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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 11
Question & 

Answer
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Acts 11:17 (NKJV) 

17 If therefore God gave them the same gift 

as He gave us when we believed on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

withstand God?”
“SAME/LIKE” – Vines – Greek Adjectives: homoios, isos; 

paromoios - isos "equal" (the same in size, quality, etc.), 

is translated "like," of the gift of the Spirit, Acts 11:17



When Peter returned to Jerusalem, brethren who 
were "of the circumcision" (i.e., Jewish Christians) 
took issue with his eating with uncircumcised men.

That this was a clear violation of the Law of 
Moses is noted by Peter in – Chapter 10 vrs 28.

However, God showed Him – and taught him a 
lesson that Jesus dies for “All men”.

What had separated men before had no place in 
the Kingdom of God now.

Prejudices will cause many to be lost. 
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Peter was sent to them to tell them what they MUST 
do in order to be saved – 11:14

To provide undeniable evidence that the Jewish 
Christians were to accept Gentiles when they 
complied with the gospel message. 

What Cornelius was told : 10:6 – “He will tell you 
what you must do." 

10:22 - “to summon you to his house, and to hear 
words from you." 

10:32,33  “When he comes, he will speak to you . . 
. to hear all the things commanded you by God." 
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The Preparation of the teacher - Peter’s vision of 
unclean animals in Joppa – (10:9-16)

13 And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat." 14 But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have 
never eaten anything common or unclean.“

15 And a voice spoke to him again the second 
time, "What God has cleansed you must not call 
common." 16 This was done three times. And the 
object was taken up into heaven again. 

He was commanded to go without hesitation, and 
men were at the door.
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No up until Chapter 10 the Gospel had only been 
preached in:

Jerusalem

Judea

To The Samaritans

Acts 1:8 – “and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth” – this seems to have been lost to mean 
“all men” – for even here in the 11th Chapter the 
Jews still believed it was for the Jews only.
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Barnabas is sent to Antioch, and rejoiced in what 
he saw.  

He first spent sometime encouraging them by 
himself.

We are reminded here of the 4th Chapter of Acts  
verses 32-37.

His surname meant son of encouragement.

 He later went to Tarsus to find Saul. 

For a full year they worked together with the 
church in Antioch and taught many people. 
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The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
Vrs 26

NOTE – CHRISTIAN is the designation or Name –
DISCIPLE is the practice of discipline one 
follows.

Hearing from the prophet Agabus that there was 
going to be a famine, they displayed their Christ-
like character by sending relief according to their 
ability to the brethren in Judea.  

This they did, sending it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul (19-30).
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Chapter 4 - Vs. 36-37 - An illustration of one of 
those mentioned above. 

Barnabas was especially good in exhortation.

He later becomes prominent in the work of the 
Lord.

BUT… as in human nature his life is not without 
problems or controversy.

NOTE: the scriptures says “he was a LEVITE” 
which shows that not all the religious leaders or 
Priests were corrupt.
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YES – the relief sent from Antioch was delivered by 
the hands of Saul and Barnabas to the Elders of the 
church in Jerusalem.

A more definitive account of the selection and 
characteristics of these men are found later in 
Paul’s writings to Timothy and Titus.

Acts 20 also shows that Elders are present in the 
church of Ephesus, and that this is indeed the 
best organization of the Lord’s church can not be 
denied.
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Prompted by prophets coming from Jerusalem to 
Antioch

Agabus shows by the Spirit that there will be a 
famine in Judea.

 The disciples determine to send relief to brethren 
in Judea.

NOTE again – the relief was “every man 
according to his ability”.

They send it to the elders for the saints “ie –
brethren”, by the hands of Barnabas and Saul
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