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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter 11
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Acts 11:15 (NKJV) Key Verse

15 And as I began to speak, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon 

us at the beginning.

“THE BEGINNING OF WHAT?” emp

J.C. 03/2021



The apostles and brethren in Judea soon heard of 
the Gentiles’ conversion in Acts 10.

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, brethren 
who were "of the circumcision" (i.e., Jewish 
Christians) took issue with his eating with 
uncircumcised men.  

What Peter does next is of utter importance
because he carefully explains the sequence of 
events of chapter 10, including the vision in 
Joppa and the manner in which the Spirit fell 
upon the Gentiles as he began to speak to them.
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The baptism of the Spirit on the Gentiles was 
understood to indicate that Gentiles were now 
allowed to hear the words of salvation, and that 
they could repent in order to have eternal life (1-
18).

Luke then records how the gospel spread from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.

Those scattered after the persecution of 
Stephen (Acts 8:1,4) included men from Cyprus 
and Cyrene who began preaching Jesus to the 
Hellenists (Grecian Jews).
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When a great number believed and turned to 
the Lord, the news was soon heard by those in 
the church at Jerusalem.  

Barnabas is sent to Antioch, and rejoiced in what 
he saw.  He first spent sometime encouraging 
them by himself, but later went to Tarsus to find 
Saul. 

For a full year they worked together with the 
church in Antioch and taught many people.  

The disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch. Vrs 26
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Hearing from the prophet Agabus that there was 
going to be a famine, they displayed their Christ-
like character by sending relief according to their 
ability to the brethren in Judea.  

This they did, sending it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul (19-30).

What is important to NOTE HERE is:

A Pattern is established for congregational 
benevolence.

Also, to note here is the mention of Elders.
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By way of Reminder – Joel 2 and Acts 2 - “I will
pour out my Spirit on All Flesh.” vrs 28

“All Flesh” is Limited and Must be Understood 
In the Light of its Fulfillment.

“All flesh is not the same flesh” (1 Cor. 15:39). 
– (The flesh of beasts, fish and birds?)

“All Flesh” does NOT include “All Human Flesh!” 
- (Atheist, agnostics, adulterers, drunkards)?

“All Flesh” does NOT imply “All Believers” 
would prophesy – (not every believer has 
prophesies - 1 Cor. 12:28-29) 
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By way of Reminder – Acts 2 – “the gift of the Holy
Spirit” to “ALL”…..
The Samaritans “believed . . . were baptized” 

(Acts 8:5,12,16).
Thus they received the remission of sins and what 

the Holy Spirit had promised to ALL THOSE WHO 
CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD, (Acts 2:21)!
But they had no miraculous gifts until the 

apostles came and laid hands on them (Acts 
8:14-18). 

Thus, one can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and not receive miraculous spiritual gifts!
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By way of Reminder – Acts 2 – “the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” to “ALL”…..

Cornelius’ household received the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit (10:44-45) “the like gift” 
(11:17) as “at the beginning” (11:15).

But this “like gift” as “at the beginning” is not 
the same as “the gift of the Holy Spirit” of Acts 
2:38.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit came before 
water baptism and salvation in Acts 10:44-48.
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By way of Reminder – Acts 2 – “the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” to “ALL”…..

Water baptism came before “the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” in Acts 2:38.

NOTE: “Whosoever shall call . . . shall be saved” 
(Acts 2:21).

“Repent and be baptized everyone of you . . . for 
the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38).

“Save yourselves from this untoward generation” 
(Acts 2:40).

“In every nation he that feareth and works 
righteousness . . . is accepted” (Acts 10:35).
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“Whosoever believeth in him shall have remission 
of sins (Acts 10:43).
What is promised to “ALL” is promised to you 

also today.
 BUT – WHAT OCCURRED IN ACTS CHAPTER 10, 

was a UNIQUE event in the church outside of Acts 
2 – which is exactly what Peter’s defense is of 
WHY the GENTILE is a brother in CHRIST, a 
DISCIPLE of Christ, latter to be called 
CHRISTIANS in this very same chapter 11:26 of 
Acts – for the very 1st time.
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 PETER’S DEFENSE RESTS ON THE BAPTISM of the Holy
SPIRIT….. More notably – “at the beginning”
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PETER’S DEFENSE RESTS ON THE BAPTISM of the 
Holy SPIRIT….. More notably – “at the beginning”

Confirmed The Beginning of A New 
Dispensation – Acts 2; Acts 11:15

Confirmed That The Gentiles Were To Be 
Received Into Fellowship – Act 10:44-
11:18; 15:7-9
The BAPTISM of the HOLY SPIRIT were 

UNIQUE occurrences – NOT A PATTERN 
to be REPEATED on every believer. 
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PETER’S DEFENSE RESTS ON THE BAPTISM of the 
Holy SPIRIT….. More notably – “at the beginning”
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THEIR WORK IN ANTIOCH (19-26)
 Those scattered by persecution preach the word
They travel as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and 

Antioch, preaching only to the Jews
Some from Cyprus and Cyrene preach to the 

Hellenists in Antioch
They enjoy great success in Antioch

Barnabas arrives in Antioch
 Sent by the church in Jerusalem
Glad to see the grace of God
Encouraging them to continue with the Lord 

with purpose of heart.
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THEIR WORK IN ANTIOCH (19-26)
He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 

of faith.
A great many people are added to the Lord

Saul arrives in Antioch
Brought from Tarsus by Barnabas
Assembling with the church for a whole year, 

teaching a great many people
The disciples are first called Christians in Antioch
NOTE – CHRISTIAN is the designation or Name 

– DISCIPLE is the practice of discipline one 
follows.
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THEIR WORK IN JUDEA (27-30)
Prompted by prophets coming from Jerusalem 

to Antioch
Agabus shows by the Spirit that there will be a 

famine in Judea.
 The disciples determine to send relief to 

brethren in Judea.
NOTE again – the relief was “every man

according to his ability”.
They send it to the elders for the saints “ie –

brethren”, by the hands of Barnabas and Saul
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