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The Early History Of

The church
Matthew 16:18 – “I Will Build My church…”

Chapter One
Question & 

Answer



Luke begins his “Volume Two” of the life and 
work of Christ,

Vrs 1 – “The former account I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to 
do and teach

{Luke 1:1-4 records the earthly ministry 
of Jesus. 

Acts – the beginning of the church,

 by summarizing the period between His 
resurrection and ascension. 
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After his passion ( = meta to 

paqein auton). Neat Greek idiom, meta with the 

articular infinitive (second aorist active of pascw) 
and the accusative of general reference, "after the 
suffering as to him." For paqein used absolutely of 
Christ's suffering see also Acts 17:3 ; Acts 26:23 –
Robertson’s Word Pictures

Definition - 1. to be affected or have been affected, 
to feel, have a sensible experience, to undergo a. in 
a good sense, to be well off, in good case  b. in a 
bad sense, to suffer sadly, be in a bad plight 1. of a 
sick person
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Holy Spirit Baptism Always A Promise ….NEVER A 
Command.

Matt. 3:11 --- "He shall baptize you...”

Mk. 1:8     --- "He shall baptize you with the H.S.”

 Lk. 3:16    --- "He shall baptize you with the H.S.”

 John 1:33  --- ".. the same is He which ... the 
H.S.”

 Acts 1:5   --- "... ye shall be baptized with the 
H.S.”

 Acts 11:16 --- "... ye shall be baptized with the 
H.S."
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Holy Spirit Baptism Always A Promise ….NEVER A 
Command.

 Jesus Christ is the administrator of H.S. baptism 
not men.

 It was promised to some who either had, or could 
have received John's baptism.

 The promise of the H.S. baptism was made only to 
some in John's generation! 

NOT unto You and Me or any from the last death 
of one of the Apostles!
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Holy Spirit Baptism – Only 2 recorded cases:

Consider "all flesh" of Joel 2:28 ; Acts 2:16-17.

Jews (Apostles) on Pentecost --- Acts 2:1-4.

Gentiles (Cornelius & Others) --- Acts 10:44-
47 ; Acts 11:15-17.

NOTE: It is not recorded that Paul received 
Baptism of the H.S. yet it is indicated by passages 
such as:

Acts 9:17 ; 2Cor. 11:5 ; 2Tim. 1:6

THESE ARE THE BASIC FACTS
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The sabbath day was a complete day of rest
– and the travel on such a day was limited.

Limited to 2000 cubits. This is the
distance that is referenced to here as a
“sabbath days journey.”

Generally agreed – a cubit is +- 18 inches

So a sabbath days journey = 36,000
inches or approx. a little over a half a
mile.
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 From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

 A prayer meeting is a group of lay people getting 
together for the purpose of prayer as a group.[1] 
Prayer meetings are typically conducted outside 
regular services by one or more members of the 
clergy or other forms of religious leadership, but 
they may also be initiated by decision of non-
leadership members as well.

 Since the “church” was yet to be established – no
meeting times or venue has been established.

 That they prayed and met and made a decision is
evident – but this was not “the assembly”.
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Obtained ( - ekthsato). First aorist middle 
indicative of - ktaomai, to acquire, only in the 

middle, to get for oneself. With the covenant money for 
the betrayal, acquired it indirectly apparently according 
to Matthew 26:14-16 ; Matthew 27:3-8.

 fell flat on his face and burst asunder in the midst 
( ; elakhsen meso). First aorist active 

indicative of laskw old verb (here only in the N.T.), to 
clang, to crack, to crash, like a falling tree. Aristophanes 
uses it of crashing bones. Meso is predicate nominative 
referring to Judas. Gushed out ( execuqh). First 

aorist passive indicative of ekcew, to pour out. 
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Jesus did in this period what He had done 
previously:  

He taught the disciples “things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God” which was shortly to 
come into existence, cf Mark 9:1.

Whether this is a result of instructions given by 
the Lord (cf. 1:3), or whether Peter acted by 
some other direction/

It does appear that the selection is legitimate 
and endorsed by God.
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Firstly the number was down to eleven, and only
one was needed to replace Judas.

Secondly of all those gathered (120) only two
men met the qualifications:

 “He was numbered with us and obtained a part in 
this ministry” – 1:17.

 “Let another take his office” (1:20) (quoting 
from Psalm 109:8). (Singular)

 Specific criteria are proposed that certainly rules 
out anyone presently living as an apostle – 1:21-
22.

12



Casting lots was a thing of the O.T. era. 

Prov. 16:33; 

Lev. 16:8-10

Soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ garment.

What is interesting to note concerning casting of
lots is the fact that all the offices and duties in
the temple was settled by lot – ie. Casting of lots.

Names were written on stones, placed in a
container , shaken and the stone that fell out
was considered the “lot”.
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The replacement was “to take part in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas by 
transgression fell” (1:25).

1:26b. - The selection of Matthias makes 
ready the coming of the Holy Spirit as did 
the ascension of Jesus.

He would be a witness (eye witness) of the 
resurrection of the Lord.

Guided by the H.S. to witness to the TRUTH.
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