterward the famous Caligula of history. 
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When the latter ascended the throne, at the 
death of Tiberius, he elevated his friend 
Agrippa, as this Herod was most usually called, 
to a kingdom, which was subsequently enlarged 
by Claudius until it embraced all the territory 
ruled by his grandfather Herod the Great. 

He was now in the zenith of his power, and 
living in the utmost magnificence.

Why he undertook this persecution it is difficult 
to tell, unless he was instigated to it by the old 
enemies of the Church. 
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This appears most probable from Luke's 
statement below, that he seized Peter because 
he saw that the death of James pleased the 
Jews. {J.W. McGarvey Acts of the Apostles 
Commentary 1863}

 A number of brethren suffered in this persecution, 
though James the brother of John is the only one 
who is said to have suffered death. 

He is designated as the "brother of John" to 
distinguish him from the other James, who is 
the author of the epistle bearing his name. 
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He was the first of the apostles to suffer death, and his 
brother John was the last. 

 In the death of both were fulfilled the words of Jesus, 
uttered on a memorable occasion, when they asked him 
for a seat, one at his right hand, and the other at his left. 

He asked them if they were able to undergo the 
immersion which he would undergo. 

 They said, "We are able." He replied, "You shall, 
indeed, drink of my cup, and be immersed in the 
immersion in which I am immersed; but to sit on my 
right hand and on my left is not mine to give, but to 
them for whom it is prepared by my Father."
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As the sword of the executioner was made bare, 
and the neck of James laid upon the block, he could 
but remember these words. He understood, too, far 
better than when he first made the request, what it 
is to sit at the right hand of Jesus.

 Why James was selected for this murderous 
example, in preference to any other of the apostles, 
we are not informed; but we have already seen that 
the brunt of persecution uniformly fell upon those 
most prominent in the scenes which were the 
immediate occasion of it. 
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This consideration gives some ground for the 
conclusion that, though Peter and John had hitherto 
acted the most prominent part in Jerusalem, at this 
time James stood in the foreground in the conflict 
with the unbelieving Jews.

{J.W. McGarvey – Acts of the Apostles
Commentary 1863}

PETER ARRESTED, FREED BY AN ANGEL (3-19)

Peter seized during the days of Unleavened Bread

 Since Herod saw that it pleased the Jews

 Intending to bring Peter before the people after 
Passover
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Peter released by an angel

Constant prayer was being offered by the church

Though bound with chains between two guards, 
with more before the door.

The four quaternions of soldiers who guarded 
Peter consisted of sixteen men, each 
quaternion consisting of four. It was enough 
to keep four men on guard during each of the 
four watches of the night. They, together with 
the strength of the prison doors, were deemed 
sufficient for the utmost security.
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 An angel stands before Peter, along with a shining light 

 The angel strikes Peter on the side, and raises him; chains 
fell off

 Interesting fact from McGarvey - He was securely kept, 
according to the most ingenious method of the Roman 
army. Besides the prison-doors, and the guards 
without, his arms were pinioned by two chains, each to 
the arm of a soldier on the right and left, so that he 
could not move without disturbing one or both. If 
Herod was actuated, in adopting these precautions, by 
a desire to prevent a rescue, he ought to have known 
that Peter's brethren never fought with carnal 
weapons, even to save the life of a brother. 
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Told to gird himself, tie his sandals, put on his 
garments, and follow

Thinking it was a vision, Peter follows the angel past 
the guards and into the city

Peter rejoined with his brethren

He realizes that the angel has delivered him from 
Herod

He comes to the house of Mary, mother of John Mark, 
where many are praying

He is first left standing at the door by Rhoda, then 
astonishes the brethren when they come to the door
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He relates what happened, sends word to James 
and the brethren, and departs

Peter's release causes a stir
Herod is unable to find Peter
Herod examines the soldiers and has them put to 

death
Herod leaves Judea and goes to Caesarea

THE DEATH OF HEROD THE KING (20-25)
 HIS LAST ORATION (20-22)
The people of Tyre and Sidon appeal for peace 

to Herod through Blastus, the king's aide
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On a set day, in royal apparel and on his 
throne, Herod gives them an oration

The people praise him as having the voice 
of a god and not of a man

STRUCK DOWN BY AN ANGEL (23)

 An angel of the Lord strikes him 
immediately because he did not give glory 
to God

 He is eaten of worms and dies
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The word of God grows and multiplies

Barnabas and Saul return from Jerusalem 
with John Mark, fulfilling their ministry

It is at this point in the narrative of Luke that
he turns his focus from the ministry of Peter
to that of the ministry of Paul.

It is important to note from this point 
onward the geography and events that 
Luke records for us.

Chapter 13 – is the beginning point of
Paul’s missionary journeys.
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